Editing Epigraphy in Democratic Athens:

Meaning Through Destruction


In his article, "Democracy and the Athenian Epigraphical Habit," Charles Hedrick shows that certain honorific inscriptions from Classical Athens bore a demonstrably democratic significance,
 and were a means by which the democratic government used its power to preserve the honorand's rights and to promote similarly excellent behavior among the rest of its citizenry.
  It is my contention that, in the same way the government of Athens used its collective power positively by producing inscriptions intended to honor and encourage, the power of the demos was also negatively employed upon Athens' monumental landscape in the rare and judicious editing of epigraphy and statuary associated with tyrants and traitors.  This destruction of public writing is not, as Hedrick seems to imply, mere censorship,
 but is instead a significant expression of the collected demos's ability to control public memory and to completely reverse the meaning of monuments intended for individual glory, physically changing them into objects of dishonor, ignominious warnings against treachery.


In my paper, I will use recent scholarship on the Athenian democracy, ancient memory, and Classical epigraphy to analyze ancient accounts describing the destruction of public writing and monuments by the democratic government of Athens at various points throughout the city's history.  In addition to relying on the examples of state-sponsored, monumental destruction by the Athenian democracy found in the writings of Thucydides,
 Lycurgus,
 Andocides,
 and Diogenes Laertius,
 I will include what scant evidence survives from Athenian epigraphical sources as well. 

Bibliography

Alcock, S. 2002. Archeologies of the Greek Past: Landscapes, Monuments, and Memories, 
Cambridge University Press: New York.

Boegehold, A. 1990. “Andocides and the Decree of Patrokleides,” Historia 39, pp. 149-162.

Finley, M. I. 1985. Ancient History: Evidence and Models, Chatto & Windus: London.

Hedrick, C. 1999. “Democracy and the Athenian Epigraphical Habit,” Hesperia vol. 68 no. 3, pp. 
387-439.

--------. 2006. Ancient History: Monuments and Documents, Blackwell Publishing: Oxford.

Loraux, N, 2002. The Divided City: On Memory and Forgetting in Ancient Athens, Zone Books: 

New York.

Ober, J. 2005. Athenian Legacies: Essays on the Politics of Going on Together, Princeton 

University Press: Princeton.

-----------. 2008. Democracy and Knowledge: Innovation and Learning in Classical Athens, 

Princeton University Press: Princeton and Oxford. 

Thomas, R. 1989. Oral Tradition and Written Record in Classical Athens (Cambridge Studies in 

Oral and Literate Culture 18), Cambridge.

Travlos, J. 1971. Pictorial Dictionary of Ancient Athens, New York, Praeger.

�	Hedrick 1999, 408.


�	Hedrick 1999, 410.


�	Hedrick 1999, 407-8.


�	Thuc. 6.54.6-7.


�	Lyc. 1.117-19.


�	Andoc. 1.77-79.


�	Diogenes Laertius 5.75-77.





