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Praefatio
AN AGE OF MORE THAN FOURSCORE YEARS is a grand achievement for both

individual and organization. The Classical Association of the Middle West and
South has now reached that stage of its existence; the time seemed suitable to
undertake its history, while there were still some serdores whose experiences
stretched back to the first decades of the Association's activities. Memoria
hominum is particularly crucial in this enterprise, because the Association's
records survive only intermittently and are by no means as full as one would
wish. Much in the early years was published in Classical Journal, which has
been an essential resource. I have examined every issue of C], and have,
consequently, given a broad conspectus of the Association's, and the classical
profession's, activities and concerns since the first years of this century. The
choice of material for inclusion in this narrative was, of course, mine, but I
hope that I have not failed to include any important subject or movement. I
have frequendy quoted substantial excerpts from C) or the Association's
records in order to give a sense of the substance and style of other eras; I
preferred to have other people speak rather than to offer a paraphrase.
I am grateful to Professors Grace L. Beede, Clarence A. Forbes, John N.
Hough, Gareth L. Schmeling, Graves H. Thompson, and particularly Ward W.
Briggs, Jr., for information, advice, and amendment. This history is the better
for their assistance; shortcomings in judgment or precision rest with me. I am
also grateful to Mrs. JoAnn Pulliam, of the University of Georgia Classics
Department, for skillful preparation of the final manuscript.

Herbert W. Benario
Atlanta, Georgia
December 1988

O N E

T h e F o u n d a t i o n

Clarorum virorum facta moresque posteris tradere, antiquitus usitatum,
ne nostris quidem temporibus quamquam incuriosa suorum aetas
omisit
TACITUS, Agricola 1.1

So THE GREAT ROMAN HISTORIAN began his first literary work. As we approach the
last decade of the twentieth century, an era which happily may be called
curiosa suorum aetas, the present writer's purpose is the same, si parvis componere
magna licet, with, however, one large difference. Our subject is not the nature
and achievements of an individual but of an organization.
The origins of the organization which became the Classical Association of
the Middle West and South cannot be understood without some background of
the development of classical studies in the United States.1 The nineteenth century falls into two parts, marked by the approach of the amateur on the one
hand and of the professionally trained scholar on the other. The earlier period,
beginning in 1815, boasts of the names of Bancroft and Ticknor and Everett2
and may be said to conclude with the tenure of Harvard's chair of Greek by
Cornelius Felton (I860).3 The later period introduces German scholarship to
our shores, in the figures of Whitney, Lane, Gildersleeve,4 and Goodwin,
Felton's successor, who went off to study at the feet of great men in great universities equipped with great libraries. These men, who proved to be only the
first of a seeming flood, transformed the study and teaching of classical philology. They, particularly Gildersleeve, introduced the German Seminar to the
advanced stages of instruction and began to produce scholarly works as well as
to absorb them. The number of such men, which had begun to grow before the
Civil War, continued to increase steadily in the years after, as one Germantrained generation sent another off to Germany. The American Oriental
Society included classicists among its members, but the need for an organization which could unite men of classical interests became apparent to some
individuals. The result was the establishment of the American Philological
Association in 1869.5
The professionalization of classical studies continued with the introduction
of graduate study on the German model, the establishment of new universities
whose purpose in education was different from that hitherto known, such as
The Johns Hopkins University, Leland Stanford Jr. University, Cornell
University, and the University of Chicago, and the inauguration in 1880 of
The American Journal of Philology, edited by Gildersleeve, which appeared more
frequently than the Transactions of the American Philological Association and was
not devoted exclusively to conference papers.
Classics at the college and university levels flourished in the last decade of
the nineteenth century and the first of the twentieth, but education at the
lower levels faced considerable ferment from the publications of John Dewey.
Secondary school teachers, often ill-trained to teach Latin, now had to concern
themselves with questions of how to teach as well as to master their subject.
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Numerous states had educational organizations with sections devoted to the
classics where they could meet, but there was essentially no place for them in
the APA, which, further, proved to be largely an organization focused upon the
northeastern part of the United States. In the first forty years of its existence,
the Association held its annual meeting west of Pittsburgh or south of
Washington, D.C., only six times: Cleveland in 1881, Charlottesville in 1892,
Chicago in 1893, Madison in 1900, St. Louis in 1904, and Chicago in 1907.
Moreover, within that same period only eight men from institutions outside
the northeast quadrant were elected president of the Association, three from
the University of Michigan, two from the University of Virginia, and one each
from the University of Chicago, Western Reserve University, and the
University of Wisconsin.6 There was, clearly, a large clientele throughout the
country who required more from a professional organization than the American
Philological Association was offering them, or could offer them.
In 1894, Francis W. Kelsey published an article entitled "Latin in the High
School."7 To improve the abilities of the teacher in his subject and as a pedagogue, Kelsey proposed three remedies, of which the first is absolutely essential
to further progress, the other two will be powerful allies in gaining the results
aimed at. They are, respectively:
A higher standard of qualification for those who shall hereafter enter
upon the work;
A strengthening and broadening of Latin scholarship by conferences at
stated periods; and
A publication devoted to the interests of Latin and Greek in the preparatory and high schools.8
Kelsey did not urge the establishment of an organization which would bring
together the classicists of several states or a wider region. He had in mind state
conferences, and, indeed, was able to announce that such a gathering would
take place in Ann Arbor in spring 1895.9 The journal for which he found a
need would not rival A/P or the APA's own Transactions and Proceedings, but
"should have for its mission the promotion of the interests of Latin and Greek
in the high schools and academies."10 But Kelsey's optimism that there was no
"practical difficulty" in establishing state conferences and a journal was not
fully satisfied for another decade.11
The year 1904 was a momentous one for the city of St. Louis. It saw the
Louisiana Purchase Exposition and the Third Olympic Games of the modern
era, which embraced a wider array of events than any other and ran almost
without a break from May through November. It also was the venue of the
American Philological Association's westernmost meeting, which occurred
September 16 to 19. We do not know what occurred at that meeting, whether,
indeed, the very fact of a large classical convention in the heartland of the
country served as the stimulus, but not long afterward, on November 1, the
Classical Division of the University of Missouri at Columbia sent a letter,
signed by W.G. Manly, chairman, and E.H. Sturtevant, secretary, to a wide
audience. This letter, the text of which follows, was the impetus for establishment of the Classical Association of the Middle West and South.

THE FOUNDATION
Dear Sir:
It has seemed to a large number of men that the interests of classical
study in the middle west would be promoted by an association of the
classical teachers of that region. If such an organization should hold
annual meetings at some central point—such as Chicago or St.
Louis—it would draw a large attendance from all the states between
Ohio and Colorado. Many of the teachers in high schools and small
colleges who now never attend any kind of a classical meeting would
undertake the journey to one of the cities just mentioned.
The Classical Division of the University of Missouri is anxious to
see this idea put into effect. We are therefore addressing the teachers in
the more important universities of the region in reference to the
matter. Will you kindly send to one of the undersigned a reply to the
following questions? Please add any suggestions that occur to you.
1. Is it your opinion that a classical association of the Mississippi valley
can with profit be organized at this time?
2. For the purpose of effecting such an organization, would you be
willing to attend a meeting in St. Louis during the first
week—"convocation" week—of January, 1905?
3. How general should the invitation to this meeting be made?
Very truly yours,
The letter received an enthusiastic response, with more than 600 replies.
Consequently, on March 11, 1905, Professor Manly distributed a formal invitation, which began as follows:
Early last November a letter was sent out by the Classical Department
of the University of Missouri, inquiring whether the time was not ripe
for the organization of a Classical Association in the middle West and
South. It was thought that such an association, drawing upon the
immense body of classical teachers living in this territory, might well
bring together annually a large number of workers, and be made to
promote greatly the cause to which they are devoted, not only through
the holding of formal sessions with papers and discussions, but also
through the hardly less valuable renewal of personal acquaintanceship,
and the making of new acquaintances, based upon common interests,
sympathies, and educational convictions.
The marked interest shown by the large number of favorable replies
received made it seem best to organize without further delay. A
meeting will accordingly be held in Chicago, on the grounds of the
University, on Friday and Saturday the 5 th and 6th of May.
This communication was signed by sixty-three persons from twenty-two
states, with three from each state save the Dakotas; there was one representative from North Dakota while South Dakota had two. These twenty-two states
represented the true heartland of the United States, reaching from the
Canadian border to the Mexican and stretching east and west from the

