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Praefatio 

AN AGE OF MORE THAN FOURSCORE YEARS is a grand achievement for both 
individual and organization. The Classical Association of the Middle West and 
South has now reached that stage of its existence; the time seemed suitable to 
undertake its history, while there were still some serdores whose experiences 
stretched back to the first decades of the Association's activities. Memoria 
hominum is particularly crucial in this enterprise, because the Association's 
records survive only intermittently and are by no means as full as one would 
wish. Much in the early years was published in Classical Journal, which has 
been an essential resource. I have examined every issue of C], and have, 
consequently, given a broad conspectus of the Association's, and the classical 
profession's, activities and concerns since the first years of this century. The 
choice of material for inclusion in this narrative was, of course, mine, but I 
hope that I have not failed to include any important subject or movement. I 
have frequendy quoted substantial excerpts from C) or the Association's 
records in order to give a sense of the substance and style of other eras; I 
preferred to have other people speak rather than to offer a paraphrase. 

I am grateful to Professors Grace L. Beede, Clarence A. Forbes, John N. 
Hough, Gareth L. Schmeling, Graves H. Thompson, and particularly Ward W. 
Briggs, Jr., for information, advice, and amendment. This history is the better 
for their assistance; shortcomings in judgment or precision rest with me. I am 
also grateful to Mrs. JoAnn Pulliam, of the University of Georgia Classics 
Department, for skillful preparation of the final manuscript. 

Herbert W. Benario 
Atlanta, Georgia 
December 1988 



O N E T h e F o u n d a t i o n 

Clarorum virorum facta moresque posteris tradere, antiquitus usitatum, 
ne nostris quidem temporibus quamquam incuriosa suorum aetas 
omisit 

TACITUS, Agricola 1.1 

So THE GREAT ROMAN HISTORIAN began his first literary work. As we approach the 
last decade of the twentieth century, an era which happily may be called 
curiosa suorum aetas, the present writer's purpose is the same, si parvis componere 
magna licet, with, however, one large difference. Our subject is not the nature 
and achievements of an individual but of an organization. 

The origins of the organization which became the Classical Association of 
the Middle West and South cannot be understood without some background of 
the development of classical studies in the United States.1 The nineteenth cen­
tury falls into two parts, marked by the approach of the amateur on the one 
hand and of the professionally trained scholar on the other. The earlier period, 
beginning in 1815, boasts of the names of Bancroft and Ticknor and Everett2 

and may be said to conclude with the tenure of Harvard's chair of Greek by 
Cornelius Felton (I860).3 The later period introduces German scholarship to 
our shores, in the figures of Whitney, Lane, Gildersleeve,4 and Goodwin, 
Felton's successor, who went off to study at the feet of great men in great uni­
versities equipped with great libraries. These men, who proved to be only the 
first of a seeming flood, transformed the study and teaching of classical phi­
lology. They, particularly Gildersleeve, introduced the German Seminar to the 
advanced stages of instruction and began to produce scholarly works as well as 
to absorb them. The number of such men, which had begun to grow before the 
Civil War, continued to increase steadily in the years after, as one German-
trained generation sent another off to Germany. The American Oriental 
Society included classicists among its members, but the need for an organiza­
tion which could unite men of classical interests became apparent to some 
individuals. The result was the establishment of the American Philological 
Association in 1869.5 

The professionalization of classical studies continued with the introduction 
of graduate study on the German model, the establishment of new universities 
whose purpose in education was different from that hitherto known, such as 
The Johns Hopkins University, Leland Stanford Jr. University, Cornell 
University, and the University of Chicago, and the inauguration in 1880 of 
The American Journal of Philology, edited by Gildersleeve, which appeared more 
frequently than the Transactions of the American Philological Association and was 
not devoted exclusively to conference papers. 

Classics at the college and university levels flourished in the last decade of 
the nineteenth century and the first of the twentieth, but education at the 
lower levels faced considerable ferment from the publications of John Dewey. 
Secondary school teachers, often ill-trained to teach Latin, now had to concern 
themselves with questions of how to teach as well as to master their subject. 
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Numerous states had educational organizations with sections devoted to the 
classics where they could meet, but there was essentially no place for them in 
the APA, which, further, proved to be largely an organization focused upon the 
northeastern part of the United States. In the first forty years of its existence, 
the Association held its annual meeting west of Pittsburgh or south of 
Washington, D.C., only six times: Cleveland in 1881, Charlottesville in 1892, 
Chicago in 1893, Madison in 1900, St. Louis in 1904, and Chicago in 1907. 
Moreover, within that same period only eight men from institutions outside 
the northeast quadrant were elected president of the Association, three from 
the University of Michigan, two from the University of Virginia, and one each 
from the University of Chicago, Western Reserve University, and the 
University of Wisconsin.6 There was, clearly, a large clientele throughout the 
country who required more from a professional organization than the American 
Philological Association was offering them, or could offer them. 

In 1894, Francis W. Kelsey published an article entitled "Latin in the High 
School."7 To improve the abilities of the teacher in his subject and as a peda­
gogue, Kelsey proposed three remedies, of which the first is absolutely essential 
to further progress, the other two will be powerful allies in gaining the results 
aimed at. They are, respectively: 

A higher standard of qualification for those who shall hereafter enter 
upon the work; 
A strengthening and broadening of Latin scholarship by conferences at 
stated periods; and 
A publication devoted to the interests of Latin and Greek in the pre­
paratory and high schools.8 

Kelsey did not urge the establishment of an organization which would bring 
together the classicists of several states or a wider region. He had in mind state 
conferences, and, indeed, was able to announce that such a gathering would 
take place in Ann Arbor in spring 1895.9 The journal for which he found a 
need would not rival A/P or the APA's own Transactions and Proceedings, but 
"should have for its mission the promotion of the interests of Latin and Greek 
in the high schools and academies."10 But Kelsey's optimism that there was no 
"practical difficulty" in establishing state conferences and a journal was not 
fully satisfied for another decade.11 

The year 1904 was a momentous one for the city of St. Louis. It saw the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition and the Third Olympic Games of the modern 
era, which embraced a wider array of events than any other and ran almost 
without a break from May through November. It also was the venue of the 
American Philological Association's westernmost meeting, which occurred 
September 16 to 19. We do not know what occurred at that meeting, whether, 
indeed, the very fact of a large classical convention in the heartland of the 
country served as the stimulus, but not long afterward, on November 1, the 
Classical Division of the University of Missouri at Columbia sent a letter, 
signed by W.G. Manly, chairman, and E.H. Sturtevant, secretary, to a wide 
audience. This letter, the text of which follows, was the impetus for establish­
ment of the Classical Association of the Middle West and South. 

THE FOUNDATION 

Dear Sir: 
It has seemed to a large number of men that the interests of classical 
study in the middle west would be promoted by an association of the 
classical teachers of that region. If such an organization should hold 
annual meetings at some central point—such as Chicago or St. 
Louis—it would draw a large attendance from all the states between 
Ohio and Colorado. Many of the teachers in high schools and small 
colleges who now never attend any kind of a classical meeting would 
undertake the journey to one of the cities just mentioned. 

The Classical Division of the University of Missouri is anxious to 
see this idea put into effect. We are therefore addressing the teachers in 
the more important universities of the region in reference to the 
matter. Will you kindly send to one of the undersigned a reply to the 
following questions? Please add any suggestions that occur to you. 
1. Is it your opinion that a classical association of the Mississippi valley 
can with profit be organized at this time? 
2. For the purpose of effecting such an organization, would you be 
willing to attend a meeting in St. Louis during the first 
week—"convocation" week—of January, 1905? 
3. How general should the invitation to this meeting be made? 

Very truly yours, 

The letter received an enthusiastic response, with more than 600 replies. 
Consequently, on March 11, 1905, Professor Manly distributed a formal invita­
tion, which began as follows: 

Early last November a letter was sent out by the Classical Department 
of the University of Missouri, inquiring whether the time was not ripe 
for the organization of a Classical Association in the middle West and 
South. It was thought that such an association, drawing upon the 
immense body of classical teachers living in this territory, might well 
bring together annually a large number of workers, and be made to 
promote greatly the cause to which they are devoted, not only through 
the holding of formal sessions with papers and discussions, but also 
through the hardly less valuable renewal of personal acquaintanceship, 
and the making of new acquaintances, based upon common interests, 
sympathies, and educational convictions. 
The marked interest shown by the large number of favorable replies 

received made it seem best to organize without further delay. A 
meeting will accordingly be held in Chicago, on the grounds of the 
University, on Friday and Saturday the 5 th and 6th of May. 

This communication was signed by sixty-three persons from twenty-two 
states, with three from each state save the Dakotas; there was one representa­
tive from North Dakota while South Dakota had two. These twenty-two states 
represented the true heartland of the United States, reaching from the 
Canadian border to the Mexican and stretching east and west from the 
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Mississippi River. The most conspicuous absences were the Atlantic coast 
states, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Horida. 
Similarly, three of the westernmost members of the later Association were not 
present: New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming. Nor were any Canadian provinces 
included. Nonetheless, the number of individual responses, greater than the 
membership of the American Philological Association,12 showed that there was 
a need for an organization closer to home for a large part of the country and 
perhaps more suited to their requirements. 

The response to this call was equally general and encouraging. Within 
days a formal invitation and copy of the program followed: 

A N N O U N C E M E N T 

of the 
C O N F E R E N C E O F C L A S S I C A L T E A C H E R S 

of the 
M I D D L E W E S T A N D S O U T H . 

To be held in Chicago, Friday and Saturday, May 5 and 6, 1905, 
To Effect a Permanent Organization. 

THE PURPOSE OF THE CONFERENCE 
The Conference herein announced is to be held for the purpose of 
effecting an organization of the classical teachers of the Middle West 
and South, in accordance with the circular of invitation sent out from 
Columbia, Mo., on March 11 by Professor Manly and a number of 
colleagues representing the twenty-two states in the region defined. 
The responses to this circular have been unexpectedly large (over 600), 
and indicate a wide-spread feeling of the need of a closer cooperation. 
All questions pertaining to the permanent organization of such a body 
—name, scope and aims, place and time of meetings, etc.—will be 
discussed and determined at the meeting to be held in Chicago on May 
5 and 6 next, Friday and Saturday. 

The conference began with an organizational meeting, at which four com­
mittees were appointed: Constitution, Nomination of Officers, Program, and 
Publications. There then followed ten papers spread over four sessions; among 
those participating were Carl Darling Buck of the University of Chicago, John 
A. Scott of Northwestern University, William Gardner Hale of the University 
of Chicago, Gordon J. Laing of the University of Chicago, and Francis W. 
Kelsey of the University of Michigan. The Friday evening address was delivered 
by Paul Shorey of the University of Chicago, on the subject "Philology and 
Classical Philology."13 One hundred eighty-three people registered, with num­
bers of others, including Professor Manly, failing to inscribe their names. We 
may well surmise that some two hundred were present for the birth of the new 
organization. 

The actual moment of birth came after Professor Shorey's address, when 
the various committees which had been appointed that morning reported. The 

THE FOUNDATION 

constitution presented by George L. Hendrickson of the University of Chicago 
had, as article 1. Name and Object of the Association, 

This organization shall be known as the Classical Association of the 
Middle West and South. Its object shall be the advancement of 
classical learning, the encouragement of classical studies within the 
territory indicated, and the promotion of the common interests of its 
members through its meetings and publications. 

With approval of the constitution, the organization came to official life. 
The report of the Committee on Program, presented by Frank F. Abbott of 

the University of Chicago, emphasized the need for papers of interest to the 
full range of the membership. 

The committee recommends that both articles of investigation and 
papers primarily of interest to the teachers as such be presented. The 
majority of the committee is of the opinion that approximately 
two-thirds of the papers should be of a technical character, and 
one-third should be for the teacher 

The Committee on Nomination of Officers presented its slate, with W. G. 
Manly proposed as president and vice-presidents named for each of the states, 
as well as one for the "Indian Territory." 

The report of the Committee on Publications began with what may be 
called a given, that the Association should publish a journal "devoted to the 
common interests of the members, consisting of articles, reviews, notes, and 
editorials likely to appeal to teachers in schools, colleges and universities" and 
that this publication should be entitled The Classical Journal. The large ques­
tion dealt with finance: should a fund be raised from individuals to ensure pub­
lication, or should an offer be accepted which had been tendered by the 
University of Chicago. The former alternative seemed difficult of achievement, 
the latter would place the Association deeply under obligation to one institu­
tion. Nonetheless, the Committee recommended acceptance of Chicago's offer. 
The report follows in full, since its implementation was crucial in the Journal's 
successful beginnings. Had its chief organ failed or been mediocre, the 
Association might well have faded away. 

1. The University of Chicago has decided to publish a journal 
entitled Classical Philology, which is to be devoted to research in the 
field of Classical Studies. It will be issued quarterly, each number to 
consist of 96 pages or more. 

Note: The University intends to invite the cooperation of a number 
of representative scholars in various parts of the country. 

2. In case the Classical Association of the Middle West and South 
should desire to undertake the publication of a Journal, and should 
wish a financial guarantee, the University will be glad to help in any 
plan that should be satisfactory to all parties concerned. The following 
are tentative propositions. 
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3. The Journal of the Association shall bear upon the title page the 
words "Published under the Auspices of the Classical Association of 
the Middle West and South," or some equivalent. 

There shall be two managing editors, one of whom shall be a 
member of the University of Chicago. 

There shall also be, in cooperation with the managing editors, a 
board of editors or associate editors, to be appointed by the Ex. Com. of 
the Association. 

4- Of this journal 8 numbers of at least 24 pages each, shall be 
published annually, (appearing in the months of the academic year in 
which the other journal does not appear). 

5. The field of this journal shall be the obvious common interests 
of the members. The material published (articles, reviews, notes, 
editorials, communications, and so forth) shall be of a character to 
appeal primarily to the teacher as such, in school or college. 

It is intended that the two journals shall supplement each other, 
neither encroaching upon the other's field. 

6. The Journal of the Association shall be entered in the Post 
Office department as a distinct journal. 

7. The Journal of the Association and the journal entitled Classical 
Philology shall be sent to each member of the Classical Association. 

8. The relations of the Journal of the Association and of the 
Journal entitled Classical Philology shall be as follows: 

A. The Association shall pay to the University of Chicago 
the sum of $1.50 from the yearly dues of each member. 

B. The University of Chicago shall be responsible for the 
entire expense of the Journal of the Association beyond the 
amount of such receipts, except as expressly provided below. 

C. The University of Chicago shall receive no subscriptions 
from persons within the territory of the Association, except 
through the Treasurer of the Association; but it shall be at lib­
erty to solicit and receive subscriptions from persons outside of 
this territory, and from libraries, schools and colleges within or 
without the territory. 

D. The University of Chicago shall not offer the Journal of 
the Association for separate sale at a price below $2.00. 

E. The University of Chicago shall bear the expenses 
incurred by the managing editors for postage and stationery. 

F. Extra copies of the two Journals, desired for purposes of 
promotion, shall be furnished to the Association by the 
University at cost, proper notice of the order for a given issue 
having been furnished in advance. 

G. The University of Chicago shall bear the expense of the 
promotion of the Journal of the Association outside the terri­
tory of the Association. 

H. The University of Chicago agrees to send the Journal 
entitled Classical Philology to every member of the Association, 
without extra charge. 
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9. The above proposals, so far as concerns the Association, shall be 
incorporated in a contract valid for five years. But the contract shall 
not be binding until the paid membership of the Association shall 
reach six hundred 

The most significant parts of this proposal were that the University would 
assist in financing, that the material would chiefly interest the teacher, and 
that a contract would not be legally binding until the Association's paid mem­
bership reached 600. In the event, negotiations with the University of Chicago 
Press proved difficult, with problems that at first seemed insurmountable. 

A memo in the Association's files, undated and unsigned, which, however, 
I think must be from Professor Manly and written prior to September 7, 1905, 
found the Press' proposal unacceptable for three reasons: the University refused 
to pay even one half of the expense of the prospectus for the Journal, it 
demanded a personal guarantee for the $900 before issuing the first number, 
and it claimed that all advertising space, and thus all advertising revenue, 
belonged to it. Further, the cost estimates indicated that eight issues of thirty-
two pages each would cost less than the guaranteed sum. Nonetheless, the 
writer offered to sign a contract on the Association's behalf for a period of two 
years rather than five. This offer was refused. The writer's conclusion was that 
"It would be fatal to the Association to enter into such a contract for a period 
of five years." 

On September 7, the writer circulated among the members of the 
Executive Committee a proposal from a firm in Columbia, Missouri. "On this 
plan we shall get a 700 edition of a 32pp. Journal for nearly $300.00 less than 
the personal guarantee demanded by the University of Chicago for a 600 edi­
tion. Besides, we shall control all our receipts ourselves." However, the 
Executive Committee, meeting in St. Louis on October 14, accepted a contract 
with the University of Chicago, with one major change. CAMWS was to 
receive one-third of the net receipts of the advertising of both journals, with a 
minimum of $50.00 a year. The contract was to run for five years. 

Satisfactory settlement and signing of a contract in October led to the first 
appearance of the new Classical Journal in December 1905. The first four pages 
were devoted to editorials, which presented manifestos, ut ita dicam, of both 
association and publication. Parts of these follow: 

The lists in the office of the Journal show that there are more than 
7,000 classical teachers in the territory of the Association. That these 
thousands of workers should agree in all the articles of their 
educational creed is not for a moment to be expected. Nor is it to be 
desired. There are divers means of pedagogical salvation, and it is not 
the purpose of the new Association to convert the stimulus that comes 
from frank discussion into so much friction for the wearing away of 
individualism. Within certain limits every teacher does his best work 
when following the lines that he has himself laid down. But limits, 
none the less, exist, and it is manifest that such a presentation of the 
different aspects of classical study as is provided for in the plans for the 
programmes of the annual meeting can not fail to have a broadening 
and liberalizing effect. 
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Yet, however our interests may vary in detail, however different our 
methods of teaching may be, upon one thing we are all agreed—that 
the Greek and Latin classics are one of the best instruments for mental 
training; that they form an admirable introduction to the study of 
literature; that they contribute largely to the framing of the student's 
historical perspective; that translation from Greek and Latin into 
English, and from English into Greek and Latin, is an agency of unique 
efficiency for inducing accuracy and precision in thinking and 
speaking; in a word, that classical studies are, in the highest sense of 
the terms, practical and utilitarian. Nor could there be a more 
opportune time than the present for stating and making good our 
claim. For more than a decade the aims of classical study have been 
misunderstood and misrepresented. Latin and Greek courses have been 
forced within ever narrowing limits. The cry of "impractical" has been 
raised, and various substitutes for the classics have been offered. In 
some cases the subjects substituted have been excellent in themselves, 
but have not been appropriate for secondary work; in others a crass 
pseudo-utilitarian philistinism has ruled the schools; while elsewhere 
the fads and fancies of misty pedagogical theorists have usurped the 
precious hours, which, under any rational system of education, would 
be given to the training of the mind. Children who have been sent to 
school to work have been taught to play. But there are signs that these 
things are passing. The cruder output of the schools under the new 
curriculum has not met with the approbation either of business men or 
of college professors. The high-school graduate is found to have mussed 
many subjects but to have mastered none, and there has been a 
reaction in favor of the stricter discipline of the classical courses. In 
more than one school Greek has come into its own. What has been 
done in these schools can be done in others, and the difficulty of the 
task will be enormously decreased if the efforts of individuals are 
supported by the influence of an Association which, its founders hope, 
will include every efficient teacher of the classics in the twenty three 
central states. 

• • • • • • 

But although no elaborate programme is desirable or possible, the 
general purpose of the Classical Journal can be very simply stated. It is 
to be a journal for the teacher, both the secondary-school man and the 
college professor. It will not neglect the practical problems which arise 
daily in the work of the classroom. Yet it is the belief of the editors that 
we teachers of the classics in every grade need something more and 
better than a knowledge of method. To keep in touch with that 
research which is constantly throwing new light even on the Latin and 
Greek classics; to keep the mind alert in work that has so often proved 
a dry routine; to become more familiar both with the material 
environment of classical authors and with the social and intellectual 
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influences under which they wrote; to bring the truth and beauty of 
that past into the life of today—a journal which will help the classical 
teacher in such aims as these would make the Association a real and 
vital force.14 

Establishment of the Association was the culmination of an idea whose 
time had come. Morale among classicists improved as regional organizations 
came into being, CAMWS being only the first. The Classical Association of 
New England (CANE) followed the next year, the Classical Association of the 
Middle States and Maryland, which later changed its name to the Classical 
Association of the Atlantic States (CAAS), in 1907, the Classical Association 
of the Pacific Northwest (CAPN) in 1911, and the Classical Association of the 
Pacific States (CAPS) in 1915.15 The New Englanders chose not to establish 
their own publication, instead benefiting from the already existing CJ. The 
Middle States, however, went their own way, with the appearance in October 
1907 of the first number of The Classical Weekly, which announced on its first 
page, in a statement signed by Charles Knapp, 

The object of the Classical Association of the Middle States and 
Maryland...is to unite all persons in the Middle States and Maryland 
who are interested in the study of the literature, the life, and the art of 
ancient Greece and ancient Rome, that the position of the Classics 
may be strengthened in every possible way, through the encouragement 
of research and the development of better methods of teaching. 

Only two years after CAMWS's foundation, then, the character of the 
classical profession had undergone dramatic change and betterment. Where 
before there had been one national organization whose prime impact was in 
the northeast and upon college and university people, there were now three 
regional associations as well, whose territories embraced most of the country 
east of the Rockies, with the chief exception of five south Atlantic states, and 
whose constituencies included as many school teachers as possible. "In these 
later years," wrote F. G. Moore, "the whole situation has been altered by the 
increasing number of local organizations, which, with somewhat different aims 
from ours, naturally attract many of our members to meetings held at other sea­
sons (viz. other than at Christmastime), and perhaps at more frequent inter­
vals. Opportunity for scholarly and friendly intercourse, once limited for most 
of us to our yearly gatherings, are now offered by these flourishing local socie­
ties as well."16 

The first issue of Classical Philology appeared in January 1906. Since the 
University of Chicago Press published both it and Classical Journal and members 
of CAMWS received both publications, the two were linked, perhaps unfairly, in 
the eyes of some of the eastern establishment. In a letter dated Nov. 2, 1905, to 
W.M. Lindsay, who was one of the original board of editors of CP, Basil 
Gildersleeve, founder and editor of The American Journal of Philology, wrote, 



14 THE CLASSICAL ASSOCIATION OF THE MIDDLE WEST AND SOUTH 

When the Chicago people told me that they were about to get up a 
journal of classical philology, what could I say? One man informed me 
that it was intended to stimulate production in the West, another that 
it was meant to provide a vehicle for the teeming wealth of the West, a 
third that it was to be largely given up to reviews of current 
philological literature, for which as I had often lamented, there was 
scant space in my Journal. Of course, they have my best wishes, but it is 
not in human nature to be overjoyed at an enterprise, which will 
certainly draw away from me valued contributors and make my 
editorial work harder. But as Wilamowitz wrote to me some time ago in 
a noble letter 'Die Wissenschaft geht vor' and I honesdy wish them all 
success and a maintenance of the scientific standard. Some of my best 
friends have gone into the enterprise and your name will help them 
very much. 

Thomas D. Seymour of Yale was not as generous. He wrote Gildersleeve on 
February 10: "I think my colleagues here all agree with me in regretting the 
establishment of Classical Philology, and I believe all would prefer to publish 
articles in your Journal." In reply, on February 20, Gildersleeve wrote: "The 
whole Chicago enterprise is a repetition of the Aaron Burr conspiracy."17 

Does Gildersleeve refer to more than the establishment of Classical 
Philology in these comments? I do not think so; the foundation of an associa­
tion which would look particularly to the advancement of teaching and of a 
journal with a focus so different from that of his own American Journal of 
Philology could hardly have concerned him. He certainly does not seem to have 
commented upon the establishment of the regional association (The Middle 
States and Maryland) which immediately affected him and the appearance of 
its publication less than two years later.18 
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T W O T h e F i r s t D e c a d e 
FROM ITS BEGINNING, CAMWS has had to face continually two important chal­
lenges, the first logistical, that of survival and growth, the second educational 
and philosophical: what is to be the relationship of classicists on the college/ 
university level and those who teach in secondary schools, both on the program 
of the annual meeting and in choice of material for the Journal. Without the 
strength of an adequate membership no organization can survive, and so the 
early years looked to reaching all classicists in the Association's region until a 
"satisfactory" number of members was attained. 

Since negotiations for the publication of CJ were not concluded until mid-
October, the first number did not appear until December; it was followed by six 
more on a monthly basis, making a total of seven for the year rather than the 
contractual eight. But the issues were much larger than the publishing contract 
specified, which spoke of eight issues of at least twenty-four pages each. The 
first four issues of volume one offered thirty-two pages, the next two forty, and 
the seventh forty-four. The total was thus 252 pages rather than a minimum of 
192. It was a good beginning for the second major classical periodical in the 
United States, following The American Journal of Philology by a bit more than a 
quarter of a century and preceding Classical Philology by one month. 

One of the Journal's goals was to inform the classical community of events, 
trends, and ideas. In the first issue, therefore, considerable space was devoted to 
the announcement of a department entitled "Reports from the Classical Field." 
The statement was signed by J.J. Schlicher of Terre Haute, Indiana. 

As the representative of a large body of classical teachers, the Classical 
Journal considers it a duty to keep them in touch with one another, and 
to make them acquainted with the varying conditions under which the 
work of classical instruction is done, with the goals that are set up, and 
the means that are employed to reach them. 

Classical teachers, like other people, can not live by bread, nor yet 
by highly technical articles, alone. In particular, that great number of 
them who, in high schools, normal schools, and small colleges, must 
perform their work at a distance from universities and libraries, are in 
constant need of a means of communication between themselves and 
the larger world of workers in their field. Scholarship, original 
production, and effective teaching are possible under very adverse 
circumstances; but for a normal, healthy growth they need the interest 
and sympathy of fellow-workers, the feeling of ideals held in common, 
the clearer vision that comes from an acquaintance with other 
conditions than one's own, and the inspiration that is given by a 
knowledge of efforts and struggles by others working along the same line. 

As things are at present, there is practically no opportunity for the 
average teacher in an isolated position to keep himself informed of what 
is going on. It is not surprising if many a classical student of good 
promise goes out from the university with high resolutions, and in a very 
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few years comes to an end, both as a scholar and as a teacher worthy of 
the name, from sheer starvation. It is not only as one of the Journal's 
duties, therefore, but as an effort to supply an urgent need, that the 
editors have decided to set apart several pages each month for "Reports 
from the Classical Field." 

It will not be amiss to indicate in detail some of the lines along 
which information may be mutually helpful: 

1. Existing conditions and changes in the organization of school 
systems and in the courses of study; requirements for entrance and 
graduation in the various institutions, so far as they affect the classics; 
statistics of attendance in Latin and Greek classes, as compared with 
that in other subjects; establishment of professorships and fellowships, 
and appointments to important positions in schools and colleges, and to 
other positions connected with classical work. 

2. Important lines of study and investigation undertaken in 
university courses and seminars, or by individuals; publications planned 
or in progress, such as journals, studies, or doctor's dissertations; other 
undertakings of interest to classical teachers, e.g. expeditions, 
excavations, the establishment or increase of special libraries and 
museums, conferences, commissions, and so forth. 

3. Methods and means of instructions; the material equipment for 
classical work in schools and colleges; the preparation of the teacher, 
and ways and means at his disposal for continuing the work of 
self-improvement when actively engaged in teaching; vacation study, 
travel, etc. 

4- Programmes and accounts of the work of classical clubs and 
associations, and of organizations of teachers and pupils; accounts of the 
presentation of classical plays, and of other means of arousing and giving 
expression to an interest in classical study. 

5. The most important foreign news in the classical field, so far as it 
can be obtained and is of interest to American teachers. 

The precise lines to be followed will naturally be determined by the 
needs of the Journal's readers, and not only contributions, but questions 
and suggestions will be most welcome. The success of the undertaking 
will depend very largely on the interest which the readers take in it, and 
on the extent to which they are personally willing to co-operate by 
making contributions. It may not seem much that the individual can 
contribute, nor interesting to him on account of his familiarity with it, 
but his experience may nevertheless be different from that of others, and 
may present the matter from a new point of view. And if there should be 
absolutely nothing to report, the way is still left open to create a 
condition or bring to pass an event which will call for a report later on. ' 

Since the first meeting, when membership was estimated to be 600, the roll 
of paid-up members had risen by early 1906 to 786, divided by states as follows: 
Alabama 6; Arkansas 3; Colorado 8; Illinois 151; Indiana 69; Iowa 86; Kansas 
29; Kentucky 10; Louisiana 4; Michigan 70; Minnesota 23; Mississippi 9; 
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Missouri 76; Nebraska 35; North Dakota 3; Ohio 66; Oklahoma 4; South 
Dakota 10; Tennessee 14; Texas 17; West Virginia 5; Wisconsin 88.1 

The second annual meeting of the Association was in St. Louis in early 
May. In some respects, it was to be more important than the first, which had 
been concerned with foundation. This gathering had to face the questions of 
maintenance of life and expansion of activity; with a viable organ of publicity, 
the organization could exert influence in the educational field that classicists 
had not previously had and could perhaps help stem the assault upon the clas­
sics. The call to the St. Louis convention offered what could almost be called a 
platform for the organization. 

But apart from these considerations there are special reasons why every 
member of the Association should endeavor to attend this meeting. 
Coming as it does at the end of the first year of the Association's 
activity, it gives us an opportunity of considering in detail the many 
questions that have arisen in the course of these months. We can take 
stock, and lay our plans for the future in the light of past experience. We 
must, for example, devise ways and means of increasing our membership. 
To be sure, our growth in a single year has been remarkable. It has been 
amply demonstrated that ours is a real and not an artificial union; we 
have now nearly nine hundred members in good standing. But the work 
has only begun. There are thousands of classical teachers in the territory 
whom we have not yet reached—men and women whose co-operation is 
as essential to our complete success as it is to their own academic 
efficiency; and it is only at a large and representative meeting that we 
can determine upon the best methods of interesting them in the cause. 
There are other questions also which should receive careful 
consideration: What relations can be established between our 
Association and the various local classical conferences? That there is an 
opportunity here for mutual strengthening can hardly be doubted. 
Again, in what way can the Association best bring its influence to bear 
upon the making of school and college curricula? The representatives of 
other organizations and other departments have for a long time been 
persistently pushing their subjects to the front. Their influence upon 
boards of trustees, school superintendents, and college faculties has been 
enormous. Subjects to which, ten years ago, little time was given, and 
subjects entirely new, have shown an astounding and in some cases 
deplorable expansion. This has invariably resulted in the crowding, or 
even the exclusion, of studies of the older curriculum, among which the 
classics have suffered most severely. The Association would fail in one of 
its most important functions if it did not meet the situation resolutely 
and combat what its members must regard as dangerous influences in 
modern educational theory.3 

In the event, two hundred members attended the meeting. The program 
had been arranged by invitation, and for the future two innovations were voted. 
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The printed program would contain not only the title of the paper and the 
author's name but also a brief statement of the paper's thesis or argument and 
one or two members would be appointed to lead the discussion of each paper. 
"The proposed arrangement entails a cutting-down of the number of papers, and 
that too seems to us desirable."4 In spite of this noble and almost Draconian 
measure, the desired discussion seldom ensued. 

The final number of CJ's second volume reported that satisfactory negotia­
tions with the New England Classical Association had been completed. The 
latter had opted against establishing a journal of its own. Henceforth the two 
Associations would cooperate, the New Englanders furnishing an Associate 
Editor to the Editorial Board. 

The third year of the Association's existence continued to focus upon 
greater involvement of more people in activities furthering the classical cause 
and in increasing discussion of papers at the annual meeting. Special commit­
tees of ten or more were organized in each of the twenty-two member states. 
These committees, chaired by the state vice-president, were intended to be per­
manent parts of the organization; they were expected to strengthen the 
Association's work at the local level. The Program Committee decided that 
brief abstracts of the papers to be presented at the spring meeting would be pub­
lished beforehand in the Journal. And the year saw the first expansion of the 
Association's territory. 

The Association at its founding was essentially a grouping of states centered 
upon the Mississippi River, actually more Middle West than South. In 1908 the 
missing southern Atlantic states were admitted to membership, as was an upper 
northwestern state: Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
and Idaho increased the number of states to twenty-eight. The shape of the 
Association had now almost reached its final form. Both by this accession of 
new territory and continued growth, the membership of CAMWS rose above 
1500, to reach 1700 in 1909. 

For the first time, the annual meeting was held in a city other than Chicago 
or St. Louis. The choice was the "Athens of the South," Nashville. The 
meeting served as a test for the new program arrangements as well as to see 
whether southerners would support a meeting in their midst. The program as 
published in CJ indicated the main lines of each paper's argument and identi­
fied the discussion leader. 

It is an excellent programme, representative of all interests, well 
balanced, and especially noticeable for the large number of papers in 
which the subjects are of immediate bearing on the practical work of 
school and college teachers. A commendable feature is the systematic 
arrangement made for discussion. In the case of each paper a summary of 
the content or line of argument is given and a leader of the discussion 
named. The Journal has always contended for fewer papers and more 
discussion. Even a brief discussion of five or ten minutes will often do 
more to drive home the essential points of a paper than twice that time 
spent by a reader in further elaboration of his theme. Under the 
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admirable arrangements made by the Programme Committee, the plan 
will have a good trial. 

We urge all members of the Association to be present. Apart from 
the excellence of the programme and the very attractive arrangements 
which Vanderbilt University and Peabody College are making for our 
entertainment, the meeting is an especially important one. It is the first 
occasion on which the Association has convened elsewhere than at 
Chicago or St. Louis, and upon the degree of success attained will 
depend very largely the future policy of the Association in regard to the 
place of meeting. In our opinion the advantages of going to different 
places outweigh the central position and the railroad facilities which are 
so often urged in favor of Chicago and St. Louis. To hold meetings at 
points on the extreme boundaries of our territory would not of course be 
wise, but there are a number of places, seats of universities or normal 
schools, with satisfactory railroad facilities and in the center of a large 
section of our territory, which would afford every opportunity for a 
successful meeting: Cincinnati, Bloomington, Ind., Urbana, 111., Iowa 
City, Madison, Ann Arbor, and others. Wherever a meeting is held the 
local interest is intensified and there is invariably a substantial increase 
in the roll of members. Moreover, our territory is so large that it is only 
by meeting in different places that we can give all our members an equal 
opportunity of taking part in the programmes and in the management of 
the Association.5 

The program consisted of sixteen papers and an invited address on the 
Friday evening. The chief business conducted at the meeting led to the appoint­
ment of a committee to help classicists "provide for the common defense" of 
their discipline against a variety of enemies. The relationship of smaller classical 
groups with the Association also received consideration. An editorial in CJ 
addressed this subject. 

T H E U N I F I C A T I O N O F C L A S S I C A L S C H O L A R S H I P 

This caption does not indicate that classical scholarship is in a condition 
of unity, but that such unification is an end much to be desired. A 
general view of the history of scholarship, classical or otherwise, reveals 
the fact that scholars have not been sufficiently united in the interests of 
a common cause. There has been, on the one hand, lack of sympathy 
and co-operation among students in the same field, due to a too limited 
knowledge of each other's work, a too restricted personal acquaintance 
with fellow-workers, an indifference to all except one's own necessarily 
narrow lines of work; not to mention the open hostility often existing 
between those who should be active co-workers, springing from 
personal, institutional, and sectional misunderstanding, jealousy, and 
prejudice. Such a condition has been more than disastrous to the cause 
in which all have common and vital interest. 

Classical scholars in particular have need to unite their forces and 
work in the closest possible understanding and sympathy; this, for the 
reason that the classics have in this age as never before been put upon 
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the defensive by a materialistic generation that "seeketh after a sign," 
the sign of utility. Classicists have themselves to thank for much of the 
embarrassment in which they find themselves. To a united and 
organized front of opposition, they have presented a straggling and 
inharmonious line of defense. To a persistent demand that they stand 
and deliver cause why they should exist, they have had no clear-cut 
answer in which they could all agree. 

It was with this feeling of need, and in view of the diverse opinions 
prevailing among classical scholars regarding the aims of classical study 
and the consequent embarrassment to the best concert of interests, that, 
at the recent conference at Nashville, the following motion, presented 
by Professor F. C Eastman, of the University of Iowa, was adopted by the 
Association: "That a commission of seven be appointed by the 
Executive Committee whose duty shall be to collate and digest the 
leading articles of more recent years pertaining to the subject and to 
formulate the common aims and purposes of classical study." 

It was understood that the findings of this commission should be 
published in the Classical Journal for the benefit of all teachers of the 
classics. In order to leave the executive committee entirely untrammeled 
in its choice, the personnel of this commission is not necessarily 
confined to members of the Classical Association of the Middle West 
and South. 

This movement toward a common understanding, and a uniformity 
of aims is encouraging and should produce good results. Still more 
encouraging is the movement toward intelligent and sympathetic 
co-operation which has for several years past been in progress, the 
formation of classical associations in different sections of the country. 
These have already proved themselves of great value, presenting as they 
do an opportunity of extending personal acquaintance among scholars, 
and a means of presentation and discussion of problems and aims from 
the various fields of individual workers. In order still further to enhance 
the value of our own Classical Association, a second motion was 
presented at Nashville by Professor Eastman, looking toward the 
affiliation of smaller classical clubs and societies with the large 
Association. This motion, as adopted by the conference, was as follows: 

Each state vice-president shall be authorized to organize in his own state 
an auxiliary association which shall be known as the section of the 
Classical Association of the Middle West and South, of which all 
members of the Classical Association shall be members ex facto, and 
whose purpose shall be primarily the consideration of local classical 
interests and their relation to the Association. These sections shall meet 
at least once a year at a place and time to be determined by the state 
vice-president, who shall be ex officio chairman. The vice-president shall 
transmit to the secretary-treasurer a record of such proceedings of the 
section as may be of general interest within four weeks following the 
date of the section meeting.6 

THE FIRST DECADE 23 

The awareness of the importance of the expansion of classical organizations 
to the state and even local level continued to be a subject on the editorial pages 
of the Journal. But, early in 1909, an editorial brought another area of 
importance for the cause of the classics to the fore; it speaks to the 1980s as 
lucidly as it did to the end of the first decade of this century. It was signed by 
Charles D. Adams of Dartmouth College, editor for New England. It merits 
quotation in extenso. 

But there is an even more important work that the local clubs should do, 
but which they seem in few cases to have attempted. This is the work of 
developing among the educated people in their communities a group of 
lovers of the classics. The immediate danger to classical studies is not so 
much the danger that they will be driven out of the schools and colleges, 
as that they will be shut up within them. The local classical club ought 
to bring together a group of college graduates who have had more or less 
of Latin and Greek in college, but who are losing their knowledge of 
both by disuse; the young physician who looks back on his academy 
course in Vergil as one of the most delightful experiences of his 
boyhood, but who never got quite to the point of reading Vergil easily 
and for pleasure; the lawyer who read Demosthenes on the Crown when 
he was a college sophomore, but who has no conception of what the 
great speech would mean to him if he could read it now with his mature 
appreciation of oratory and of politics; the minister who has Greek 
enough to enable him to use his New Testament commentary, but who 
will never read his Plato unless he has help from people who know more 
about Greek than he does; the young woman "at home" who felt the 
charm of the Greek drama in her college studies, but who will certainly 
never take it up again unless she has some special impulse and some real 
help on the linguistic side. The truth is that with the shortening of the 
time that the ordinary student in the classical course of our colleges is 
willing to give to Latin and Greek, the ordinary graduate comes out at 
about the point where he is prepared to begin the serious study of the 
literature, but where he will almost certainly drop the study unless he 
finds himself under some outside stimulus and among people who will 
give him some real assistance. These classical graduates who have never 
carried their studies to the point of large fruitfulness are the really 
dangerous enemies of classical studies; as time goes on and they realize 
that the ancient literatures have little or no place in their present 
intellectual life, they question the value of the classical training, and 
when their children in turn come into school, we find these parents 
saying that they prefer to have their time given to the modern studies. 
Greek studies in particular are suffering in our schools today because so 
many of the men and women in our communities who have studied 
Greek in college have dropped it without ever having carried it to a 
point where they had the knowledge or the maturity to appreciate it. 
Their knowledge of the Greek literature is that of their youth; if they 
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could bring to it the taste and judgement of mature manhood, they 
would become champions of a culture in which they are now losing 
faith. If in any community the teacher of Greek in the school sees his 
classes diminishing, the most effective measure that he can take to 
restore interest is to gather together the group of men and women who 
have some knowledge of the language, and help them to come into some 
real appreciation of the literature.7 

Volume five of CJ was marked by the attention given to the report of the 
Commission on College Entrance Requirements in Latin and its antecedents. 
The Commission had been established in 1908 by the American Philological 
Association, at the request of CAMWS, the Classical Association of the 
Atlantic States, and the Classical Association of New England. Its charge was 
"to formulate definitions of such requirements and to further the adoption of 
these definitions by our colleges and universities." 8 At the conclusion of this 
volume, the publishing contract with the University of Chicago expired. The 
University Press made the most satisfactory proposal for a new contract, under 
the terms of which CJ was entirely separate from Classical Philology in financial 
management. CP would continue to be furnished to members of the 
Association for substantially the same low cost (about thirty-eight cents a copy) 
as before. Further, there would subsequently be nine numbers of CJ each year 
rather than eight, without, however, an increase in the total number of pages. 
The first issue of a volume would henceforth appear in early October rather 
than November. 

The Association's life had now settled into a necessary routine. A satisfac­
tory pattern of meetings had developed, and the Journal had passed from birth 
to adolescence, as it were, with a lustrum. It had grown increasingly larger and 
the new contract was more favorable financially. The great challenges now were 
to maintain the momentum of influence on the classical scene and in the wider 
educational world. Both at the meetings and in the pages of CJ, there was a 
quality of preaching to the converted and of shipping coals to Newcastle. 

At the 1911 meeting, two resolutions were introduced and passed, of gen­
eral interest and importance. 

EXCAVATIONS IN ASIA MINOR 

WHEREAS, The preservation of priceless monuments of history and 
archaeology is seriously imperiled by the rapid advancement of 
commercial enterprise in Asia Minor; and 
WHEREAS, All that untold wealth of material for the better 
understanding of the civilizations represented by Babylon, Greece, 
Rome, and early Christianity can be saved only by immediate, 
continuous, and systematic exploration and excavation; be it 
RESOLVED, That the Classical Association of the Middle West and 
South hereby expresses its approval of the splendid plans outlined by Dr. 
J. R. S. Sterrett of Cornell University for not only the surface 
exploration, but also the thorough excavation of important sites of Asia 
Minor, and its eager hope that some richly endowed American 
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institution or some American citizen of wealth will come to the rescue 
with a subvention adequate to save from destruction that vast and 
wonderful material in imminent danger of being forever lost. 

U N I F O R M G R A M M A T I C A L T E R M I N O L O G Y 

We, members of the Classical Association of the Middle West and 
South, assembled in St. Louis at the annual meeting for the year 1911, 
desire to express our cordial approval of the movement already begun by 
two educational bodies in America for the harmonizing of grammatical 
nomenclature and our strong interest in its success. 

In order that the work in all its interrelations may most successfully 
be accomplished, we beg to request the National Education Association, 
the Modern Language Association, and the American Philological 
Association to arrange a joint committee for the study of grammatical 
terminology, and the framing of a consistent system; the members of this 
committee to be divided as evenly as possible among the three bodies, 
and also to represent as evenly as possible the school and college alike, 
provision being made at the same time for representation of the side of 
school superintendence.9 

The Executive Committee proposed an amendment to the constitution, 
whereby the vice-president of the Association would no longer be the vice-
president for his own state. It went into effect after approval at the next annual 
meeting.10 

Classical Journal continued its detailed reporting on the labors of the 
Commission on College-Entrance Requirements in Latin with an article by the 
chairman of the Commission, John C. Kirtland, on "The Consequents of the 
Commission's Report." n The proposals for uniformity throughout the country 
had met with remarkable response, although by no means a unanimous one. 
"The assured agreement of the Latin requirements of the four great universities 
which admit students only by examination (Columbia, Harvard, Princeton, and 
Yale) is alone enough to justify the agitation."12 

Volume seven of the Journal saw two innovations, the first of which was 
announced as the lead editorial of the new volume. 

For some time past the desirability has been felt by those interested in 
the Classical Journal of the establishment of a foreign correspondence by 
which our readers may receive from time to time a fresh and reliable 
presentation of events and tendencies in England and on the Continent 
of interest to classical students. After a due consideration of available 
men, we have succeeded in securing the services of two scholars whose 
occasional letters from England and Germany respectively will prove of 
much interest and value. Our correspondent for England will be Mr. W. 
E. P. Pantin, of London, assistant master in St. Paul's School, member of 
the council of the Classical Association and secretary of its Curriculum 
Committee, secretary also of the Joint Committee on Grammatical 
Terminology. Our correspondent for Germany will be Dr. Paul Cauer, 
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Provrnxjal-Schulrat and professor in Miinster, whose prominence and 
vigor as a writer and worker in the classics make his service to us a real 
acquisition. We hope to publish initial installments from these 
contributors at an early date.13 

Later in the year the editors announced the establishment of a new depart­
ment, entided "Queries." "It is hardly necessary to say that the editors will not 
attempt to answer all questions from their own knowledge: they will attempt to 
refer to competent authorities such as need the specialists' knowledge....the edi­
tors must feel free to decide whether a question and answer will interest only an 
individual or may interest others."14 This innovation appeared for the first time 
in the March 1912 number. Its purpose was to assist above all the individual 
who did not have ready access to colleagues or libraries and to ease his educa­
tional isolation. 

The high point of the JoumaVs next volume was the publication of the 1911 
Report of the United States Commissioner of Education, which reported the 
statistics of enrollment in all high school subjects. The Report, hitherto pub­
lished annually, would henceforth appear only every five years. The figures of 
this one, therefore, were to prove even more significant than could have been 
anticipated, because they were the last before the dislocations brought on by the 
pressures of the war years. German, for example, which had more than twice the 
enrollment of French, essentially disappeared from the schools. 

The combined figures for public and private high schools revealed that 
Latin was the fifth most popular subject, behind only English Literature, 
Algebra, Rhetoric, and History (other than United States), with a total of 
405,502 students, representing 49.59% of the total. Greek, with 10,739 stu­
dents, was more than twice as important as Spanish.is These figures can serve as 
a benchmark for comparison with those of later surveys to record the vagaries of 
the fortunes of Latin and Greek. 

Attendance at the meeting in Indianapolis was affected by floods. The most 
significant action was the admission of the state of Utah to the Association's 
membership, making a total of twenty-nine states. The membership now stood 
at 1,802, distributed as follows: 

Alabama, 20; Arkansas, 12; Colorado, 34; Florida, 23; Illinois, 243; 
Georgia, 29; Idaho, 12; Indiana, 139; Iowa, 142; Kansas, 137; Kentucky, 
62; Louisiana, 26; Michigan, 108; Minnesota, 70; Mississippi, 20; 
Missouri, 128; Nebraska, 65; North Carolina, 21; North Dakota, 22; 
Ohio, 200; Oklahoma, 15; South Carolina, 12; South Dakota, 19; 
Tennessee, 43; Texas, 52; Virginia, 35; West Virginia, 12; Wisconsin, 
100.16 

When the new contract for publication of the Classical Journal had been 
negotiated, it called for the printing of eight issues of forty-eight pages each, a 
total of 384 pages. With the beginning of volume six, the number of issues was 
increased to nine, without, however, an increase in the number of pages. The 
next volumes, therefore, consisted of six issues of forty-eight pages and three of 
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thirty-two. During the course of volume nine (1913-1914), which itself had 416 
pages, additional pages were authorized, to make nine issues uniformly of forty-
eight pages each, a total of 432 pages. 

Volume ten contained the following item: 

A B U R E A U O F I N F O R M A T I O N 

A recent letter from one of our correspondents contained the following 
statement: "There seems to be no bureau of information in our Classical 
Association, and so I hope you will pardon my troubling you," etc. On 
the contrary, it should be understood that the Association's Journal is its 
bureau of information; and, while we are not planning a formal 
department of "Questions and Answers," we shall be glad to answer or 
obtain answers to pertinent questions from our readers and publish these 
answers in an appropriate place in the Journal, where the questions seem 
to be of more than individual interest.17 

Clearly the establishment of the department entided "Queries" had not 
been a success. It obviously did not receive either the quantity or kind of 
inquiry which would produce publishable material. One wonders how this new 
opportunity was expected to differ. 

The officers of the Association continued to be concerned with pleading 
the case of the classics to those outside the profession.18 As a result, the estab­
lishment of a Committee on Publicity was authorized in 1914. Its first report the 
following year proposed two plans. 

One of the greatest newspaper syndicates of the Middle West has agreed 
to take for its use an unlimited number of "stories" on classical themes. 
These will be used in "boiler-plate," "type-high miscellany," and "patent 
insides." The circulation of such matter is enormous, as everyone knows. 
Articles submitted must possess "news interest" and be "snappy." 

• • • • • • 

The second plan of the committee is intended to provide for the 
dissemination of matter relating more directly to the study of the 
classics. The editors of the Classical Journal have agreed to devote the 
last two pages of each number to an article, or a series of articles, along 
this line. The next to the last page of the Journal will contain articles 
furnished through the committee, and will be printed in brevier type in 
two columns, so that the page may be detached and used for "copy." The 
article in the penultimate page of this issue has already been mentioned 
in the Journal. 

Every member of the Association who reads the Journal is requested 
to detach the page of "copy" and to present it personally to the editor of 
at least one newspaper, magazine, educational journal, or other 
periodical of his city or town, with the request that it be printed. 
Members are also asked, and urged, to furnish papers to the committee 
for this purpose. Material may be original or borrowed; we cannot afford 
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to be too finical about credit for this cause. The committee will not be 
able to prepare all the "copy," but it will act as a clearing-house for 
material which members may submit. 

The publicity committee was authorized because of the belief of the 
Association that the studies and opinions of those best fitted to 
appreciate the classics reach too narrow a circle when published in our 
technical journals. We convince ourselves, who are already convinced; a 
wider public remains uninstructed and uninspired. The day is past when 
we as lovers of the classics dare hesitate, with any sort of mock modesty, 
to herald the merits of our "wares." Our cause is just, and we may as well 
determine frankly to use the methods of advertising which have become 
so potent in the business world. Our "advertising" must be dignified and 
veracious. Indeed, the conservative commercial advertiser does not use 
the fog-horn; he pursues the scriptural counsel to set his light on a 
candlestick rather than hide it under a bushel.19 

At the same meeting in 1915, the relationship between the Association and 
Classical Philology was severed. Members of the Association had always received 
the learned journal as a benefit of their membership. Many complained that the 
contents of CP were too esoteric and scholarly for their taste and resented the 
cost to the Association, which proved never to be more than forty cents per 
person. But that sum, though small, represented one-fifth of the membership 
income of the Association. Therefore, those who wished to continue to receive 
CP would pay an additional forty cents; this figure was substantially below the 
regular subscription cost. The new arrangement continued to benefit members 
who desired to receive the University of Chicago publication and dramatically 
increased the monies which the officers of the Association were able to budget. 

Between the tenth and eleventh annual meetings of the Association, much 
of Europe had gone to war. The United States was still uninvolved and officially 
neutral. In the following year, President Woodrow Wilson would win reelection 
on the basis of the popular slogan, "He kept us out of war." That circumstance 
would soon change. With that change would come others, to life in general and 
education in particular. Opposition to the classics had existed in colonial days 
in the persons of such as Benjamin Franklin and Benjamin Rush, who were 
more concerned with the "useful." Opposition had never ceased in the decades 
that followed; it was now to intensify under the extraordinary pressures of war. 

NOTES 
l . C J 1(1905-06) 21-22. 
2. ibid 68. 
3. ibid 129-30. 
4. CJ 2 (1906-07) 281. 
5. CJ 3 (1907-08) 171-172. 
6. ibid 297-298. 
7. CJ 5 (1909-10) 50-51. 

THE FIRST DECADE 29 

8. ibid 155. See J.C. Kirtland, "The Antecedents of the Commission's Report," 
147-154; "Report of the Commission on College Entrance Requirements in 
Latin," 155-160; Kirtland, 'The Report of the Commission," 243-249. 

9. CJ 6 (1910-11) 321-322. 
10. ibid 322. 
11. ibid 330-342. 
12. ibid 341. 
13. CJ 7 (1911-12)1. 
14. ibid 193. 
15. CJ 8 (1912-13) 319. 
16. ibid 354. 
17. CJ 10 (1914-15) 194. 
18. ibid 245. 
19. ibid 267,269. 



31 

T H R E E T h e F i r s t W o r l d W a r 

THE OUTBREAK OF THE WAR IN EUROPE had little direct effect upon the life of the 
Association. More than two years had passed before the United States became a 
participant. When American troops arrived in France, the stalemate of trench 
warfare with its enormous slaughter on both sides awaited infusions of men and 
materiel for resolution. As it happened, American forces and industrial might 
made the difference, with the armistice of November 11, 1918, at 11:00 A.M., 
returning peace to a world that would never be the same. 

The Association continued in its pattern of annual meetings and regular 
appearance of Classical Journal. No meetings were cancelled because of exi­
gency, publication was not hindered by a shortage of paper. But in the years fol­
lowing the war the educational climate was vastly different, not only in the 
United States but in Great Britain and on the continent. The value of study of 
the ancient languages and their civilizations was challenged as never before; 
classicists found themselves constantly on the defensive. This circumstance 
required bold responses. 

The change in the relationship of the Association and Classical Philology 
meant that all membership income, save for the necessary expenses of running 
the Association, could be funneled into the publication of CJ. Consequendy, 
with the beginning of volume eleven, the number of pages was again increased. 
There were now nine numbers of sixty-four pages each, a total of 576 for the 
volume. The editors also felt themselves compelled to include some scholarly 
articles which earlier would have found a home in CP and were now able to 
include in one number articles of substantial length which earlier had been 
divided into two or more issues. Yet all the Association's initiatives did not find 
immediate success. The Publicity Committee suffered from lack of contribu­
tions. It repeated its call for material: "Articles which show concretely and 
pointedly the 'practical' use of the classics ought to be especially effective. As 
yet scarcely any articles have been received.... We have the choice of taking our 
places on the firing-line or of being exterminated."1 

The Committee had produced, within half a year from the spring meeting, 
its first salvo in the struggle for recognition of our subjects. 

The pamphlet authorized at Nashville is now ready. It is in the form of a 
dialogue of only ten pages between filius and pater, and is entided 
"Arguing with Bob." Copies will be sent to all members of the 
Association. A first edition of 10,000 is being printed. The committee 
hopes that many times that number will ultimately be required. In order 
to finance possible future editions the nominal price for the pamphlet of 
one cent each, 20 cents for 25, and 70 cents a hundred will be charged. 
Cash must be sent with the order to the chairman of the committee, 
Professor C. H. Weeler, Iowa City, Iowa. 

" A R G U I N G W I T H B O B " 

The bright little pamphlet already mentioned as recendy issued by our 
Publicity Committee represents a father enlightening his son as to the 
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value of the study of the classics, and encouraging him to continue 
with his Latin. The idea is a happy one in that it brings the father into 
the discussion of the problem, and it is indeed the interest of the father 
which should be enlightened and enlisted in this cause, for it is he who 
ultimately decides the studies which his children are to pursue. We 
trust that not only every school principal and teacher, but that every 
father and mother will read and ponder "Arguing with Bob."2 

The meeting in 1916 featured a distinguished visitor. The Reverend Henry 
Browne of University College, Dublin, president of the Classical Association of 
Ireland, delivered the main address on "Our Renaissance: Its Meaning, Aim, 
and Method."3 Further, the states of New Mexico and Wyoming were admitted 
to membership in the Association, but Idaho withdrew to join the newly-
formed Classical Association of the Pacific States. Classical Journal was adopted 
as the latter's official publication, and an editor for the Pacific States joined the 
Editorial Board. 

Thus, within the span of a decade, the movement which began with 
CAMWS' foundation, to establish regional organizations throughout the 
country, reached fruition. There were four regional classical associations, which 
incorporated every state in the union: CAMWS, the Classical Association of 
the Atlantic States, the Classical Association of New England, and CAPS. The 
Classical Journal was the publication of all save CAAS, which issued Classical 
Weekly. In 1905, only the American Philological Association had brought clas­
sicists together on more than a local scale, and only the American Journal of 
Philology had existed as a means of publication of more than annual appearance. 
Now there were substantial regional organizations and three more publications, 
CJ,CP,andCW. 

The Association had thus reached its ultimate extent within the United 
States, thirty states. These have remained members without change to the 
present day. Expansion in future would have to be to the north. 

The business session voted once again to increase the number of pages in CJ 
beginning with the next volume; as many as four of the nine issues were to have 
an additional sixteen pages, a maximum of 640 for the whole. The printing con­
tract with the University of Chicago Press was renewed for four years. 
Membership as of April 15, 1916, had reached 1,940. For the first time, a major 
change in the format of the annual meeting was approved. Beginning in 1917, 
the first session would commence Thursday at noon, the last would conclude 
Saturday afternoon. From now on, the meeting would stretch over three days 
rather than two. 

Early in volume 12 there appeared, for the first time, the Treasurer's Report, 
so that the entire membership, indeed the entire classical profession, could be 
informed of the Association's financial status. + The annual meeting once again 
authorized an increase in the size of the Journal, each number of which would 
cover eighty pages, a total of 720. This was almost the largest size the Journal 
would ever reach, but it was not to come to pass for some years. A proposal was 
also approved that in future there be a presidential address. In the past there 
had been frequent evening addresses by distinguished scholars, both members 
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and invitees, but there had been no formal occasion at which the President of 
the Association could address the membership on a subject which he deemed 
important. 

Volume thirteen of the Journal devoted substantial space to a report on the 
Princeton Classical Conference. Since this gathering represented a major 
attempt to fight back against the attack of the enemies of classics and had sig­
nificant results for the future of classical studies, I have chosen to cite an exten­
sive portion of the report. 

Although the purpose and nature of the classical conference held at 
Princeton University on the second of last June were clearly set forth in 
the press prior to the meetings, yet an erroneous impression concerning 
them has prevailed in many quarters. Even a large number of teachers of 
the classics, both in the United States and in Canada, have failed to 
grasp the significance of this remarkable gathering. Is there any reason 
for wonder, then, that the utilitarian world has been able to withhold 
from this conference the distinction due it because of its unique 
importance? It seems really necessary that a statement should be made as 
to just what the conference was, and what it was not. 

The one theme of all the addresses was the place of classical studies 
in liberal education. Moreover, the addresses were one and all delivered 
by, and expressed the carefully formulated conviction of, a number of 
American citizens of national and even international distinction who 
by vocation are not associated with the teaching of the classics. One 
does not need the eyes of an Argus to see that this one circumstance 
alone marks the Princeton conference as something very different from 
all those that have been held before. Even at the risk of seeming to 
become for the time being a mechanical cataloguer, the writer feels 
that he must give the complete personnel of the conferenciers; 
otherwise its importance might fail to be fully grasped. 

(There follow the names of the seventeen participants, among 
whom were Nicholas Murray Butler, President of Columbia University, 
and Roscoe Pound, Dean of the Harvard Law School.) 

The conference closed with an address on "The General Value of 
Classical Studies" by Hon. Henry Cabot Lodge, United States senator 
from Massachusetts. 

The list just given is, as it were, that of the dramatis personae 
appearing before the scenes. But what went on behind the scenes is 
equally, if not more, significant, and is due in large measure to the 
thought and activities of the same class of men who made the public 
deliverances. Indeed, it is to a group of prominent bankers, lawyers, and 
other business men that is to be given the credit of having conceived 
and made possible just such a conference as has been held. On the 
other hand, for the details of the meetings, such as the securing of the 
speakers, the balancing of the programs, the smooth progress of the 
sessions, in short, the practical engineering of the whole scheme, most 
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of the credit is due to the enthusiasm, ingenuity, and industry of Dean 
West, of Princeton University. The fact that leading men of affairs, not 
professionally connected with the quadrangle and the classroom, are 
the moving forces behind this movement ought to be regarded as the 
most substantial encouragement that has been vouchsafed the teachers 
of the classics for many years. For what more convincing demonstration 
could we ask of the correctness of our observation and of the soundness 
of our contention as to what constitutes a truly liberal education? At 
least it permits us to say that the frequent charge against us of 
defending the classics through fear of losing our bread and butter and 
because of our incurably academic habit of thought, may be, after all, 
only a begging of the question and needs reconsideration. 

In view of the fact that all the addresses delivered at the 
conference have been published in book form,5 it is outside the scope 
of this paper to attempt to give their substance in detail. Rather, it 
seems advisable to keep within the limits of a few observations upon 
impressions carried away from the meetings and upon two or three 
arguments presented by certain speakers. 

Perhaps the most damning, certainly the most boring, feature of 
conventions of all kinds in which participants are left free to choose 
their own topics is the sameness of the arguments set forth. This 
classical conference, on the contrary, was unique in that the addresses, 
while intensely unanimous in their main contention, were marked by a 
marvelous variety of argument. Indeed, certain of the audience who 
had no knowledge of the hidden machinery of the meetings went away 
with the idea that the topics had been carefully chosen so as to avoid 
overlapping, and then assigned like so many themes for classroom 
exercises. One auditor expressed his opinion that this playing of 
individual parts had all been agreed upon, as it were, in caucus. The 
fact is, however, that each and every speaker chose his own theme, 
developed it in his own way, and based his support of classical studies 
on his own independent observations. 

• • • • • • 
The limits of this report preclude discussion of the processes of 

reasoning by which the speakers reached their conclusions. At all 
events, it is clear that if these claims are true the importance of the 
classics is very real. Whether the student in his years of manhood 
becomes a politician or only an elector, he is enabled by the 
cultivation of his sense of the continuity of human nature to resist 
certain movements and tendencies by taking his stand on the sure 
ground that according to the experience of the race they are destined 
to fail or even to bring disaster. On the other hand, he can with equal 
confidence in his position abet certain other movements and 
tendencies as adapted to the needs and capacities of human nature. In 
short, his training in the psychology of the race will make for economy 
in legislative effort and improvement in legislative achievement. 
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In his contribution to the discussion Dean Magie6 presented an 
argument in favor of classical studies which aroused no little debate 
after the meetings. The classicists, of course, accepted it as a concession 
which the natural scientist ought long ago to have recognized and 
granted; but many non-classicists maintained that it was put forward 
without sufficient qualification. The point is twofold, part protest, part 
claim. In the first place Dean Magie very emphatically denied that the 
specialists in the natural and the applied sciences have the right to 
appropriate the term science for their departments alone. A sense of 
the morality of terminology should move all scholars to set the lay 
world an example in speaking of linguistic science and literary science. 
Dean Magie's protest against this theft of terms is indeed timely. The 
second part of the argument is a statement of fact justifying the first 
part. It is to the effect that in the proper study of Greek and Latin the 
mind receives the same type of training that it receives in conducting 
experiments in the natural sciences. For example, in translating 
(unaided, presumably) a passage of classical literature the mind works 
from the known to the unknown, often laboriously, to be sure; 
nevertheless, when the work has been accomplished the unknown 
becomes the known. Repetition of the process ingrains a habit of 
thought and a manner of viewing the world. 

If Dean Magie's statement is true, the classicist will be tempted in 
his enthusiastic reception of it to draw many conclusions which, while 
perhaps correct, might still be difficult to defend convincingly. One 
must employ caution in applying the principle. Nevertheless it does not 
seem rash to assert that a student thoroughly trained in the classics is at 
least not devoid of a knowledge and an appreciation of the principles of 
observation, experiment, and proof, which in these latter days are 
frequently claimed as derived only from the study of the natural 

sciences. 
Charles N. Smiley of Grinnell College had the honor of delivering the first 

presidential address at an annual meeting. Although some of his predecessors 
had spoken to the Association, Professor Smiley's appearance was the first to be 
designated "President's address." His subject, most timely for a gathering taking 
place in April 1918, was "Humanism and Democracy." This capstone of the 
program was followed by two informal sessions which considered the 
Association's relation to the war. 

For the first time, the Association's membership rose above 2,000, with 
2,129 recorded at the time of the annual meeting. 

Dean Andrew Fleming West8 of Princeton University, who had been the 
guiding spirit behind the classical conference of 1917, continued his vigorous 
activity in defense of the classics. During the summer of 1918, another classical 
conference was held in conjunction with the annual meeting of the National 
Education Association, the purpose of which was the establishment of an 
American Classical League. In July 1919, at a second conference again held in 
conjunction with the NEA, the American Classical League was born, with the 
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full support of the regional associations; "we regard it not as a rival or as a thing 
apart, but as our own organization in whose support we all unite." ' Dean West 
took the chair, and spoke in part as follows: 

Though the war is over, our warfare in the schools against the weakness 
that springs from ignorance and from low views of duty must be pressed 
more strongly than ever. Otherwise we shall lose the saving help of that 
powerful revival of the belief in discipline and duty, which is the greatest 
educational benefit of the war. 

We care little for the classics or any other study simply as a thing 
by itself. But we are here to maintain the classics because they are 
vitally important for the sake of our own national language (a chief 
bond in our national unity) and other modem tongues, because they 
give an unsurpassed training in sound and accurate habits of study, 
invaluable for every calling in life which requires intelligence, and 
because the classics are the only common underlying linguistic and 
literary bond of our western civilization. They are part of the gold 
standard of education. 

We are forming this American Classical League, therefore, to 
invigorate our entire higher school and college education, to insist that 
the best training should be everywhere available for every boy and girl 
who can take it, to do all we can to improve our own methods of 
teaching, to expose the folly of all sordid or sentimental theories, to 
insist that there is no education worth the name unless it involves 
training the mind, not for the sake of money, place, or power, but in 
order to develop our boys and girls to their highest mental and moral 
excellence, to make them masters in thought and in expression, and 
thus to send them out equipped for lives of the highest usefulness. 

We have many assaults to meet. But we stand at the salient of 
Verdun. Let us acquit ourselves like men.10 

Dean West was elected president with Paul Shorey as vice-president. The 
cause of the classics was fortunate in the selection of these two men, who were 
among the most formidable spokesmen for liberal education in the country. 

After the completion of thirteen volumes of CJ, an Index was authorized 
and published in 1919. In that same year, perhaps suitably at a meeting in 
Atlanta, discussion began about the establishment of a southern section of the 
Association, since the locus of the Association's membership was in the upper 
mid-west. A regional southern meeting, it was argued, would enable many more 
people to attend a classical convention.11 

In 1920, the Association's membership recorded a severe drop, for the first 
time in its history, with some 300 fewer members. This led to a tighter budget; 
for the moment, at least, expansion was at an end. The call to the annual 
meeting echoed with words different from its predecessors: 

The importance of attendance, both to the individual and to the 
associations, can hardly be overestimated. It is especially important this 
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year that we have a numerically strong, enthusiastic rally. The years of 
the war and, worse yet, this post-war year have been lean years to all 
humanistic studies. Society's morale needs a renaissance of humanism. 
It has suffered a severe strain through an overdose of materialism and 
long-continued struggle with material forces. We all need to get back 
to the arts of peace, to the elevating and refining studies of mind and 
spirit. We need to assert once more that if life must be spent, as seems 
just now necessary, amidst the clatter and uproar of material pursuits, 
amidst raucous declaration and war of words, amidst strikes and race 
riots, and demoralizing struggles with the high cost of living, our only 
hope of salvation to sanity and the ultimate triumph of higher 
civilization is to keep alive and brightly burning the ancient flame of 
higher learning. If we must scrub floors, let us scrub them with our 
hands and not with our souls. Let us rally to our annual meeting and 
both contribute and receive new inspiration and encouragement for the 
advancement of the cause of classical studies.12 

"The cause of classical studies" faced similar pressures in England. At just 
about the time that the American Classical League was born, Oxford University 
was considering the place of compulsory Greek; after hot debate, a new Statute 
was passed which provided that Greek would be only one of a variety of subjects 
in the preliminary examination (Responsions) for an Honours course. Further 
discussion of the role of classics followed.13 

Those who were convinced of the value of Greek studies were more than 
ever concerned to prove they were worth while and recognized to be so 
by those who controlled entry into the non-specialist professions. The 
introduction to part 1 of the Report was clearly drafted very largely by 
Murray14 and is a good statement of the case for classical studies. A 
knowledge of the Greek and Latin classics, it is argued, gives access to 
literature which is often thought the noblest in the world and is at the 
least unique and irreplaceable (translations even of the historical and 
philosophic works cannot give the full value of the original). Classical 
literature enables us to study civilizations in which many problems 
similar to those of our own age appear, but in simpler form and on a 
smaller scale. And the training for an understanding of the classics 
exercises many different parts of the mind—memory, imagination, 
aesthetic appreciation, and scientific method. 

The Committee took evidence from a large variety of witnesses, 
representing professions or giving individual views. Those from the 
business world were unanimous in regarding premature specialization as 
a mistake, and the committee were able to argue that the position of 
classics in education had received serious and sympathetic 
consideration from many quarters hitherto regarded as hostile.15 

Classics had been dethroned; how they would be able to respond to new cir­
cumstances was the large question at the beginning of the nineteen twenties. 
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F O U R T h e D e c a d e o f t h e 1 9 2 0 s 
As THE DECADE OF THE 1920s BEGAN, the Association approved the first major 
change in its structure since its foundation. The call for a separate southern 
branch, which had been issued at the Atlanta meeting in 1919, met with 
approval. The formation of this unit, which was to be known as the Southern 
Section, was authorized and monies granted to help defray expenses. The first 
meeting was scheduled for Columbia, SC, in February 1921. 

The reader will recall that the Publicity Committee had published a 
pamphlet entitled "Arguing with Bob" a few years before. It had a wide success, 
and led to expansion of the program. 

NEW "FiOBS" 

A new edition—the sixth—of the little pamphlet "Arguing with Bob" 
issued by the Publicity Committee several years ago, has just been 
published. More than thirty thousand copies of the pamphlet have been 
circulated, but it has been out of print for some time. The Committee 
anticipates a new demand for it as soon as its reissue is known. 

A new pamphlet in Latin, entided "Robertus ad Pattern" has also 
been published. Professor H. C. Nutting of the University of California 
is the author. Like the other "Bobs" the new pamphlet is in the nature 
of a brief dialogue presenting the cause of the classics. 

Printing costs are now so high that the Committee has been 
obliged to increase the price of the pamphlets, though they are still 
cheap. Following is the scale: "Arguing with Bob," 12 pages, three 
cents each, 65 cents for twenty-five, $2.50 for one hundred; "Robertus 
ad Pattern" two cents each, 45 cents for twenty-five, $1.75 for one 
hundred.1 

The foundation of the American Classical League came about in order that 
there might be a national organization, embracing classicists at all levels, to 
fight against the pressures now facing the study of the ancient languages. Early 
in its life it undertook a survey which was to prove to be an extremely impor­
tant public examination of the state of Greek and Latin in this country and a 
statement of measures which could, and should, be taken in their behalf. 
Indeed, the most significant event of this decade affecting the classics was the 
classical investigation. An editorial in CJ informed the membership of the new 
undertaking. 

T H E C L A S S I C A L S U R V E Y 

A classical investigation under the auspices of the American Classical 
League has been authorized by the General Education Board. 

Dean West, president of the League, has given out the following 
statement: 

I am authorized by the Officers of the General Education Board to 
announce that the General Education Board has appropriated $60,000 



4 0 THEO^\SSIC^\LASSOCIATIONOFTHEMIDDLEWESTANDSOUTH 

to provide for an investigation of classical education in the secondary 
schools of the United States. The investigation will be conducted by 
the American Classical League and will probably require three years for 
its completion. It will be in the general charge of an Advisory 
Committee, with the co-operation of eight Regional Committees for 
the following districts: New England, Middle States, the South, Central 
West, Southwest, Northwest, Rocky Mountain States, Pacific Coast. 
When the work has been definitely mapped out, three expert 
investigators will be appointed. The Advisory Committee will 
ordinarily meet alternately in New York and Chicago. The Regional 
Committees will meet at such places as may be hereafter arranged. The 
co-operation of the Regional Committees is a necessary and most 
important part of the plan. The investigation will have three stages: 
first, finding the actual facts, so that the existing situation may be 
clearly known; second, analysis and criticism of these ascertained facts; 
third, and most important, preparation of a progressive constructive 
plan for the teaching of classics in the secondary schools of the United 
States. The timeliness and importance of such an investigation need no 
comment. At the end of the work a full report will be prepared and 
published. 

The selection of the expert investigators will be announced soon. 
Advisers in other subjects such as English, Modem Languages and 
History, may be specially appointed later. The Regional Committees 
are in process of formation. The Advisory Committee is constituted as 
follows: 

Andrew F. West, Princeton University, Princeton, N.J., Chairman; 
A. L. Bondurant, University of Mississippi, University, Miss,; W. L. 
Carr, formerly of University High School, Chicago, Oberlin College, 
Ohio; Roy Flickinger, Northwestern University, Evanston, 111.; Mason 
D. Gray, East High School, Rochester, N.Y.; Richard M. Gummere, 
Penn Charter School, Philadelphia, Pa.; Gonzalez Lodge, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, N.Y.; W. V. McDuffee, Central High 
School, Springfield, Mass.; F. J. Miller, University of Chicago, Chicago, 
111.; Henry Pennypacker, formerly of Boston Latin School, Harvard 
University, Cambridge, Mass.; Frances E. Sabin, University of 
Wisconsin, Madison, Wis.; Julius Sachs, New York City; A. T. Walker, 
University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kan.; W. R. Webb, Jr., Bellbuckle 
School, Bellbuckle, Tenn. 

It is a matter of great congratulation that we are at last to have a 
thorough investigation of classical education in our American schools, 
an investigation which will be extensive, deliberate, and impartial. In 
so doing, we shall seek to ascertain just what are the excellences and 
the defects of our present methods and what should be done to organize 
our entire school classical education on an improved basis for the 
future. In particular, we shall lay special emphasis on the methods and 
spirit of our teaching. Although, as a matter of fact, we already know 
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that classically trained pupils usually do better than those who are not 
classically trained, we are also conscious of serious faults in our 
teaching methods, not so bad, indeed, as in most other subjects, and 
yet faults which need sharp correction unless classical education is to 
suffer serious harm. We shall welcome expert information, both from 
friend and foe, on this and on all other important problems with which 
we have to deal. We shall expose our own faults and seek to correct 
them, believing that in this way we shall best convince the public of 
the genuineness and importance of what we are doing. And, above all, 
it will be our purpose to place the teaching of the classics on a living, 
modern, humanistic, and humanizing basis, free from the two extremes 
of pedantry and superficiality, and thus waken in full power the real 
influence of the classics as an invigorating, pervading, enlightening 
force in our education. Let in the light!2 

The year 1920-21 was in several respects a disappointing one in the 
Association's history. The membership loss of previous years was recovered, 
reaching an all-time high of 1999 in March 1921, but the Association showed a 
deficit for the first time, a sum of $602.51. This was largely caused by an 
increase in the cost of publishing CJ of just above $1837. As a result, the 
printing contract with the University of Chicago Press was terminated and a 
new publisher found in Menasha, WI, who offered a much lower price. After 
the publication of sixteen volumes of Classical Journal, the University of 
Chicago had no formal connection with the Association. 

Further measures to remedy the Association's finances were taken. The 
number of pages of some issues of the Journal was reduced to forty-eight; after 
seemingly constant growth and expansion, retrenchment had begun. An adver­
tising section was introduced, which proved to be both profitable and useful. 
Circulation was above 4,000, which made it the largest periodical of its kind.3 

The overriding question of the day, the state of the study of classics, particu­
larly Latin, in the schools, continued to command a great deal of space in the 
Journal and thought everywhere. An extensive editorial in December 1921 
speaks boldly. 

THE ELEMENT OF INTEREST 

The proper place of interest in the educational scheme is a question 
much complicated by the extremists who profess to be experts, but 
whose main business too often seems to be to get glory to themselves by 
supplying a "scientific justification" for what the public appears to want. 
It may be well, therefore, to look into this question somewhat 
dispassionately. 

In the first place, however highly we may rate the value of a 
prescribed course of study, and though we may hope that the pendulum 
will ultimately swing back in that direction, the fact remains that for 
the present, and for some time to come,' the study of Latin will be 
mostly on an elective basis. 

Second, it is not to be expected that, on a purely elective basis, 
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Latin will be able to hold its own automatically in the schools. For 
whether or no the high school student is at an age when he may safely 
be trusted to select his course of study wisely, as a matter of fact he is 
pretty much at liberty to choose what he will; and Latin does not enjoy 
the reputation of being an easy and attractive subject. 

Under these circumstances, it is clear that it will no longer serve 
baldly to offer the old Latin course of the days of prescription, bidding 
the student take it or leave it; in most cases he will be only too glad to 
leave it. Rather, some definite plan of campaign must be developed to 
meet the new conditions. 

Of course, considerable progress has already been made under this 
head; for example, in the direction of the attention of parents to the 
school work of their children. Literature for use in this connection is 
now fairly abundant; and both parents and administrative officers are 
impressed by concrete exhibits designed to show the "practical" value 
of the study of Latin, notably its relation to the pupil's command of 
English, a subject to which much attention has been given of late. 

If we are left to deal with the student himself, it is his interest that 
must be appealed to in some way or other; for it does not accord 
naturally with high school age to forego present ease and pleasure in 
favor of hard work that may later yield valuable fruit. It is the impulse 
of youth to seize the desired thing that is within reach, and to take a 
chance in regard to the future. 

Especially in the larger schools, attractive extra-curriculum 
activities abound. These take time; and if equal credit toward 
graduation and college matriculation is given for subjects that involve 
little drudgery, why tie one's self to a "grind," especially in view of the 
fact that the great lights in education have made the joyous discovery 
that "the educational value of all subjects is the same"? A practical 
illustration is seen in the case of a lad who found that he had not the 
time to keep up with his Vergil class, and transferred to a "science" in 
which the back work could be read up in a day or two, and full credit 
secured by taking a little test on the same. 

In college work, too, a like difficulty is being encountered. Here the 
pressure of extra-curriculum activity is at the maximum; and the vastly 
increased enrolment of late years almost inevitably is establishing as 
the norm the huge class that runs up into the hundreds, and which 
meets a lecturer three times a week, laughs at his jokes, reads a book or 
two, passes a test,—and registers three units toward graduation. 

A subject like mathematics, which is still prerequisite in so many 
lines of work, holds its own pretty well even against such competition; 
but the case of the classics is hard indeed. Few students have the time 
and the will to submit themselves without compulsion to the demands 
of a course that ties them down to regular careful preparation. Partly to 
meet this condition, and partly to enroll more students, college 
departments on every side are setting up Greek and Latin courses in 
English. 
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Such courses offer the student something that he can handle with as 
little difficulty as a lecture course in economics, let us say. Meanwhile 
prophets are not wanting to spread the glad news that everything of 
value in the study of the classics can be reached through translations, 
and that while others foolishly fought to win the prize, it is now 
possible to be carried to the goal on flowery beds of ease. Without 
pausing to consider this question, it is suggested that college 
departments of classics will do well, before instituting courses in 
translation, to consider what effect this action will have upon the 
genuine study of the languages and literatures concerned. Under 
present conditions of college work a grave danger lurks here. 

Returning to the problem of the schools, aside from spirited and up 
to date teaching, how may we legitimately appeal to the student's 
interest? Latin plays and Latin clubs have proved helpful; and, in 
general, they are to be recommended, if they can be introduced 
without sacrificing the real business of the course. The inroads that 
they make upon the student's time need to be carefully watched. 

Some recent discussion in the Observer touches upon an element of 
interest which most of us would heartily endorse as in the highest 
degree desirable. The main proposition follows: "Hard languages are 
good for boys, as bones are good for puppies' teeth. But the teleology of 
the bone would be falsified, if the puppy did not find it attractive 
enough to persevere with." These words inspire an elderly 
correspondent, who designates himself "Old Crock," to give an account 
of his own experience with Latin when a lad. He confesses frankly that 
he was quite at sea at the start, and opines that he never would have 
succeeded but for the good management of his coach. 

The idea of the latter was simplicity itself. He began with the 
general sense of a passage as a whole, later developing the details and 
the grammar. As soon as the boy grasped the idea of the passage, and 
saw that his author really had something to say, he felt that he was 
getting a return for his effort; in other words, his interest was aroused, 
and the battle was won. 

Unless we belong to the extreme group which holds that in the 
schools "Latin should not be taught as an end in itself," we shall 
probably heartily agree that the boy was right in requiring, as a 
condition of his interested cooperation, that he should be made to feel 
that, in dealing with a Latin author, he was coming into contact with a 
real personality and an intelligible message. 

It may not be pleasant to face the fact; but it is undoubtedly true 
that numerous students in the schools have never found their feet in 
Latin, and flounder about in the manner of the lad above referred to. If 
anyone doubts the accuracy of this statement, he is referred to the 
reports rendered from time to time by Professor McCrea on the results 
of the examinations of the College Entrance Board. Confronted with 
an easy passage, many a student attacks it without hope of extracting 
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any sense from the Latin, and offers a "translation" consisting of a 
jumble of English words that mean nothing to him or to the reader. 

Under such conditions, how can we expect a pupil to be interested 
in Latin? And are we not in duty bound to search diligently for ways 
and means to supply the essential basis of interest that only a real 
understanding of the text can afford? Under this head two suggestions 
are offered: 

1. Filling the gap between the beginning book and Caesar. At this 
point of abrupt transition, thousands fall out of step and can never 
regain their place in the line. Already very promising signs are seen in 
the growing popularity of the plan whereby beginning Latin is spread 
over three half-years. On this basis it is possible to lead up to Caesar by 
means of easy graded readings; and with such preparation, in some 
schools at least, it is found feasible to read four books of Caesar in the 
fourth half-year, with noteworthy gain in efficiency and interest all 
along the line. 

2. Reorganization of the work of the third year. So far as the fourth 
year is concerned, Vergil seems to meet the requirements as well as any 
author could; but for the third year it is questioned whether six 
orations of Cicero form an ideal programme. At least three things can 
be said in its disfavor. 

First, though a competent and devoted teacher can handle the 
orations in such a way as to make the study exceedingly valuable, the 
content of such a course lacks in attractive power; at any rate our 
heaviest loss in enrolment is just at that point. With more attractive 
reading matter in the first half of the third year, more students might 
be induced to continue the subject beyond the two-year minimum. 

Second, in view of the slow progress in the reading (six orations in 
a whole year), there is too much sameness in the programme. Even in 
college classes, which cover ground so much more rapidly, the student 
wearies of the sameness of his text, and it is often found a good plan to 
include two authors within the limits of a single half-year. 

Third, the thought units are too large to be handled comfortably by 
young pupils who know little Latin, and who perforce must proceed 
very slowly. Thus it is said that the Manilian Law is easy; but even the 
earnest student easily gets lost in the largeness of the treatment, and is 
often quite mystified as to what it's all about. A series of stories, each 
complete in thirty or forty lines, would serve infinitely better as a 
starting point. 

Cicero's Orations, of course, would be retained for the second half 
of the third year. But cannot we make a legitimate appeal to the 
interest of our pupils by providing a more attractive menu for the first 
half of that year? Specially helpful at this point would be a collection of 
readings that reveal with come clearness the everyday life of the 
Romans. Here something could be learned from the methods adopted 
by modern language teachers.4 
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Membership in the Association and circulation of its Journal continued to 
increase dramatically over the next several years: in the spring of 1922 the fig­
ures were, respectively, 2550 and 3996; in the spring of 1923, 2947 and 4528; in 
the spring of 1924, 3258 and about 4900; in the late summer of 1924, 3875 
members, with 5076 copies issued on April 1. The mood of the Association 
improved markedly, along with the strengthening of finances and resources. 
The crisis in education now seemed a little less grim. A new problem arose and 
needed to be met, a surprising one considering the threats to the very existence 
of classical education in the schools only a few years before, namely the 
shortage of trained teachers. For the first time an editorial on the subject 
appeared. 

Among the most insidious arguments used by those who would 
discourage the study of Latin among high school and college students is 
that this study has been falling off to such an extent in the schools that 
there is less and less demand for teachers of Latin and soon there will be 
none at all. The vocational incentive, that of studying in preparation to 
teach Latin, is thus quenched at the very source. 

This statement is a poisonous and wanton perversion of the truth, 
and must be vigorously combatted by those who know the facts and 
would not see our supply of Latin teachers to a dangerous degree 
imperilled. 

We have been at some pains to discover the truth as to the demand 
for Latin teachers in the country and the way in which this demand is 
being met. The fact revealed by our investigations is that there is an 
urgent and wide spread call for teachers of Latin and an altogether 
inadequate supply of well prepared, or even ill prepared teachers to 
answer this call. 

• • • • • • 

So far, then, from being a matter of discouragement to those who would 
prepare to teach Latin, the present status is a loud and imperative 
challenge to many of our best and most ambitious young men and 
women in both high school and college to devote themselves to a 
subject to the teaching of which, for centuries past, hundreds of the 
brightest students in every generation have been drawn. 

This demand for Latin teachers might arise because of a decreasing 
supply of teachers due to the spread of the discouraging propaganda 
mentioned at the beginning of this editorial, or it might arise because 
of the decreasing number of students of Latin in the schools. But this 
latter cause at once disappears before the undoubted fact that the 
number of students studying Latin in the secondary schools of the United 
States has been increasing very rapidly in the last few years. The statistical 
summaries now being tabulated by the United States Bureau of 
Education in Washington prove this conclusively. Our latest advices 
also show that the enrollment in Latin slightly exceeds the total 
combined enrollment in all the other foreign languages? 
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The twentieth annual meeting, held in Lexington, KY, featured a roll call of 
past presidents and secretaries and addresses by two past presidents. W. G. 
Manly of the University of Missouri, the Association's founding father and first 
president, invoked "Reminiscences," and Gordon J. Laing of the University of 
Chicago, the fifteenth president, presented "A History of the Classical 
Association of the Middle West and South."6 The occasion was marked by the 
admission of the first Canadian province, Ontario, to membership. 

The year 1924 also saw the completion of the classical investigation and the 
publication of the first part of its extensive report. Dean West's statement to the 
meeting of the American Classical League was featured in the first issue of CJ's 
volume 20. It offered further encouragement at the mid-point of the decade. 

The most extensive and searching investigation every made of the 
classics in our schools, or of any other school study in our land, has now 
been concluded. It has taken three years and has covered the whole 
country. 

The co-operating forces which have brought about this result are 
the General Education Board, the seventy members of our classical 
committees, national and regional, forty-eight professors of education 
and psychology, the United States Bureau of Education, the College 
Entrance Examination Board, the Department of Education of the 
State of New York, all the State Superintendents of Education, the 
Registrars of practically all our American colleges, the various classical 
associations, over eight thousand teachers who have given their 
services without compensation, and also leading educational officers of 
Great Britain and France. This list gives some indication of the 
immense amount of work which has been done. Many public meetings 
have been held, many articles have been published, and the amount of 
traveling done by members of the classical committees exceeds 160,000 
miles. In this way the meaning of the investigation has been brought 
home directly to all parts of the country. 

The small special Investigating Committee which supervised the 
actual conduct of the investigation consisted of Andrew F. West, 
Chairman, W. L. Carr, Mason D. Gray, and W. V. McDuffee. When 
their labors were concluded a General Report was drafted and 
submitted a month in advance to the national Advisory Committee 
and the Chairmen of the Regional Committees. After three days of 
discussion and amendment it was unanimously adopted and is now 
ready for the printer. It will make a book of about 350 pages and we 
hope that it will be published and distributed in September. This 
General Report forms Part I of the results of the investigation. There 
are five other Parts to follow. Part III is now ready. It contains an 
account of the classics in England, France, and Germany for the last 
thirty years, including the period since the World War. The remaining 
Parts are not yet ready for publication, but we hope to publish all of 
them within two years.7 
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Only a few leading points can be mentioned here. First of all, the 
Report is based on full statistical knowledge, newly devised scientific 
tests, special historical studies, and collections of expert opinion. To 
eliminate any bias of judgment which might be attributed to the 
investigation if it were conducted entirely by classical teachers, the 
collaboration and criticism of forty-eight professors of education and 
psychology has been secured and has proved of great value. We have 
sought simply to ascertain the facts, favorable and unfavorable, and to 
discover their meaning. This has been done thoroughly. 

Second, we have sought for the true aims or objectives, the proper 
content, and the best method of classical teaching in order to discover 
our faults and improve our teaching. This has been one of the most 
laborious and fruitful parts of the work. In the same way we have 
endeavored to improve the organization of the course of study and to 
devise a progressive plan for the future. We believe we have succeeded 
in doing so. 

Third, it is now made clear by evident proof that the way to secure 
this most desirable and attainable result is to lay great stress on early 
acquisition of power to read and understand the classical languages and 
also concurrendy and constantly to emphasize the larger permanent 
values, historical, literary, disciplinary, and practical, which are 
derivable from proper training in the classics. We emphasize 
throughout the humanistic as opposed to the pedantic spirit. We 
believe this is the way to kindle enthusiasm and to awaken in full 
power the best energies and highest aspirations of students and teachers 
alike. 

Fourth, we find that the two things which now need most urgent 
attention are the better organization of the course of study and 
provision for training classical teachers. 

In reorganizing the course we propose to introduce easy Latin 
reading early and to reduce somewhat the amount required in the 
classical authors, believing it to be better to read a less amount well 
than a larger amount poorly. We also lay great stress on practice in 
sight reading. 

But the securing of better trained teachers in much larger numbers 
is our chief problem. All our researches converge on this point. If we 
can get the well trained teachers in sufficient abundance, we believe 
that the rest will take care of itself. We have many such teachers now, 
but the demand is very far in excess of the supply. If anyone wants to 
make sure that our classical teaching shall produce its full beneficent 
effect on a large scale for a long time to come, here is the way to make 
it sure: Give us now the thousands and thousands of well trained 
teachers we so imperatively need. 

Fifth, notwithstanding our faults and failings, the Latin pupils (and 
even more the Greek pupils) are on the whole the best students in our 
schools. This is now a matter of definite proof. They are the pupils who 
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usually do better than the non-classical pupils in English, modern 
languages, history, mathematics, and the sciences. All the evidence 
points this way, and so perhaps we need not worry greatly as to what all 
the reasons are. But one reason is evidently that the classical pupils do 
not shirk from training and do "stand the gaff" better than others. 

Sixth, we find that while the enrolment in Greek is deplorably 
small, it is increasing. The enrolment in Latin is growing by leaps and 
bounds and now slightly exceeds the combined enrolment in all other foreign 
languages. Remember that this is in spite of the great diversion of 
educational energies to "practical" subjects during the war. So far as 
Latin pupils are concerned, we never have had such a flooding in of 
them. Can we get the teachers to handle them? That's the question. 

Seventh, we find that England, France, and Italy have reorganized 
their secondary schools since the war and have notably strengthened 
the position of their classical studies,—France most of all. No 
reconstruction has yet been effected in Germany. 

Eighth, the Report discusses the bearings of our classical schooling 
on the wider problem of the needed reorganization of our entire 
secondary education. 

Ninth, the tide appears to be turning in the right direction in our 
schools. Simplification of the course of study, better teaching and 
emphasis on training in the few essential studies of most general 
educational value, continuity and coherence in the pupil's work,—these 
are the indicated lines of what we hope is to be the coming 
reconstruction of our secondary schools. Whenever that happens the 
colleges will be able to stand more strongly on a sound schooling and 
will be helped to do better college work.8 

The second half of the decade was quiet and largely successful, marked by 
optimism and continued growth. The publication of the Report of the Classical 
Investigation showed that the study of classics had rebounded sharply from its 
post-war nadir. For volume twenty-one of the Journal, which began in the fall of 
1925, an expansion to eighty pages instead of sixty-four for at least several issues 
was announced. In the event, all issues were on the larger scale, making a total, 
at last, of 720 pages. In April 1926, with a membership above 4600 and a circu­
lation of more than 6000 for CJ, CAMWS could claim to be the "world's largest 
classical association."' 

The annual meeting of April 1927 was marked by the presence of a distin­
guished foreigner. More than a decade had passed since a scholar from abroad 
had been a feature of the program. 

The high-water mark of the program came with the paper of Professor R. 
S. Conway,10 of the University of Manchester and president of the 
British Classical Association. His paper was on "The Chivalry of Vergil," 
a paper which, we are glad to promise our readers, will appear in a later 
number of the Journal." 

Professor Conway prefaced his address by a message of good cheer 
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vital interests of everyday 

Conway desired it to be 

from the British association to our own, which latter he congratulated 
on its large membership, its happy alliance with the sister associations 
of the eastern and far western states, and above all for its remarkable 
success in securing a circulation of six thousand for its organ the 
Classical Journal, a figure which, he confessed, was almost enough to 
make the founder and sometime chairman of the Classical Journals 
Board in England turn green with envy. 

Professor Conway brought news also which he thought would be 
encouraging to all lovers of learning, namely the great increase which 
had taken place in England since the war in the number of boys and 
girls studying Latin and Greek. The number of students of Greek has 
been doubled since 1918, while the number of Latin students has been 
multiplied by six. This remarkable increase he attributed to two causes. 
The positive cause was to be found in the efforts of the Classical 
Association, with its twenty or more branches, which had greatly 
stimulated popular interest in classical study by making people 
conscious of the relation of this to the 
human life. 

The negative cause (here Professor 
understood that he was expressing only his unofficial and private 
opinion) lay, he was convinced, in the deliverance of classical study 
from the grave enmity of a multitude of thoughtful and powerful 
people. This change had come about by the abolition of the 
compulsory requirement in Greek which, down to 1919, had been laid 
by Oxford and Cambridge on all candidates for degrees, in science as 
well as in literature. The result of removing this requirement, which in 
Greek (though not in Latin) it was hard to justify, and which in 
practice had become an exasperating farce, had been, not to destroy 
Greek, but to double the numbers of those who studied it seriously, 
that is, for two or three years (not for a mere three months, which had 
been the time usually given to meet the old requirement), and that, 
too, in the very schools where the defenders of compulsory Greek had 
expected it to vanish. Greek was also developing well in the younger 
universities and the new schools which they influenced. 

Whatever the cause, the figures were remarkable and pointed to a 
real development of public feeling in favor of the classics. In the 
London Times of November 15, 1926, a table appeared showing the 
expansion in the numbers of the candidates in Greek and Latin under 
the two chief examining boards, that of Oxford and Cambridge, which 
had in all subjects about six thousand candidates, and that of the point 
matriculation board of the allied younger universities, which had more 
than twice as many. This table showed that, whereas in 1918 there 
were 805 candidates in Greek and 1794 in Latin, in 1926 there were 
1515 candidates in Greek and 11,116 in Latin. 

The most encouraging increase was in the schools which looked to 
the younger universities, the increase in these schools having been 
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more than fivefold in both Greek and Latin. This meant an almost 
wholly new development in many schools which had never seriously 
attempted the subjects before. Similar expansion in classical study was 
taking place in France, and had set in again in Germany after the 
convulsion of the revolution, and he looked forward with complete 
confidence to the future of classical studies.12 

The Association's business and activities were now routine. Only seldom 
were new initiatives undertaken. In 1927 a committee was appointed to assist in 
the organization of classical associations, either state or interstate, within the 
area of CAMWS. This harkened back to the call of Professor Kelsey in 1894 for 
the establishment of state groups, a desideratum long since not satisfied. 

The next year, 1927-28, began with a reaffirmation of the scope and func­
tion of the Association's journal and was marked by the presence of another dis­
tinguished foreigner at the annual meeting. Volume 23 of CJ recalled in its first 
editorial the very first issue of 1905. 

It may be well to state explicitly the ideal which guides the editors in 
seeking and selecting material for the Journal. In brief, that ideal is a 
volume in which there shall be nothing beneath the consideration of the 
college professor, nothing which will not benefit the properly trained 
high-school teacher. 

A pair of criticisms will help to explain our position. We quote 
from memory, but with essential accuracy. A high-school teacher 
wrote: "Please stop my subscription to the Journal. It is written wholly 
for college professors and does me no good. What teachers want is 
articles telling us how to teach." An eminent scholar is reported as 
saying: "What can be done about the Journal! It is no good. The 
high-school teachers have swallowed it up." There is a modicum of 
truth in both criticisms. The teacher who wants nothing but advice as 
to methods does find articles which try to give him something to teach, 
and evidendy is sometimes merely irritated by them. The man whose 
interest is wholly in technical scholarship finds too many suggestions as 
to methods, too few results of original investigation, too many 
generalizations of results with which he is already familiar. Taken 
together, these criticisms delimit the field of the Journal as we 
understand it. There are journals especially adapted to each class. 

But we hope that such extremists are few. The Journal attempts to 
carry out the purpose of the Associations whose organ it is, as stated on 
the last cover-page: "to provide a means of intercommunication 
between teachers of the classics—whether in the secondary schools, in 
the colleges, or in the universities of the territory it covers; and 
generally to promote a unity of thought and action in the broad field of 
classical teaching." We believe that most teachers of the classics, 
whatever their field of activity, sympathize with that purpose.13 

During the course of the year, both membership and circulation dropped 
slightly, after a purge of those who had become delinquent in their payment of 
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dues. At the meeting in Nashville in April, Joseph Wells 14 was guest of honor. 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Oxford and sometime Warden of 
Wadham College, he spoke on "Herodotus and Athens." At the business ses­
sion, the Association adopted the following recommendations: 

The Executive Committee reminds the members of the Association of 
the fact that in the Classical Journal for December, 1924, an editorial 
called attention to the Italian proposal to celebrate in 1930 the 
twentieth centennial of Vergil's birth. The Committee believes that the 
time has now come to take definite steps in preparation for the 
celebration of this event. 

It recommends, therefore: 
That the Classical Association of the Middle West and South 

invite all lovers of Vergil to join Italy in thus honoring her greatest 
poet. 

That the editorial staff of the Classical Journal be instructed to 
make the issue of October, 1930, a Vergil number. 

That this Association offer a prize of twenty-five dollars for the best 
tribute to Vergil composed in Latin in a form suitable for a 
commemorative tablet, reserving the right of withholding the prize if 
no acceptable tribute is offered. 

That the President of the Association appoint a special committee 
to receive further suggestions and to formulate plans for the proposed 
Vergil celebration.1S 

The decrease in the number of members continued into the following year, 
with a net loss of 322 after a purging of 662 persons. Closer attention to 
renewals of membership had brought greater accuracy to the membership rolls, 
suggesting that the large figures of recent years had been somewhat inflated. 
Nonetheless, circulation of CJ was little affected, reaching 5870. 

The Chicago meeting of late March 1929 was the largest in history, with a 
registration of 438. Many were obviously attracted by two features of the pro­
gram, a Round-Table Conference on Elementary Latin chaired by B. L. Ullman 
and a festive banquet honoring Paul Shorey, which was attended by three hun­
dred people, the maximum permitted by the hall in which it took place. 
Speakers were Gordon J. Laing of Chicago, Walter Miller of Missouri, John A. 
Scott of Northwestern, and Shorey himself. 

Membership rose substantially during the next year, with parallel growth for 
CJ. It was a quiet year, particularly marked by the sudden death, aet. 67, of the 
Association's founding father and first president, W. G. Manly, on November 
28, 1929. He had been Professor of Greek at the University of Missouri since 
1890. He surely must have been satisfied with the growth of his institutional off­
spring. The Journal was in its twenty-fifth volume at the time of his death; a 
large cumulative Index was essential and was approved at the spring meeting. 
The task was monumental, even taking into account the earlier Index covering 
the first thirteen volumes and the annual indices. Classical Journal had now pub­
lished 13,196 pages of text! 

Some six weeks before Professor Manly's death came the collapse on Wall 
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Street. There was no mention of this financial debacle in the pages of the 
Journal in the months that followed. But its effects would be devastating in the 
years to come. 
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F I V E T h e D e p r e s s i o n Y e a r s 

sperat infestis, metuit secundis 
alteram sortem bene praeparatum 
pectus: 

AN EDITORIAL IN THE MIDDLE OF THE DECADE OF THE 1930S concluded with these lines 
from Horace's tenth ode of his second book.1 No segment of American society 
was left unaffected by the financial and economic woes which bit deeply into its 
fabric. Public education, which depended entirely upon tax revenues, and pri­
vate education, so largely dependent upon tuition charges and investment 
income, were both severely damaged, with teachers' and professors' salaries 
frozen or, very often, reduced, the purchase of books for classroom and library 
reduced or eliminated, and many students withdrawing from school or finding 
their aspirations for higher education dashed. For subjects as "useless" as the 
study of the classical languages, survival was extremely difficult and at no point 
certain. That the Classical Association of the Middle West and South did sur­
vive bespoke its inherent strength; that the Classical Journal continued to 
appear testified to the faith and devotion of countless individuals. The officers 
of this period overcame enormous difficulties and deserved a collective lauda­
tion of bene meriti. 

It had by no means been rare for the actual program of the annual meeting 
to differ to some degree from that printed only a month before because of illness 
or other personal reasons. In the early 1930s at least one person could not 
attend the meeting and rake his scheduled place on the program because his 
bank was closed and his money inaccessible. Nonetheless, the quality of the 
programs remained high and attendance continued satisfactory. 

Only a few years before, the Association's membership and the Journal's cir­
culation rose almost constantly. The opposite now occurred, to a shocking 
degree, as many members found that even the paltry sum of two dollars, the 
annual membership cost, was beyond their means. 

Nonetheless, the entire period was not all gloom. The Association's second 
quarter century began with the most significant and meaningful issue of 
Classical Journal yet published. The special Vergil number appeared in October 
1930. With an additional signature of text and four pages of illustrations, it 
totalled one hundred pages, the largest number ever. It contained eight articles 
by scholars from England, Canada, and the United States. On page one, serving 
as a dedication, was the prize winner in the contest announced two years earlier 
for "the best tribute to Vergil composed in Latin in a form suitable for a com­
memorative tablet." 2The winner was M.H. Griffin of the University of North 
Carolina.3 
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PUBLIO VERGILIO MARONI 
DULCI DECORITERRAEITALIAE 

MUSIS HOMERICIS POETAE DILECTISSIMO 
MEMORIAQUE AETERNA IN ANIMIS HOMINUM 

VATIPACIS UNIVERSAE 
DIE NATALI BIS MILLESIMO HOC TESTIMONIUM 

PIETATISQUE AC CARITATIS 
POPULUS AMERICANUS DEDIT DEDICAVITQUE 

ID OCT MCMXXX A D 

The final issue of the year also received an extra signature, so that the total 
number of pages for the volume reached 752. Although membership declined 
by fifty-three, in the figures reported as of the Ides of March 1931, circulation 
for the Journal rose by 216, as there proved to be significant increases in the 
membership of the sister classical associations. Circulation now stood at 6243. 

March also saw the appearance of the Index to Volumes J-XXV, which con­
tained some 16,000 entries. And, with one great literary celebration just past, 
the Association looked forward to another. Approval was given to a proposal to 
celebrate Horace's bimillenary in 1935-36. 

The year 1931-32 was particularly marked by the presidency of the first 
woman, Lillian Gay Berry of the University of Indiana. Membership decline 
continued, with a loss of 210 persons, though CJ's circulation rose slightly. 

Early in the following year CJ was faced with a managerial crisis. J.O. 
Lofberg of Oberlin College had been appointed sole editor, ending the practice 
of a duumvirate which had obtained since the founding of the Association and 
the Journal. But in early November he was compelled to resign because of ill­
ness, and soon thereafter, on November 10, 1932, he died. He had been unable 
to do more than begin labors for the early issues of the new volume. In this 
emergency, the Association called upon Roy C. Flickinger of the University of 
Iowa to resume the editorship, which he had held for four years and which he 
had felt compelled to lay aside after he was elected president of CAMWS and 
secretary-treasurer of the American Philological Association. Professor 
Flickinger agreed to resume this third responsibility, thereby becoming a trium­
virate all by himself. 

The Secretary's report revealed for the first time the dramatic effects of the 
nation's travail. 

The data in the Secretary's report are presented in comparative 
tables in order that the reader may make his own analysis. Our 
Association, like all other educational organizations, has felt the effect 
of the depression. All four classical associations have suffered a loss in 
membership. The percentages of loss as computed on the total number 
of subscriptions to theClassical Journal are as follows: 
Classical Association of the Middle West and South 13.9% 
Classical Association of New England 4.3% 
Classical Association of the Atlantic State 7.9% 
Classical Association of the Pacific States 19.4% 
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• • • • • • 
In an age when the reading public has become accustomed to 

editorials written in a pessimistic tone there is little to be gained by 
setting up a cry of O ternpora, O mores! When we compare the status of 
our Association with what has been going on in the business world 
during the period covered by this report, we have many reasons to be 
thankful. A large majority of the members of the Classical Association 
constitute a body of admirers of the classics who will continue to stand 
steadfastly by the principles to which our Association is committed.4 

The Association's membership was down 406, circulation of CJ 783. And 
there was a poignant footnote in the Treasurer's Report. A figure was reported 
as the income from Advertising. "In addition to this amount there was $166 due 
for the year from responsible firms and $113.74 tied up in closed banks, part of 
which will certainly be paid in due time." 5 

Professor Flickinger's presidential address, "Our Message in a Time of 
Depression," was published almost immediately in the May issue. 6 He invited 
his listeners and subsequent readers to believe that they as classicists had some­
thing to contribute in these dark times. 

But our present depression is one in morale, morals, spiritual values, and 
intelligence even more than in financial matters, and certainly in these 
respects the classics have a message. It is high time that we stood up and 
said so. 

What has become of the spirit which established "a prosperous 
colony in Virginia in spite of the difficulties enumerated at the 
beginning of my paper? which emboldened the frontiersmen to press 
through the Indians into Kentucky? which fought with Blackhawk? 
which enabled the Mormons to push carts containing all their worldly 
belongings from the Mississippi River to Salt Lake? If these brave men 
had been like us, America would still be the home of the Red Man. As 
a recent writer has said: "There is this important difference between 
the asceticism of the past and that of the present: in the old days, in 
the name of religion and morality, men were hard on their bodies; 
today, in the same name, they are relatively easy on their bodies but 
are hard on their minds." 

But where are we to find the pabulum which will restore courage to 
our hearts, toughness to our moral fiber, and endurance to our flabby 
muscles? Where better than in the lives of the classical heroes? 
Leonidas, who counted not his life dear at Thermopylae; Aristides, who 
valued the title of "The Just" above ephemeral success in the political 
arena; Socrates, who defied the howling mob bent upon an illegal act 
and who was condemned to death at his own trial rather than 
compromise with his opponents; Curius, who sat in his humble hut 
after celebrating three triumphs and ate turnips contentedly when he 
was offered a golden bribe by the emissaries of the Samnites and who 
said that it was better to rule those who had gold than to have the gold 
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itself; Decius Mus, who consecrated his life in order to guarantee the 
success of his army; Regulus, who gave the Roman Senate wise advice 
and then returned to die by the hand of Carthaginian torturers; 
Fabricius, who scorned the offer of King Pyrrhus' physician to poison 
his master and so rid the Romans of their deadly enemy; the Romans in 
the mass, who fell in battle formation facing this same Pyrrhus with all 
their wounds in front, so that he exclaimed that with such troops he 
could have conquered the world; and those who, in a later generation, 
dispatched an army from Rome to Spain while Hannibal was encamped 
before the walls of the Eternal City; or the realtor who bought the very 
land on which the Carthaginian army had pitched its quarters at only a 
slight reduction from normal values—such men and countless others 
shame our cowardice and cringing fears. Plutarch's Lives were once the 
Golden Book upon which the growing youth was fed, and they 
produced generations of men who braved the Atlantic with frail barks, 
conquered the dangers of the New World, and crushed down the still 
greater terrors of the unknown future. It is our duty and our supreme 
privilege to instill such thoughts into the minds of the young people 
who are in our care. 

• • • • • • 

We need a rebirth of common honesty and of a sense of duty not only in 
our public servants but in every citizen from the highest to the lowest. 
Some would derive these qualities from religion, some from philosophy, 
and still others from the idealism of science. But I maintain that the 
classics will be found no less fruitful in this respect than any of the 
others. Some scientists have forgotten Pasteur's words: "A series of 
judgments revised without ceasing goes to make up the incontestable 
progress of science. We must believe in this progress, but we must never 
accord more than a limited amount of confidence to the forms in which 
it is successively vested." In high school I was taught to explain light in 
terms of intangible ether, which has now been bowed out of the 
universe. I was taught an atomic theory which has been revamped so as 
no longer to be recognizable—and the end is not yet. Without being a 
fundamentalist one may still believe that the last word is yet to be 
spoken concerning the theory of Evolution. For two generations 
successive hosts of scientists inculcated a theory of matter and physical 
causation with an absoluteness which degraded man in the universe and 
reduced him to an automation. Now this world has fallen in confusion 
about them, and judicious scientists realize that the world of sense and 
feeling is wider than men knew. 

However feeble, then, the support which we receive from other 
sources, we may still be pardoned, after all, for believing with Plato 
that there is an ideal world beyond and above that of sensuous 
substance. For the question is really more fundamental than we have 
hinted so far. If there is a possibility that man has freedom of will, 
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however limited, it at once becomes important what we choose to do 
with our lives and what decisions we make towards reaching that 
summum bonum. Certainly here the wide, long-drawn-out experience of 
peoples so gifted and civilized as the Greeks and Romans is of 
inestimable value and can hardly be matched elsewhere in the world's 
history for either richness or variety. In their practical life idealism is 
exhibited not only by the classical worthies already mentioned, but also 
by Cornelia when she said "These are my jewels," by the Spartan 
mothers when they enjoined upon their sons "With your shield, or 
upon it," by L. Junius Brutus who as first consul put his own sons to 
death when they attempted to restore the Tarquins to kingly power, by 
countless others scattered through the pages of classical history. 

In literature this idealism and high sense of duty are nowhere more 
convincingly set forth than in Cicero's De Senectute, from which I 
quote these magnificent words (43): Qui.. .iudicabant esse profecto aliquid 
natura pulchrum atque praeclarum, quod sua sponte peteretur, quodque 
spreta et contempta voluptate optimus quisque sequeretur. "They judged 
that there was assuredly something naturally fine and honorable which 
should be sought for its own sake and which every excellent man 
should follow while despising and scorning pleasure." 

The Abbe1 Sieyes, when asked, many years later, what he had done 
during the French Revolution, is said to have replied: "I lived through 
it." After all, it is something to have done that. Yet I call upon my 
classical confreres to assume a more significant role during the 
Depression. Public officials may perhaps have no high opinion of our 
suggestions for financial rehabilitation, for in Hegel's phrase "We learn 
from history that no one learns anything from history." Nevertheless, 
more important than our money are our lives and what we do with 
them and what we get out of them. Here no one has a larger 
opportunity than the teacher, and you at least agree with me in 
thinking that the Latin and Greek classics are the supreme vehicle for 
inspiring the youth of our country to high ideals, honesty in both a 
private and a public capacity, honorable dealings with all men, and 
absolute justice to high and low. In this sacred cause I invite and 
summon you to a holy crusade.7 

Flickinger's bold clarion call was followed by an editorial in the second 
number of the new volume of CJ which similarly attempted to bring encourage­
ment and reestablish confidence. 

S E P T E M B E R I M P E T U S 

At the risk of seeming didactic we feel impelled to reiterate the 
exhortation of last year that we realize fully the importance of a good 
start. And by that we mean as much a good start for the teacher as for 
the pupil. Your salary has been badly cut and more work has been piled 
on? That is the case with most of us all over the country. Smile and keep 
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the classroom cheerful. You could not attend the summer session at 
your university because of shortened funds? Start the practice of 
reading new Latin and the translation of works in allied fields. 
Accumulate new and fresh material from the works of commentators 
and note how much more easily the business of teaching is carried on. 
Be composed, overlook small annoyances, avoid indiscriminate talking 
and yet be interesting to your pupils, and be not guilty of that greatest 
sin, hurrying for the sake of covering the assignment. A healthy state of 
the Classics in high school and college depends now more than ever 
upon cheerful, well-informed, hard-working Latin teachers.8 

This was followed in the next issue by a plea from the secretary, reminding 
the membership what the Association offers them. Nonetheless, the downward 
trend continued, with a loss of 284 members as of March 15, 1933, with CJ's cir­
culation reduced by 760. 

A charter member called the secretary's office a few days ago and offered 
profuse apologies for not having sent in her dues and asked: "Is it too late 
to pay now?" The secretary's reply to this conscientious devotee to our 
cause was just what yours would have been: "It is never too late." 

Have you overlooked payment of your dues for the current year? If 
so, it is not too late for you as an individual member; but when 
hundreds of members postpone payment of their dues, as is the case at 
the present time, the Association finds itself without funds to meet its 
current expenses. Have our readers observed that the latest volumes of 
the Journal are larger by one-third than those of a decade ago and that 
the subscription price has not been increased since 1917? Would the 
members of our Association and the subscribers to the Journal wish to 
have us go back to the smaller numbers, with the size and number of 
the articles reduced, the "Notes" and the "Hints for Teachers" and the 
"Book Reviews" cut in half or dropped entirely? An examination of the 
secretary-treasurer's report in the following pages may suggest that such 
a reduction of the size and scope of our Journal may be necessary unless 
all members will share in the work of securing new members or new 
subscriptions. The Association and its Classical Journal cannot exist 
save through membership fees and subscriptions? 

On a more cheerful note, plans were maturing for a Horatian Cruise and 
Pilgrimage for the summer of 1935, sponsored by CAMWS and the American 
Classical League in cooperation with the Bureau of University Travel. "In rich­
ness of experience and in pure enjoyment the Bimillennium Horatianum ought to 
surpass even the Bimillennium Vergilianum."10 

At the Memphis meeting of 1934, the Association supported a recommen­
dation of the Executive Committee and endorsed the following conclusions and 
recommendations of Committee Q of the American Association of University 
Professors, a committee appointed to investigate the problem of required courses 
in Education: 
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I—i: 

"The committee believes that it is an opportune time for this 
Association to express its view on the professional requirements [courses 
in Education] imposed upon high school teachers. The judgment of the 
Association as to what the American high school should be and as to the 
manner in which ideals for it are likely to be attained through teacher 
training is worthy of the fullest consideration at a time when a national 
appraisement of secondary teaching is being made. 

"The Committee recommends that the Association endorse the 
following views: 

"1. There is no reliable evidence that professional requirements 
have resulted in an improvement in secondary instruction at all 
commensurate with the amount of the requirements. 

"2. A considerable lowering in the requirements would result in 
economy and would not lessen the effectiveness of instruction in the 
high school. There is, in fact, reason to believe that, on the average, 
teaching would be improved through a possible increased knowledge on 
the part of the teacher of the subjects he teaches or of related subjects. 

"3. A maximum of twelve semester hours is ample to cover that 
part of professional training which can be regarded as essential for the 
beginning teacher who has a bachelor's degree from a standard college 
or university and who qualifies for teaching an academic subject. The 
training should involve practice teaching and methods, the methods 
course being closely integrated with the practice teaching. Courses in 
psychology or educational psychology, when these are required, should 
be counted toward the requirement. 

"4. Some of the general courses which are now taken before a 
person has taught would be far more significant after he has had two or 
more years of experience. They should, therefore, not be a part of 
pre-service training. They should be moved into the graduate school, 
where they could be given a more substantial character. 

"5. The basis for renewal of certificates or for advancement should 
not stress professional study unduly but should give emphasis to further 
academic study. Only in unusual cases should the total hours of 
professional work exceed twenty in the case of a person holding a 
master's degree. 

"6. The basic idea underlying certification of high school principals 
and other officials, when special certification is required, should be very 
carefully considered. It should not be forgotten that such persons have 
a wider and deeper function in education than the mere discharge of 
administrative matters. Certification requirements should not 
emphasize one type of qualification to the neglect of others."11 

Among the other questions which this meeting debated were whether the 
Association should be involved in the formulation of minimum requirements 
for the teachers of Latin within the territory of the Association and whether the 
Association should sponsor a registration bureau for unemployed and properly 
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qualified members, publicity about which would appear in the Journal. The 
former passed, the latter failed of adoption, but the matter was referred to the 
Executive Committee. It is clear that many Latin jobs were held by individuals 
without the necessary qualifications, while others, who were well-trained, were 
without employment. The problem was not an easy one to solve, since many of 
the former group were specialists in other subjects who had been assigned to 
teach the bit of Latin that continued to be offered. 

By November 1934, the Roosevelt administration had been in office for 
slighdy more than a year and a half. The vigorous innovations of the New Deal 
were beginning to turn the tide. Difficult days still lay ahead, but there were 
promising signs as well. The Association's president, Frederick W. Shipley of 
Washington University, offered encouragement but also somber realism in an 
editorial: 

Like all other organizations of a similar nature—one might almost say 
like all organizations—our Association has felt in the last four years the 
effects of the depression. This was inevitable with secondary school 
teachers receiving reduced pay, scrip, or no pay at all and with a pretty 
general cut in budgets and staffs in institutions of higher learning. 
During the past five years the state vice presidents have done heroic 
work against great odds in their various states to keep up the 
membership of the Association, and it is indeed surprising that they 
have succeeded as well as they have. The loss in membership, while 
considerable, has not been greater than might have been expected under 
the circumstances. 

From all indications the tide now seems to have definitely turned. 
The Secretary reports that Latin is beginning to come back in the high 
schools, schools that have been in arrears in paying their teachers are 
beginning to pay again, and from all over the country come reports 
from colleges (as yet unofficial) of substantial increases in enrollment. 
In my own institution the increase in Latin and Greek has been 
marked, and this increase is not likely to be an isolated case when we 
get the returns from other colleges. 

Speaking for the Executive Committee as well as for myself, may 
we not bespeak your cooperation in taking advantage of this turn of the 
tide, first, by paying your own dues early in the year in order that 
outstanding bills may be met and, second, by helping to secure 
additional members? If each member could be responsible for one new 
member, the membership of the Association would exceed any figure 
that we have reached in the past. This is no impossible achievement. 
Talk with your new colleagues who have never been members and with 
old members who have dropped out because of financial stress, also 
with friends of the classics in your community who may be interested 
in our work. Send the names of these prospects to the Secretary of the 
Association or to the vice president for your state. 

Let us make it our first goal to restore the Journal, which on 
account of decrease in revenue has had to be cut to sixty-four pages, to 
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its former eighty pages. The Journal is a most important factor in 
classical education in this country and a type of journal that since its 
inception has been imitated in several countries in Europe. 

As a second objective, let us, through the momentum of increased 
numbers, carry out the two important plans proposed in the Memphis 
meeting last April, namely, to undertake the work of standardizing the 
requirements acceptable to the Association for teachers of Latin in 
secondary schools and to endeavor to sponsor a Registration Bureau for 
unemployed properly qualified members. Both of these projects are 
highly desirable. The second cannot be undertaken without the 
additional revenue that an increased membership would bring in. 

May we not count upon your enthusiastic cooperation?12 

The reduction in the size of the Journal brought it back to what it had been 
ten years before. Memberships and revenues had continued to drop; on the Ides 
of March 1934, there had been a sixteen percent decline, which brought the 
total of members to 2035, a loss of 391 from the previous year. The Journal, with 
a circulation of 4080, had fallen by 653 subscribers. And the Treasurer's report 
had shown a deficit, as of August 31, of $290.25, reducing the cash balance to 
$349.39. The Association had now almost exhausted the cash balances which 
had been accumulated in the years of prosperity. 

The academic year, however, came to an end with the joyful celebration of 
Horace's bimillennium. The St. Louis meeting featured a festive luncheon. 

At this point, halfway through the depressing decade, the Association's for­
tunes began to improve, along with the general state of the nation. Its financial 
state turned a corner, with an excess of receipts over expenditures for the year 
ending August 31, 1935, of $349.06, almost precisely doubling the cash balance. 
The intellectual highlight of the year was the appearance of the Horace number 
of CJ. The December issue contained a frontispiece of the monument of Horace 
at Venusia and six papers, all by American scholars. 

The annual meeting in Cleveland in April 1936 was one of the most suc­
cessful of recent years. The invitation to attend which appeared in the Journal 
expressed a renewal of confidence and pride in the Association and its activi­
ties. An added attraction for many members was that this meeting was nearer to 
Canada than at any time since Ontario had been included in the Association's 
territory more than a decade before. 

Nothing is being overlooked that might help to make this the most 
important and the best meeting of the Classical Association of the 
Middle West and South in the thirty-two years of its history. Whether it 
will be so depends very largely on the cooperative help and the presence 
of a large proportion of our membership. We need occasionally to be 
reminded that this is the most important meeting of classical teachers in 
the territory served by our organization; that this is the most important 
professional organization of college and secondary teachers of Latin and 
Greek in the world; that it publishes the most widely read journal for 
teachers of classical languages obtainable anywhere in any language; 
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that we render to our Association only a paltry part of the service due 
and receive far less than our share of its benefits when we do not 
attend its annual meetings; that such a gathering of keen-minded 
people of the same interests from all over the country is something far 
more than just another teachers' meeting; and that it is due ourselves, 
our profession, and the best interests of our teaching as individuals to 
renew our courage, our minds, and our spirits at this fountain of good 
things and in this mingling of friends of like mind from all parts of the 
country. Let us, then, begin to lay our plans for going to Cleveland.13 

On the Thursday evening, after the banquet, which was attended by 260 
members and friends, there was a display of oratory which must have pleased 
the most rhetorically inclined and perhaps wearied others. There were three 
formal expressions of greetings, one response for the Association, and four 
addresses, by the Mayor, the President of Western Reserve University, a distin­
guished newspaperman, and the Association's President, Victor D. Hill of Ohio 
University. 

The Executive Committee received a proposal from the Classical 
Association of the Atlantic States which, if approved, would have changed the 
face of classical America dramatically. Under its terms, CAAS would become 
an allied association of CAMWS, taking its place alongside the New England 
and Pacific States Associations. The Classical Weekly would be amalgamated 
with CJ, which would absorb some of the other's features, and CJ would become 
the sole official organ of CAAS. In other words, CJ would be the only publica­
tion of all four regional organizations in the United States. This proposal was 
discussed in the greatest secrecy, not brought to the attention of the member­
ship, and decision postponed until the next year. 

In the event, the proposal for amalgamation was expanded to include 
Classical Outlook, the official publication of the American Classical League. The 
next step was perhaps even more drastic; it envisioned the formation of a 
Classical Association of America, which would keep both CJ and CW alive. 
The Executive Committee voted to keep the tentative action confidential and 
approved the following by unanimous vote: 

The Executive Committee of The Classical Association of the Middle 
West and South has been considering for the past two days certain 
proposals made to our Association by The Classical Association of the 
Adantic States. These proposals visualize the amalgamation of all the 
Classical regional Associations into a national group to be known, 
perhaps, as The Classical Association of America. The Executive 
Committee, as requested, has voted to appoint representatives from The 
Classical Association of the Middle West and South to meet with 
representatives from the other groups as a Committee which will 
thoroughly examine the proposals. We hereby give notice that necessary 
constitutional changes may be introduced at the next Annual Meeting, 
if found necessary in order to put into effect the proposed amalgamation, 
if and as approved by the negotiating committee, the Executive 
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Committee of The Classical Association of the Middle West and South, 
and the members of this Association.,4 

All readers of this narrative will realize that this proposal was never con­
summated. The pattern of classical organizations remained the same, along with 
the multiplicity of publications. The original feeler from CAAS had been made 
as a response to the difficulties of the depression, but the gloom was gradually 
lifting. All in all, it was a good year for the defense of classics. The first number 
of CJ's new volume contained an editorial which proved so popular in the edu­
cational community that subsequently the Association authorized its reprinting 
in 3000 copies and free distribution. 

A N I N V I T A T I O N T O A L L L O V E R S O F L I T E R A T U R E 

At a time when so much is being said about the value of social studies in 
the curriculum; when there is clear intimation that literature, especially 
literature that is couched in a foreign tongue, is of quite doubtful value; 
it is very desirable that those who believe in the supreme value of works 
of the spirit, especially of literature, should organize to combat the 
plebeianism of the modern professional Educator. For this combat the 
classicists are prepared, for they were the first to be attacked. Modern 
languages and literatures are now being assailed, and I have no doubt 
that the same forces will soon turn against English literature as well. In 
other words, we are called upon to fight against those who think that 
only that education is worth while which attempts to fit the individual 
for his immediate physical environment; that music, the fine arts, 
literature, and even mathematics are as nothing compared with the 
social sciences. 

The study of a language, whether ancient or modern, has as its 
ultimate aim the enjoyment and profit to be derived from the literature 
of that language; and in America there can be no other ultimate aim. 
We used to be told that there was a practical or business objective in 
the study of Spanish, but the thousands who have studied Spanish 
without achieving that objective abundantly prove the fallaciousness of 
such an idea. Europeans unquestionably study a modern foreign 
language with the confident expectation of speaking it; and they 
usually do speak it. For the great majority of Americans, however, such 
practical use can never.be; and language study must be justified on 
other grounds. What are they? 

First, for those who do not proceed.far enough in language study to 
appreciate the literature, we agree that "there is just one reason which 
would justify the study for the 87 per cent who begin it [the study of 
Latin], but do not continue it beyond the second year—the dose 
connection between the laws of language and the laws of thought, and 
the peculiar advantages of the study of Latin as an approach to the 
mastery of the processes of both." What is said of Latin will apply to 
Greek and almost as well to the modern foreign languages. Clear 
thought cannot exist without clear language, and the processes of 
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language cannot be clearly understood in an uninflected language such 
as ours until one has studied at least one other language, preferably an 
inflected language. This is the ground, it seems to us, upon which all 
who believe in language study should stand and fight; this is our 
universal ground, valid even for those who study any language but a 
few weeks. 

But for the few who study foreign languages further we must insist 
that enjoyment and profit from the literature of a given language are 
the only objective of great spiritual and practical value. By literature 
we mean, of course, not only the great works of the creative 
imagination, but also the scientific and other works which spring from 
the intellectual activities of a given people at the present time. In other 
words, those students who become proficient in a language may and do 
use that language for intellectual as well as spiritual uplift. Moreover, 
such students, having mastered the processes of thought by mastering 
the processes of language, will scarcely be guilty of either sloppy speech 
or sloppy thinking. 

In the field of universal thought the modern languages have an 
additional value as a tool. It is time, for example, that classicists began 
to insist that college freshmen should know just why a knowledge of 
French, German, and Italian will prove a prime necessity for all who 
expect to go far in the field of classics. It is equally important that 
professors of the various sciences should insist upon the same type of 
linguistic equipment. Professors in certain fields of history should make 
clear the value of Spanish. In other words, all freshmen who expect 
eventually to go beyond the A.B. degree should be well instructed in 
the necessity of language equipment for higher studies. Even Latin and 
Greek are tool languages of the highest importance for advanced 
students in ancient or medieval history. 

Accordingly, we classicists give a very hearty invitation to all lovers 
of language and literature, to join us in fighting to the finish the 
proponents of a type of education which would give our youth nothing 
of the past and its spiritual riches, nothing of the present outside of our 
own country and our own language; would, in short, make of the youth 
of today both provincials and plebeians, equally unacquainted with 
both the processes of thought and the processes of language.15 

Membership was up, the financial state of the Association continued to 
improve, and the Horatian celebration brought cheer and enthusiasm. A long 
article by Flickinger detailed the extent of the activities,16 the most enchanting 
part of which were the "Pilgrimages." 

As I have already indicated, visits to Horatian sites were an important 
part of the celebration. National Chairman Lord concluded suitable 
negotiations with the Bureau of University Travel, which is equivalent 
to saying that the best of arrangements were made and almost fauldessly 
carried out. Of course the Bureau had other parties which coalesced 
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with ours at various points, but the League regarded as its official group 
the one which President Carr and I conducted by motor cars from Paris 
via Geneva, the Mons Cenis Pass, etc., to Florence, by rail to Rome, by 
motor car along the Appian Way to Bari and Brindisi, and by steamer 
through the Greek islands to the Black Sea and back to Syracuse and 
Naples. From Paris to Florence we enjoyed the expert guidance of 
Professor George H. Allen, of Lafayette University, who conducted us 
to Caesar's battle fields, visiting many parts of France which are seldom 
seen by American tourists; at Florence we were joined by Professor 
Allen P. Ball, of the College of the City of New York; and from Rome 
to Brindisi we were accompanied by Professor Rollin H. Tanner, of 
New York University. The cruise on the S.S. City of London was under 
the co-directorship of Professor Lord and Dr. H. H. Powers, assisted by 
a competent staff which I must not take space to enumerate further. 
The official party consisted of about thirty-five travelers at Paris and 
grew by steady accretions to about one-hundred and sixty-five on board 
ship. 

On July 21 some seventy of us, after stopping at Hadrian's Villa and 
Tibur, engaged in suitable commemorative exercises at Horace's Sabine 
villa and visited the Horace museum at nearby Licenza. July 26 was the 
great day at Venosa (ancient Venusia). Here three parties converged. 
Our group had driven in two days from Rome via Terracina and Capua 
to Benevento, where we spent the night, and then on to Canosa, 
Venosa, and Bari. The other two groups came by motors from Bari, one 
of them having just arrived by rail from Naples and the other having 
just disembarked from the City of London, which had been cruising in 
the western Mediterranean and the Adriatic. Here also suitable 
exercises were held, by each of the three parties, before Horace's 
modern statue in the Piazza d'Orazio. It seems that in the entire history 
of the town never had more than ten persons visited it in a party. 
Accordingly one can easily imagine the excitement which arose in an 
Italian town when first one, and then, after an interval, a second, and 
finally, still a third motor car, with passengers aggregating over a 
hundred, arrived on the same day! The little podesta, Signor Bartolimo 
Cancellara, a man of parts with some command of English, was the 
personification of hospitality. It was here, also, that Professor Carr met 
his Waterloo. He was accustomed to rally his group by an imitation 
bugle call, which he had occasion to repeat at Venosa. A small boy 
witnessed this performance in amazed bewilderment but finally 
ejaculated "II Corriere!" 

All three groups spent the night on board ship at Bari; but the 
official party, faithful to Serm. I, 5 to the last, continued by motor car 
next morning and rejoined the others at Brindisi that night, 
incidentally visiting the famous trulli at Alberobello. It is hard to resist 
the temptation to dwell upon the details, serious and amusing, of all 
this, especially with reference to the cruise; but I shall succumb to the 
extent of only one anecdote: In the City of London dining room there 
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were twelve assigned to the table over which Professor Carr presided. It 
was a hilarious group and soon became well acquainted. When we 
reached Rhodes and began to hear about the Dodecanese islands, 
someone nicknamed this table "Professor Carr's Dodecanieces!"17 

The new mood, overcoming despair, was clearly enunciated in the final edi­
torial of volume thirty-two: 

The academic year which closes with this issue of the Journal has been 
noteworthy, we believe, for genuine progress in the effort to establish the 
place of the classics in the much-discussed integrated high-school 
curriculum. 

• • • • • • 

In fact the year has shown that the forces of the classics are better 
organized than ever before, not to compel an unwilling public to retain 
in the curriculum a traditional subject of doubtful value, but to convince 
that public that the classics can and always have, when properly taught, 
produced men and women who knew how to evaluate the conditions of 
life around them, to respond properly to those conditions, and to live 
effectively, thoughtfully, sympathetically, and constructively.18 

The year also saw the publication of a brief pamphlet, The Value of the 
Classics Today, sponsored by the ACL, the Association, and other groups, 
which summarized various expressions of support for the classics, from distin­
guished individuals such as President Nicholas Murray Butler of Columbia 
University and President Robert M. Hutchins of the University of Chicago. 

For the remaining years of the decade, membership and resources continued 
to grow. In 1939, there were 2273 members, CJ's circulation was up to 4430, the 
largest figure since 1933, and the Association's available cash had risen to more 
than three thousand dollars. In 1938, the Association had its first Canadian 
president, Norman W. DeWitt of the University of Toronto. Earlier that year, 
one of the most important and active committees submitted its report. It under­
scored the hot debate which then existed in the world of education on ques­
tions of curriculum. Its importance is self-evident, and thus merits full 
presentation. It laid out a battle-plan for classics at a seemingly fruitful time. 
Only a little more than a year later war broke out in Europe. The country would 
turn to matters of more immediate importance than educational curriculum. 

PROGRESS AND PROBLEMS OF THE COMMITTEE ON 
THE PRESENT STATUS OF CLASSICAL EDUCATION 

By A. PELZER WAGENER 
The College of William and Mary 

It will be remembered that this committee was appointed in 1935 
immediately following the St. Louis meeting of the Association. Its 
purpose was, first, to study the status of Latin teaching in relation to the 
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spreading core-curriculum plan of school organization; secondly, to 
devise and carry through plans for protecting the study of Latin in the 
schools, and to promote co-operation between the humanistic fields in 
combating the extreme tendency toward the domination of education 
by the social approach. The year 1935-36 was concerned with the first 
objective. The past two years have been devoted to the second. Some 
progress has been made, while many problems still lie before us. 

The detailed activities of the committee have been presented 
during the past year in one or two printed reports and in several 
mimeographed bulletins. Furthermore, "news-letters" have been sent 
out by certain of the regional directors in our organization. A review at 
this time may serve, however, as a reminder and as an incentive to 
effort during the coming year on the part of an increased number of 
interested Latin teachers. 

In general, working organizations have been effected in almost 
every state in our territory; closer contacts have been established 
between teachers of Latin; questionnaires have been circulated to 
arouse the teachers themselves to action, to give a picture of conditions 
in the various states, and to provide lists of dependable supporters; 
publicity material has been printed and distributed; conferences within 
states have been held; new state associations have been formed; 
classical contests have been revived or started; newspaper publicity has 
been secured. 

Real progress has come in at least one important respect, over 
which we may really be encouraged. This lies in the fact that there has 
been an awakening as to the serious situation into which education is 
being brought, or even has already been brought, by the dominant 
forces in educational thinking and administration, and by the 
exaltation of the social studies and of social objectives as the 
determining factors in the entire educational system. Consequently 
there has come about the steadily strengthened determination among 
scholars and teachers in the humanistic fields and among adherents of 
a sound, reasonable philosophy of education to make a united stand in 
defense of their principles. 

Most significant of what is happening are the thoughts expressed by 
President Seymour, of Yale, as they were quoted in the Classical Weekly 
of March 28. He points out the folly of multiplying courses in the field 
of the social studies in the belief that better preparation is being given 
for service to the public welfare. He calls for the salvation and 
re-invigoration of the older departments and advises that, whatever the 
future career of the student may be, he "should be placed in an 
atmosphere where he can draw power from the liberal arts and 
sciences." 

President Seymour is voicing a growing concern and a spreading 
conviction. Along the same line is a resolution of the Humanist 
Society of the University of Iowa, endorsing "the movement to combat 
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the present trend toward making the Social Sciences the core of the 
school curriculum and the resultant elimination of language study and 
other humanistic subjects." Dorothy Thompson recently expressed 
similar thoughts in a syndicated newspaper article. The opinions 
secured by Miss Guyles and Mr. Winspear from members of the faculty 
of the University of Wisconsin, by a special committee of the Virginia 
Classical Association from a representative group of Virginians 
prominent in various fields of occupation, and by Mr. J. W. D. Skiles, 
of Louisville, from a similar group of Kentuckians show how widespread 
and how deeply grounded are convictions favorable to our viewpoint, if 
only they can be made effectively vocal. 

The principal undertaking of the Inter-Association Policies 
Committee, which was formed December, 1936, was to secure financial 
support from some foundation. While no grant has yet been secured, 
the attitudes of certain groups which have been approached indicate 
their realization of the importance of our undertaking and their interest 
in helping to solve the present problem in the best interest of 
American education. 

One of the first steps taken by our committee was to form contacts 
with organized groups in other humanistic fields, among them the 
Modern Language Association and the National Federation of Modern 
Language Teachers. At the meeting of the Modern Language 
Association in December, 1936, the president, Professor Carleton 
Brown, of New York University, delivered his presidential address on 
"The Assault on the Castle." The result was the appointment of a 
committee of the Modern Language Association with Professor Howard 
M. Jones, of Harvard University, as chairman. The committee 
presented a masterly and voluminous report of forty-five pages at the 
1937 meeting of the Modern Language Association last December. The 
first half of the report deals with the philosophy of modern Progressive 
Education and its implications in theory and practice for the status of 
the older humanistic subjects. It puts in logical and impressive form 
material which our own committee, concerned with the practical 
problem of trying to combat an existing situation in one particular 
field, assumed—perhaps erroneously—to be familiar to everyone with 
whom it would work. The second half of the report is concerned with 
the activities of the National Council of Teachers of English and 
presents the results of so-called "progressive thinking" in the field of 
English upon objectives and methods in that field. 

This report has had as a secondary effect the appointment of a 
special committee by the National Federation of Modern Language 
Teachers to take steps for the defense of modern language teaching and 
to co-operate with similar groups in other subject fields. 

At the annual meeting of the American Council of Learned 
Societies in January, 1937 the delegates of the American Philological 
Association, the Modern Language Association, and the Linguistic 
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Society of America, pursuant to instructions from their societies, 
requested the Council to take cognizance of the situation facing the 
humanistic studies and to confer with other national councils which 
might also be interested in the matter. Some informal conferences were 
held. In December last the Modern Language Association referred 
Professor Jones's report to the Council with the request that the study 
be continued by the Council on a broader basis by means of a special 
committee appointed for that purpose. 

The meeting of the Council on the afternoon of January 28, at 
which a discussion of "Recent Educational Trends and the Study of the 
Humanities" was the special order of business, was most heartening and 
inspiring. After set speeches by Professor Jones, Dean Henry Grattan 
Doyle, of George Washington University, and Professor A. P. 
Wagener, the general discussion was participated in by a large number 
of those present. It was the unanimous opinion that the seriousness of 
the situation demanded unified and thorough study of the function of 
the humanities in education and, upon the basis of the results of this 
study, unified and vigorous action to insure to the humanistic studies 
their rightful place. As a result of the resolution passed by the Council, 
tentative plans for the contemplated study have been formulated. After 
reviewing the restricted scope of previous similar studies, the report 
upon the present plan states: 

Its point of view would be that of the humanistic studies as a 
group. While not attempting to formulate educational theories 
and philosophies, or to involve new educational practices, it 
would of necessity concern itself with educational theory and 
practice, if for no other reason than to remove the maladjust­
ments and misunderstandings that have come into existence 
between education, on the one hand, and the humanities and 
most other disciplines on the other. It would also have to take 
into account the entire educational process, from elementary 
schools into the vast range of adult education; for a too exclu­
sive concern of humanistic scholarship with the graduate school 
and research has tended to isolate it on the one side from the 
sources from which it must seek renewal, and on the other side, 
from the great body of its ultimate consumers. 

The objectives of the study may be briefly summarized as 
follows: 

A. To arrive at some clear conception, if possible, of present 
educational trends and of the conditions that determine them. 

B. To define the humanities in both general and specific 
terms, and to make clear their community of interest and their 
relations to other subjects or studies. 

C. To ascertain and appraise the educational values of the 
humanities with especial reference to the life of the individual 
and the needs of society. 
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D. To furnish guidance for the fullest possible realization of 
these values. 

At the end of this study, which is assured in some form, a platform 
will have been established upon which the humanistic subjects may 
base their claim to a place in American education, and defensible 
objectives will have been set up. With these in mind each subject may 
then build its own procedures. The action taken by the United 
Chapters of the Phi Beta Kappa Society last December in appointing a 
committee to review standards of recommendation for chapters and 
membership, and to urge various associations throughout the country 
"to do what they can toward the re-establishment of the liberal arts 
emphasis in the schools in their vicinities" is an interesting 
contribution to these aims. Already the co-operation of many national 
associations has been promised. We may feel that we are well on the 
road to a successful culmination of our efforts in one of the most 
essential undertakings related to the work of our committee. 

In the address to which reference has been made, President 
Seymour says in the very midst of the remarks that have been quoted: 

Partly because of their [i.e., the older departments'] trust in tra­
dition and confidence invoked by their former supremacy, they 
have failed to adapt themselves to the younger generations. The 
time has come for them to face the necessity of such adaptation. 
They can save themselves only by answering the demands of 
intellectual interest. 

One of our serious problems is to determine just what such an answer 
will be. On this there is apparently no unanimity of opinion among 
classical scholars and teachers. A recent review of the revised edition of 
an older first-year Latin text condemns its application of the functional 
approach, its use of "made" Latin, its attempt to vitalize the children's 
understanding of Roman civilization through illustrations and 
descriptive material in English, and its omission of the subjunctive mood 
in conformity with the recommendations of the Classical Investigation. 
Yet many of us feel the absolute necessity of using many of these 
approaches, the need of adapting material and procedures to the 
product of the elementary schools passed on to the teacher of Latin, 
and the folly of producing texts beyond the range of preparation, 
abilities, and interests of the children for whom they are intended. One 
student of curriculum construction points out the value of capitalizing 
upon the social values of our study, while we find elsewhere a call for 
the renunciation of the "futile position that the study of Latin has a 
social value in that it enables children to read stories in 'made Latin' of 
Roman family life and so on." When, in a certain state, curriculum 
workers are struggling to develop material, activities, and procedures 
which will insure the preservation of the sound values of Latin study 
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and yet meet the objectives of general education, common sense would 
dictate that an article should not be written for the state educational 
journal condemning these very methods. Yet this has happened. Not 
that there is lacking sound reasoning in much of the criticism; but it is 
frequently based on limited understanding of what is advocated and of 
conditions that must be faced. It is certainly false logic that would lend 
comfort to the enemy by emphasizing disagreements on technical 
details. Rather we should attempt to define what are sound, defensible, 
and attainable objectives in classical study at every level of instruction 
and be prepared to abide by and to defend our decision. A writer in a 
recent issue of Michigan School of Education Bulletin is right when he 
says: 

The teachers of children and youth are aware of many chronic 
ills. It is these that the innovator must expose. And the conser­
vative must consult them also, or forego his right to protest. It is 
folly for him to cry out from the "parapet"; let him descend and 
search the foundation for himself. Let him study the children 
and the school, and then add his voice to the formulation of 
hypotheses. 

The solution of the serious problem of the place to be sought for 
Latin in the modern high-school curriculum will be hastened by 
developing a sound and reasonable attitude on the part of our classical 
leaders which all can accept. To this the committee hopes to 
contribute through studies and recommendations by its Subcommittee 
on Curriculum Study, whose findings should be of immediate value for 
the general study of the humanities. Such a sound and reasonable 
attitude is vitally necessary at once to our own people, who are 
confronted by curriculum revisions which are not waiting on us. In 
Ohio, they are faced by changes to be made in requirements for the 
preparation of the elementary teachers, which would mean the 
elimination of foreign language, mathematics, and even natural 
science, as conventionally organized, from the prospective 
teachers'-college course. In North Dakota the curriculum is even now 
being revised and the question is being raised as to the entire 
elimination of foreign language from the smaller high schools. 
Curriculum revisions are in progress in West Virginia, Texas, 
Michigan, Missouri, and elsewhere. The leaders in the fight need to be 
furnished with sound principles to work for, demonstrable arguments to 
present, and concrete materials to work with. The establishment of a 
source of supply to which they can turn is one of our great problems. 

We need to assume a diplomatic and sympathetic attitude toward 
the many educationists and educational administrators who are 
thoughtful and fair in their attitude and who are earnestly seeking to 
promote the welfare of American education and of the children of our 
country. That this is a wise attitude was brought out in many of the 
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speeches made in the discussion before the American Council of 
Learned Societies. It is foolish to attack all education because of the 
attitude of an extreme, biased, bigoted, and unscholarly minority even 
though this group is apparently dominant at the present time, certainly 
vocally so. We need also to be fair in our claims for recognition and to 
recognize that there is a proper function for all of the 
disciplines—humanistic, scientific, and social. We need to develop 
within our own body a sympathetic understanding and attitude toward 
the problems and purposes with which those in the various spheres of 
high-school, college, and university education are faced. Above all, the 
college and university instructor needs to reach down to the 
high-school and help the teacher there, with whom ultimately rests the 
well-being of our subject. He must give inspiration, advice, and 
practical assistance freely and gladly. 

The improvement of teaching is most essential, in fact of 
paramount importance. Thought should be given by college and 
university departments of classics to the more functional organization 
of their teacher-training courses and of their schedules of work for 
majoring or concentration. These courses should be of such a nature as 
to provide the prospective teacher with the equipment in knowledge 
and skills which will make his work with the pupils so successful as to 
build up an army of advocates for classical study. 

The final problem to which attention should be called is one upon 
which there has been much division of opinion. It is the need for 
continued and increased favorable publicity, and for the constant 
cultivation of favorable public relations. In this everyone can help in 
some of the varied ways that will come to the mind of anyone who 
thinks about it at all. Spectacular and country-wide undertakings call 
for expenditures of money which we do not at present have. Possibly 
funds will come in at some time or other. In the meantime the central 
committee will supply what it can, and will rely upon the state 
committees and individual teachers and leaders to contribute their 
share. Classical people as a group object to both the idea and the term 
"propaganda." This is not propaganda and let us from now on discard 
the term. It is presenting to children and to parents of children who 
should study Latin and Greek the values in those studies they should 
know of. It is presenting to the public at large the services of our 
subject in research and discovery, in adding to the intellectual 
equipment of our people, and in enriching their lives with enduring 
cultural values. Surely that is dignified, legitimate, and necessary 
publicity. 

Finally, the support of every member of our association is needed 
through continued labor for our cause, through an attitude of persistent 
hopefulness, and certainly through gifts to the fund upon which we 
must rely for carrying on the projects that have been launched!9 
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s i x T h e Second W o r l d W a r 
DURING THE PERIOD OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR, at first survival and then 
total victory on a world-wide scene occupied most of the nation's attention. 
All aspects of society were at the service of the war effort. Education was no 
exception; the need was for individuals who could command science and 
industrial skills. Save for "necessary" languages and the useful aspects of 
history and politics, humanistic studies suffered devaluation. This period 
of extreme national danger proved more difficult for the classics and the 
Association than even the .years of depression had been. Membership was 
drastically affected by the loss of so many teachers to the armed services, 
the subject by loss of public esteem. Survival was a constant challenge. 

At the beginning of the decade, membership in the Association had 
fallen to just above 2000, circulation of CJ to just above 4200. The last year 
before the events of Pearl Harbor saw these figures almost unchanged and a 
continued increase in the cash balance. The Association entered into a 
financial arrangement with the Classical Association of the Atlantic 
States to give "attractive combination rates" of subscription to those in the 
latter organization. These combination rates were subsequently extended to 
include the American Classical League, so that all classicists in the 
country who belonged to any of the regional associations or ACL could 
obtain any or all three of their publications, CJ, CW, and CO. During 1940-
41, the Association had its second female president, Gertrude Smith of the 
University of Chicago. 

At the 1942 meeting, the Secretary-Treasurer, Fred S. Dunham, who 
was completing a decade in office, took the opportunity to offer not only an 
annual report but a conspectus of the ten years of his service, which 
spanned the depths of depression, recovery, and the first year of actual war. 
In this period the Association had lost 495 members, a decrease of 20.4%. 
Eight states had lost more than thirty per cent of their membership: 
Virginia, Kansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Indiana, South Dakota, North 
Carolina, and Florida. 

Since these states form no geographical pattern, we conclude that 
the losses must be due to social, economic and educational conditions 
prevailing in those states, combined with the general trend toward 
vocational and folk education. It has been a decade of economic 
depression and violent social movements accompanied by changes in 
state requirements for the teacher's certificate, an increase in the 
activities of national and privately supported educational agencies 
in the general direction of industrial and agricultural training in 
secondary education, and the development of applied Science in 
higher education. Not only do young people have their sense of 
values upset, but they frequently find the door of opportunity closed 
when they wish to continue their studies in advanced classes. They 
are then told that the limited budget does not permit the 
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organization of small classes. But these conditions are known to all 
of us. We are surprised that the Classics have held up as well as 
they have.1 

The circulation of Classical Journal had fallen from 4733 in March 1933 
to 3986 on March 1, 1942, a decrease of 15.7%. 

During this year there was an excess of expenditures over receipts 
because of the activity of the Committee on the Present Status of Classical 
Education. Continuing efforts in many educational circles to eliminate the 
teaching of foreign languages in the high schools led the Association to 
sponsor a response. Written by B. L. Ullman2and F. S. Dunham, with the 
collaboration of John F. Gummere for CAAS and George A. Land for 
CANE, the article, "The High School's Obligation to Democracy," appeared 
in the April 1942 issue of Education. It was then reprinted as a sixteen page 
pamphlet, 6000 copies of which were widely distributed over the entire edu­
cational spectrum. But the battle was by no means stayed, much less won. 
The struggle to keep the barbarians outside the gates of the nation's educa­
tional system continued without cease. 

The December 1942 number of CJ inaugurated a new feature with a 
message from President Dunham. 

TO THE READERS OF THE JOURNAL: With this edition of the 
Journal a new occasional department is born, and Mr. White, who 
will be its editor, has requested me to officiate at the christening. 
The innovation will make the News Letter, whose circulation 
heretofore has been limited mainly to members of the Committee on 
the Present Status of Classical Education, available to all readers of 
the Journal. Unfortunately we must conserve space. Hence, as Mr. 
White explains, "It will not be quite so informal and even jocose as it 
appeared in the News Letter," but even so we believe it will be good for 
our morale, especially during these critical times. 

The impact of the war necessarily places emphasis upon 
immediate efforts to win the war, while plans and preparation for 
post-war readjustments are held in abeyance. It is true that there is 
one big job before us, but that task will not cease the day when the 
last gun is fired. The boys and girls whom we are teaching today 
will be needed then to guarantee the peace, just as their seniors are 
needed today in the fighting forces. Even in times of war we must 
educate for life as well as for death. What doth it profit a man to 
win the war and lose the peace? Let us beware of the enemy within 
our gates, whether he be the enemy spy or the misguided "educator" 
who advocates the elimination from the curriculum of all subjects 
not directly connected with the war effort. 

Preparation for permanent peace is the ultimate goal of the 
teacher, unless his services are needed in the armed forces. Who is 
more able than the teacher of the classics to inculcate in our youth 
the ideals of goodness, truth, and beauty, of law and order, of 
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permanence and tolerance? These qualities, which characterize the 
democracies, constitute the precious heritage for which we are 
fighting.3 

Soon the Journal published a letter from a non-classicist, Bayard Quincy 
Morgan of Stanford University, which states the threat to liberal educa­
tion in the widest terms. It became, ut ita dicam, a battle-cry for the embat­
tled legions. 

STANFORD UNIVERSITY, CALIF., 
JAN. 1, 1943. 

AN OPEN LETTER TO TEACHERS OF LANGUAGE. 
DEAR COLLEAGUES: 

It can no longer be doubted that the American public school is 
preparing under the guidance of our professional educationists and 
with the willing or enforced consent of large groups of other 
educators, to abandon the discipline of formal language study as a 
foundation stone in American education. No clearer proof of this 
assertion need be desired than the report of a committee of the 
National Education Association, presented in June 1942, and 
entitled "Problems in the Field of Teacher Preparation and 
Certification." Under the heading "Opinions on the General 
Education of Teachers," W. E. Peik summarizes the results of an 
inquiry sent out to 154 persons and responded to by 92 of them, 
embracing educational leaders distributed over all the states in the 
Union. As to the inclusion of a knowledge of foreign languages in 
the general education of teachers, only' 14 per cent of the replies 
approved of modern foreign language for the elementary teacher, 
only 40 per cent for the secondary teacher; for the classical 
languages, the percentages were still lower, 13 per cent and 26 per 
cent respectively. It may therefore be assumed that the rejection of 
foreign-language study as part of a liberal education is now the 
official attitude of the National Education Association, which 
stands for the educationist policy of our country. 

It must be recognized, I think, that back of this specific 
expression of policy lies an educational philosophy which commands 
a widespread popular appeal. Briefly stated, and somewhat 
oversimplified, it runs like this: in a true democracy all citizens 
enjoy the same advantages, and therefore the educational system 
must be so planned in its intellectual content that every child can 
share in each part of it, from the lowest stage to the highest. It is 
the communistic economic argument applied to the realm of the 
mind. Carried to its logical extreme, such a program would 
eventually turn the United States into a slave nation, bereft of any 
leadership which might successfully cope with its brainy and 
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highly trained competitors in the markets or on the battlefields of 
the world. For if we do not provide suitable training for our future 
leaders, we shall have none. 

Moreover, to one who views the international scene with any 
concern for the future it must seem that no more inopportune time 
could have been chosen for thus deliberately reducing the areas of 
direct contact between the United States and the outside, or 
non-English-speaking world. All signs point to the inescapable fact 
that our traditional isolationism is no longer possible or desirable, 
and that in any event we stand at the beginning of an era of vasdy 
increased American participation in world affairs. 

As teachers of language we must necessarily dissent from the 
conception of American education embodied in the report which was 
cited above, and in defending our subject against attempts at its 
extermination we are upholding the prestige and honor of the 
American school, the dignity and future worth of the American 
people. 

Seeing these precious strongholds of our national heritage thus 
gravely menaced, what should be our response? Can we afford to 
ignore the uncompromising attempts to legislate our work out of 
existence? It seems to me that if we wish to defend its now seriously 
threatened position in American education, we must have recourse 
to the strength which comes from united effort, in other words, to 
voting power, both direct and indirect. Our own aggregate votes 
constitute a more powerful single unit than any other in the 
school; the parental vote which we can enlist, if properly directed, is 
capable of sweeping the country. 

The first step, clearly, is for us to get together. As a means to 
that desirable end, I propose that the various language associations, 
including those for the Classical Languages and English, send duly 
authorized delegates to a special meeting in connection with the 
coming convention of the Modern Language Association. These 
delegates should be instructed to assist in the formation of a 
militant association which will have as its principal objective the 
immediate organization of a campaign to maintain and eventually 
increase the place of language instruction in the American public 
school. 

It will be the function of the officers of such an association to 
determine the details of organization and action within which it 
shall operate. Without presuming to forestall any of their 
decisions, I suggest that the language teachers of specified areas 
(e.g. cities, collegiate institutions, districts) automatically 
constitute "chapters" in the new association, that the chapters of 
each state form a "division" with elective officers and provisions for 
convening, and that the real directive of the association be assigned 
to a national board, subdivided into such committees as may appear 
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desirable, dealing, for example, with policy, finance, and 
propaganda. As to the possibilities of effective action, I am clear in 
my own mind that our only hope of substantial accomplishment 
lies in influencing parents to put pressure on the schools. This 
requires a long and involved process of public education, and will 
inevitably call for considerable expenditure. However, if our 
profession can be sufficiendy interested, I believe that a modest 
membership fee will provide a generous aggregate to serve as the 
sinews of war. 

This letter has no authority beyond that of one who sees an 
emergency and feels impelled to appropriate action4 

Further attention to this subject came at the annual meeting of 1943. 
For the first time, there was a general theme: Liberal culture in war time - its 
contribution to the war program and the future peace. And the final number of 
CJ's volume offered a very long editorial entitled "Pass the Ammunition." 5 

In the February issue we published an open letter in which Professor 
Bayard Quincy Morgan, of Stanford University, set forth the 
necessity for ail teachers and friends of language study to combine 
their strength for the purpose of combating an effort on the part of 
important and powerful educational groups to "abandon the 
discipline of formal language study as a foundation stone in 
American education." If you think Professor Morgan is unduly 
concerned, read the following declaration of principles recendy given 
great publicity in the "High School Victory Corps Pamphlet No. 1," 
published by the office of the Commissioner of Education for the 
United States, and ponder the statements carefully: 

A campaign of community education to break down the 
existing prejudices in favor of the stricdy academic college 
preparatory course is also required. Naturally such a cam­
paign will require the vigorous leadership of the professional 
educators. 

Add to this a statement from the pamphlet entitled "What the 
Schools Should Teach in War Time," a statement coming from the 
powerful Educational Policies Commission of the National 
Education Association: 

We recognize the contribution of the ancient languages and 
literatures to our culture. We believe, however, that a rela­
tively small percentage in any population will achieve from 
their experience in high school that mastery of these lan­
guages which will substantially enrich their culture life. 
We, therefore, recommend that the teaching of these lan­
guages be limited to the very few who will achieve these 
values and use these languages in their scholarly pursuits. 
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The adoption of such a policy would release the time of many 
competent teachers for educational services vital to the war 
effort. 

To make the position of this group even more clear, its permanent 
secretary, Mr. W. G. Carr, said in a speech delivered in Detroit, 
October 2, 1942, and published in the Michigan Education Journal for 
November, 1942, that, since no person in the United States or 
elsewhere needs to be able to read or write or speak Latin, "either to 
help win the war or safeguard the peace, I believe that the teaching 
of Latin as a language should be discontinued at once for the 
duration, as a high-school subject, required or elective." 

There you have it. In the formal printed pamphlet we have 
hypocritical lip-service: "We recognize the contribution of the 
ancient languages and literatures to our culture." But when the 
permanent secretary of this same body tells what he conceives to be 
the truth, Latin is practically useless "either to help win the war 
or safeguard the peace." 

Let us not deceive ourselves. These are the same educational 
leaders who have opposed all cultural subjects in the high-school 
curriculum for more than a quarter of a century. Throughout all 
that time they have broadened and democratized high-school 
education, as they are fond of putting it, by lowering standards to 
the point where almost no one shall fail—as though life were like 
that. They have denied the superior student his opportunity in 
order not to give offense to the less gifted. They have persistently 
substituted training in particular techniques for those hard 
subjects that develop the capacity to think. Worst of all, they have 
run off after every new educational nostrum and have by so doing 
shown themselves unworthy of a following. 

Now comes the war. We need good mathematicians, but the 
high-school graduate fails to measure up to our needs even at the 
level he is supposed to have attained. We need men and women who 
can think straight and hard and then express that thought in 
effective English, and again we find the high-school product 
unsatisfactory. It is by these fruits that we should judge the 
"educational leaders" who are now asking the "professional 
educators" to give vigorous help in the "campaign of community 
education to break down the existing prejudices in favor of the 
strictly academic college preparatory course." This "strictly 
academic college preparatory course," mark you, comprises 
mathematics, history, English, Latin, French, German, physics, 
chemistry, and biology. These are the subjects good students take in 
high school in order to prepare for college, and every one of them is 
of prime importance both in winning the war and safeguarding the 
peace. In fact, Colonel Venable of Virginia, who addressed a 
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meeting of college presidents last January in Baltimore to 
formulate plans for the war, actually declared that he considered 
the study of Latin the ideal discipline for the soldier. He expressed 
the view that it teaches the student to think coherently, 
interrelatedly, and with precision. 

But the attack of the "professional educators" has been met by 
some excellent counter-attack, and it is for the purpose of bringing 
this helpful material, in part, to the attention of all teachers of the 
classics and friends of culture that this editorial is written. As 
Professor Morgan has said, we must get together and fight these 
cheapening tendencies in our local schools, working through 
parent-teacher associations, clubs, and especially our newspapers. 

We have already called attention to the excellent article of 
Professor Ullman in the Classical Outlook for March, 1943. In the 
American Scholar, current spring issue, will be found the full text of 
the address of Mr. Wendell Willkie, entitled "Freedom and the 
Liberal Arts," delivered at Duke University, January 14 of this 
year. This is the best statement of the case for the humanities we 
have seen; and it is all the more valuable because it represents the 
credo of a layman very highly esteemed in public life. Here are some 
of his paragraphs that will hearten the struggling teacher of the 
classics: 

For we cannot win a true victory unless there exists in this 
country a large body of liberally educated citizens. This is a 
war for freedom—freedom here and freedom elsewhere. But if 
we are going to risk our lives for freedom, we must at the 
same time do all we can to preserve the deep springs from 
which it flows. Recently we have been prone to think of 
freedom in purely economic terms. It is true that a man 
cannot be free unless he has a job and a decent income. But 
this job and this income are not the sources of his freedom. 
They only implement it. Freedom is of the mind. Freedom is 
in that library of yours, around which this campus is built. 
When you range back and forth through the centuries, when 
you weigh the utterance of some great thinker or absorb the 
meaning of some great composition, in painting or music or 
poetry; when you live these things within yourself and 
measure yourself against them—only then do you become an 
initiate in the world of the free. It is in the liberal arts that 
you acquire the ability to make a truly free and individual 
choice. 

Mr. Willkie proceeds: 

President Hopkins of Dartmouth has stated these trends 
more clearly than anyone I know and has pointed out that 


