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1. Livy 1.11.6-9

Sp. Tarpeius Romanae praeerat arci. Huius filiam virginem auro corrumpit Tatius ut armatos in
arcem accipiat;, aquam forte ea tum sacris extra moenia petitum ierat. Accepti obrutam armis
necavere, seu ut vi capta potius arx videretur seu prodendi exempli causa ne quid usquam fidum
proditori esset. Additur fabula, quod volgo Sabini aureas armillas magni ponderis brachio laevo
gemmatosque magna specie anulos habuerint, pepigisse eam quod in sinistris manibus haberent;
eo scuta illi pro aureis donis congesta. Sunt qui eam ex pacto tradendi quod in sinistris manibus
esset derecto arma petisse dicant et fraude visam agere sua ipsam peremptam mercede.

Spurius Tarpeius was the commander of the Roman citadel. Tatius corrupted his virgin
daughter with gold so that she would let the armed troops into the citadel; by chance
she had gone to seek water for rites outside the walls. Once they were in, they killed her
by burying her under their weapons, either so that the citadel would seem to have been
taken by force or to show by example that there was no faith in a traitor. There's also a
story that the Sabines generally wore golden armbands of great weight and jeweled
rings of great beauty on their left arms. She asked them for what they had on their left
arms; they showered her with shields instead of gold. There are those who say that after
making the agreement for what they had on their left arms, she asked for the weapons;
when she appeared deceitful, she paid the price with her life.
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2. Dionysius of Halicarnassus, AR 2.40.1-3

"Entetrta maAw 6 pev Ielowv enot tov Zapivev tov xouoov ETolHwV Oviwv dddvatl
1) KOQM TOV TIEPL TOLS AELOTEQOLS Poayiootl v Tapmelav ov TOV KOOUOV AAAX TOVG
Ouoeovg ma” avtwv altelv. Tatiw 0& OOV Te eloeABety émi ) Eé€amdrn kal
AOYLOHOV TOV UT] TaQaPrval Tag OpoAoylag. d0at d” ovv avt@ dovval pev ta OmAa,
woTeQ 1 mais Nélwoe, momoat d’ OTws avTolg pUNdev Aaffovoa xErjoeTal, Kal avTika
dlATELVAUEVOV WG HAALOTA LoXVOG elxe oupat TOV BLEEOV KT TNG KOETG KAl TOLG
aAAolg magakeAevoacdat tavto motetv. oVTw 1) PaAdopévny tavtoOev v
Taomewaxv VO MANO0UVE TE KAt loXVOG TWV TANYWV TETEWY Kal TeQLowEevOeloav DO
TV Buoewv amoBavetv. ot d¢ Tepl Tov PaPlov €7l Tolg LafBlvols TToLovoL TV TV
OHOAOYILWV ATIATI V- DE0V YAXQ AUTOVGS TOV XLOOV, woTe 1) Tdomewa €iov, kata Tog
opoAoylag amodoval xademailvovtag Emi T pey£é0el ToL HoBoL T OkeMAoTHOLX
Kt avTng Padely, wg Tavta 8Te WHVLOAV AVTH dWOELY VTTETXNLEVOUG. £olike DE T
peta tavta yevopeva v Ielowvog aAnOeotépav motetv [amokQLov]. Td@ov Te
Yag évOa émeoev Néiwtal TOV iegwTATOV TNG MOAEWS KATEXOVOA AOPOV, Kal
xoag avtr) Pwpaiol ka®’ ékactov éviavtov émiteAovat, (Aéyw d¢ a Ieiowv
YOAPEL) WV 0VOEVOC KOS AVTHV, €L TEODWOLOA TV AT TOIS TTOAgUIOLS
anéBavev, ovte TAQA TV TEOVOOEVTWV OUTE MAQA TWV ATIOKTELVAVTWY TUXELY,
AAAG kail €l TL Aeipavov avThG 1)V TOU CWUATOG AVATKAPEV EEw QLpTval ovv
X00V@ QOPOL Te KAl ATOTEOTING Eveka TV HEAAOVTWV Tt OpoLx dPAV. AAA” DTtep pev
TOUTWV KOWETW TIS WG POVAETAL

Again Piso says that the Sabines were ready to give the girl the gold which they had on
their left arms, but Tarpeia demanded from them not the jewelry but the shields. At this
treachery, Tatius was filled with fury, but found a way to avoid breaking their
agreement. He decided to give the weapons, as the girl asked, but in a way that she
would never be able to use them. At once stretching out his shield, he threw it upon the
girl as hard as he could and commanded the others to do the same. Thus hit from all
sides, Tarpeia fell due to the number and strength of the blows; she died buried by
shields. But those following Fabius claim that the deceit in the agreement was on the
Sabines’ side; for when it was necessary to deliver the gold that Tarpeia asked for
according to the agreement, they became grouchy at the cost and threw their shields at
her, as if they had promised to give her these when they had sworn. But the version of
Piso seems more likely to be true. For there where she fell she was honored with a
tomb set on the most sacred hill of the city, and the Romans make liquid sacrifices
each year - I repeat what Piso writes — which no one would be likely to do if she had
died betraying her country to the enemy, neither those who were betrayed nor those
who killed her. Instead, in time they would have dug up any part of her body that was
left and thrown it away to inspire fear and ward off anyone who would act similarly.
But let each one judge it as he will.
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3. Topography of the Capitoline Hill
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Map from Richardson 1992, p. 69, with my additions:
Tarpeian rock marked with a star
Carmenta Gate marked with an arch
Arrow points to Temple of Juno Moneta
Arx and Capitol are circled
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