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Language of Sex(ual Violence) in the Theogony and the Catalogue of Women

1. piyvop; usu. fem. participle piyeioa, pyBeica. To mix or mingle.

2. &c Aéxog EMOEV or gioavaPaivev (iepog, oudc). To go up into the (sacred, joint) bed.

3. dapalm, dapvam or dapvniu (sometimes vVodoundeica from vwodapvaw). TO overpower.

4. Theog. 53 -7
tag év ITiepin Kpovidn téke matpi pyeioa

Mvnuocivn, youvoioty EAevbipog pedéovaa,

Anopocvvny 1€ Kak@®v dumavpd te pepunpdov. 55

gvvéa yap ol vOKTOG UioyeTo puntieto Zgvg

Voo A’ dbavatwv iepov AEyog eicavafaivov:

5. Theog. 508
Nydyeto Khvpévnv kai opov Aéyoc eicavéPaivev

6. Theog. 120 - 2
Mo’ "Epog, 6¢ kdAAoTog &v abavatolot Beoiot,

Avoeg, Taviov 1€ Bedv Taviov T AvOpOTOV

oduvoror v otnhecot voov kal Erxiopova BovAnv

7. Rhea, Theog. 453 — 4
‘Pein 6¢ dunbeica Kpove téke paidipa tékva,

Totinv Auntpa kai "Hpnv ypvconédidov

8. Medea, Theog. 1000 — 1
kot P’ 1 ye dunbeic’ v’ Toovt mowéve Aadv

Mndetov téke maidal. ...

9. Thetis, Theog. 1006 — 7
IInAel 8¢ dunBeica Bed OLtic dpyvpdmela

yetvat’ Ayiiijo pnéEnvopa Buporéovta

! Translations my own.

Mnemosyne bore them [the Muses] on Pieria,
having had sex with the father, the son of
Kronos, herself the guardian of the heights of
Eleuther; the children as embodiments of
forgetting and a pause of evils and troubles.
Zeus the crafty one mingled with her far from
the immortal gods, going up to her holy bed
for nine nights.!

[lapetus] married Klymene and went up to
their joint bed.

Indeed Eros, the most beautiful among the
immortal gods, limb-melter, overpowers the
mind in the breast and fore-thinking will of all
gods and all men.

And Rhea, overpowered by Kronos, bore
radiant children; Hestia, Demeter and Hera of
the golden sandals.

And she [Medea] herself, overpowered by
Jason, shepherd of men, bore a child,
Medeion.

The silver-footed goddess Thetis,
overpowered by Peleus, bore Achilles, lion-
hearted, he who breaks the ranks of men.
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10. Clytaemnestra, MW 23a.27 — 30 = M 19.27 — 30
AoicOov &’ év peyd|potot Kivt]oipunotpn kvo[vamig

yeiva®’ vmodunb[eic’ Ayauéuv]ov[i dtjov Opé[otny,
6¢ po kol pnoog dng[teicoto Tlatpopo[v]ia,

Ktelve 8¢ untépa [fiv vmepnv]opa vAét [xadkdt.
30 [6reonv]opa, man-destroying

11. Timandra, MW 23a.31 -5 =M19.31 -5
Tidvopnv &’ "Exg, pog Baiepnv, momoat’ Gk, otttv,

0g maong Tey[éng N’ Apkading] moAvpuniov
aopveldg vaoc|oe, eilog poakdpeoot B]eo[T]owv:

1} ol Aaddokoy pfeyaintopa motpév]o Aadv

vletva[6] vmodun[Beioa d1d] ypvoiiv Ag[poditnv 35

12. Deianeira, MW 25.17 — 25 = M 22.17 — 25
...x[oi éni]o[p]ova Anidveipav,

1| €y’ vmodunBei[oa Bint ‘Hplaxin[e]int

“YAlov kai I'Afjvov kai [Kth]owmov kai Oveitnv-
TOVG Téke Kai Oelv’ EpE[’, énel ddoat]o péya Bopd,
onmote eapuakov [ gnyypi]oaca yrrdva
ddxe Atymu knpu[ki] p[épev- 6 8¢ dd]kev dvakTt
Apopurpvovia[d]nt HpaxAiji trodmnd]pbot.
S[eE]apévan 8¢ ofi aiya téhog Oavdrot]o mapéotn:

kai] Oave kol p° ATd[ao TordcTovoV Tke]Tto dDLAL.

13. Mestra, MW 43a.55 -7 = M 69.79 — 81
Kol TV pév P’ édduacce Iocedawv Evooiydmv

THA” 6o maTpog £010 PEPWV £mi oivoma TOV[TOV

&v Koot a[p]eipvm kainep moAvidpy Eodoalv:
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Last in the megaron dark-eyed Clytaemnestra,
overpowered by Agamemnon, bore noble
Orestes, who reaching his manhood took
revenge upon his father’s killer and slayed his
mother, arrogant with merciless bronze.

Echemus made Timandra his fertile wife, he
who ruled over Tegea and Arcadia rich in
flocks, beloved by the blessed gods. And she,
overpowered because of golden Aphrodite,
bore to him Laodocos, the great-hearted
shepherd of men.

And thoughtful Deianeira, who, overpowered
by Heraklean strength bore Hyllus and Glenos
and Ktesippus and Oneites. These she bore
and she worked a terrible affair, since she was
deceived greatly in her mind, when, smearing
a potion over a chiton she gave it to Lichas
the herald to carry. And he gave it to his lord
the son of Amphytrion, Herakles the sacker of
cities. And upon receiving it at once a mortal
death was upon him. And he died and went to
the mournful house of Hades.

and Poseidon, Earth-shaker, overpowered her
[Mestra], carrying her from her father across

the wine-dark sea to Cos where the sea flows
around, although she was clever.

14. Chimaera with Orthos (Theog. 326 — 7), Theia and Hyperion (Theog. 371 — 4), Idyia and Aietes (Theog.
961 — 2), and Aethusa and Apollo (MW 185.8 = M 123.1). Fragmentary: Philonis with Apollo (MW 64.16
= M 65.16), Electra (one of the Pleiades) with unknown male (MW 177.5—-6 = M 121.5 — 6).
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15. 1l. 23.653 -5
avTap O Toypoying dieyswiic Ofkev dedia:
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g€éte’” aounmy, | T’ dlyiot daudoachol
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17. Od. 3.264 — 72
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AL Ote oM v poipa Bedv Enéomoe daufva,. .. 269
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Then he set out the prizes for grievous
boxing. Bringing forth a hardy mule he tied it
to the ring, six years old, unbroken, the sort
that is most difficult to break in.

Hephaestus, is there anyone, any other
goddess on Olympus who endures in her heart
such grievous pain as me—out of all of them
Zeus son of Kronos gave me distress. Of all
of the women of the sea, he subjected me to a
mortal man, to Peleus son of Aeacus, and |
endured the bed of this man much against my
will.

[Aegisthus] many times sought to enchant the
wife of Agamemnon with words...

But when the fate of the gods bound her to be
overcome,... [then indeed did Aegisthus]
willingly lead her, willing, to his own house.

If one overpowers a house-slave by force, he
shall pay two staters.
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