Taking a Leaf from Page’s Book

This paper will function at once as a sort of vade mecum and caveat lector, and my subject will be the titanic English schoolmaster T. E. Page, an “old-school” teacher/scholar/editor whose time first came with Queen Victoria, went out about thirty years ago (his books are no longer readily available)—and should, I shall argue, come again.  Using his edition of Horace’s Odes and Epodes (published in 1883), with help from Niall Rudd’s fond remembrance of him (published in 1981 ), I shall re-introduce to today’s audience, especially secondary-school teachers, this veritable polymath (who else could shed light on an ode with reference to the shipwright’s term “frapping”?).  In particular, I hope to show that, while many of his views and presuppositions can and should now be jettisoned—examples will be provided--much more remains that is valuable, relevant, and nowhere else to be found.  I shall accomplish this with reference to specific passages in the Odes, comparing Page’s elucidation of a given text with modern treatments, more often to the detriment of the latter than the former; of particular interest, I hope, will be Page’s attempt to tease out the meaning of a difficult Horatian turn-of-phrase by reference to Sir Edwin Landseer’s famous Monarch of the Glen, an interpretation not at all to the taste of the magisterial critical commentary of Nisbet and Hubbard.  No one studying Horace would, in her or his right mind, abandon “Nisbard” for a trip back to the Charterhouse School at the end of the 19th century; however, by the time I conclud my talk, I shall have attempted to persuade the audience that we muffle such voices as Page’s to our detriment.  Providing one exercises a modicum of caution, there is edification and delight aplenty to be found in Page’s pages.
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