Structuring Justice: Authority and Motivation in Hesiod and Solon

There are many similarities between Hesiod’s Works and Days and Solon’s “Eunomia” (IEG fragment 4).  Indeed, “nearly all of the themes of Solon 4 appear in Hesiod’s poetry…Solon 4 is characterized by the same nexus of thought that pervades the Works and Days.  The excesses of leaders…the detailed focus on Δίκη, and the consequences for the city of its behavior towards Δίκη are dominant themes in both texts”(Irwin 2005).  And yet there are striking differences as well.  Some are large and obvious, such as each work’s genre and context.  Moreover, Hesiod’s discussion of Δίκη makes up only a small part of his didactic Works and Days.  But there are several smaller divergences within Hesiod’s and Solon’s discussions of Δίκη that cannot be explained by genre or context.  Take, for example, the following two passages:
	Hesiod Works and Days lines 240-244
	Solon Eunomia (IEG fr.4) lines 26-29

	πολλάκι καὶ ξύμπασα πόλις κακοῦ ἀνδρὸς ἀπηύρα,
ὅς κεν ἀλιτραίνῃ καὶ ἀτάσθαλα μηχανάαται.
τοῖσιν δ᾽ οὐρανόθεν μέγ᾽ ἐπήγαγε πῆμα Κρονίων
λιμὸν ὁμοῦ καὶ λοιμόν: ἀποφθινύθουσι δὲ λαοί.

	οὕτω δημόσιον κακὸν ἔρχεται οἴκαδ’ ἑκάστωι, 

  αὔλειοι δ’ ἔτ’ ἔχειν οὐκ ἐθέλουσι θύραι, 

ὑψηλὸν δ’ ὑπὲρ ἕρκος ὑπέρθορεν, εὗρε δὲ πάντως, 

  εἰ καί τις φεύγων ἐν μυχῶι ἦι θαλάμου.





In Hesiod’s passage, the consequences of one man’s actions affect an entire city – “Often even a whole city suffers from a bad man” (line 240) – while in Solon’s passage Δίκη’s punishment of the city affects the individual – “Thus the public evil comes to each man at home”(line 26).  Why does Solon reverse the source and target of Δίκη’s punishment?  One’s first instinct might be to try to find a difference between Hesiod’s and Solon’s overall conceptions of Δίκη.   Scholars have made various claims; for instance, that Solon makes the individual more responsible for the fate of the community (Anhalt 1993) or that he gives Δίκη a more active role in the punishment of wrongdoing (Solmsen 1949).  Upon further investigation, however, these distinctions are either tenuous or unhelpful to an understanding of the “reversal” in question.  Additionally, generic criteria fall apart in the face of each poem’s unique and un-generic characteristics.  In this paper, I argue that these passages, which are deeply concerned with the relationship between an individual and his community, are structured as they are because they reflect the identity of each poet (the individual) and the relationship that he has constructed with his audience (the community).  This identity - and the structure that it produces - can best be understood by an investigation into how each poet establishes his authority and explains his motivation.      



In Works and Days, Hesiod constructs an individualized poetic persona.  He is a man of the Muses, able to speak with authority about subjects of which he admittedly has no personal knowledge (e.g. sailing at WD 648-662).  He is also a man who was wronged by his brother and thereby became motivated to write in the first place.  Hesiod, therefore, establishes both his authority and his motivation in an individual framework before the poem proceeds to a more universal discussion of justice and virtue.  This movement from individual to community is echoed in lines 240-244, where “a whole city suffers from a bad man.”  Solon’s individualized persona also explains his authority and motivation, though it does so in a different way.  Solon wants to portray himself as a teacher, yet he does not claim to be a mouthpiece of the gods.  Rather, his authority is based on what he has seen of the ills afflicting Athens (Eunomia 4a).  He is also driven to compose the poem by his concern for his community.  Lines 26-29 begin with the community and move to the individual (“the public evil comes to each man at home”) just as Solon’s community influences his individual authority and motivation.  

Thus, the “reversal” from WD 240-244 to Eunomia 26-29 reflects the two poets’ different representations of the dynamic between themselves as individuals and their respective communities.        
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