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Naukratis 
1. Herodotus 2.178 

φιλέλλην δὲ γενόμενος ὁ Ἄμασις ἄλλα τε ἐς Ἑλλήνων μετεξετέρους ἀπεδέξατο, καὶ δὴ καὶ τοῖσι ἀπικνευμένοισι ἐς 

Αἴγυπτον ἔδωκε Ναύκρατιν πόλιν ἐνοικῆσαι: τοῖσι δὲ μὴ βουλομένοισι αὐτῶν οἰκέειν, αὐτοῦ δὲ ναυτιλλομένοισι ἔδωκε 

χώρους ἐνιδρύσασθαι βωμοὺς καὶ τεμένεα θεοῖσι. [2] τὸ μέν νυν μέγιστον αὐτῶν τέμενος, καὶ ὀνομαστότατον ἐὸν καὶ 

χρησιμώτατον, καλεύμενον δὲ Ἑλλήνιον, αἵδε αἱ πόλιες εἰσὶ αἱ ἱδρυμέναι κοινῇ, Ἱώνων μὲν Χίος καὶ Τέως καὶ Φώκαια 

καὶ Κλαζομεναί, Δωριέων δὲ Ῥόδος καὶ Κνίδος καὶ Ἁλικαρνησσὸς καὶ Φάσηλις, Αἰολέων δὲ ἡ Μυτιληναίων μούνη. [3] 

τουτέων μὲν ἐστὶ τοῦτο τὸ τέμενος, καὶ προστάτας τοῦ ἐμπορίου αὗται αἱ πόλιες εἰσὶ αἱ παρέχουσαι: ὅσαι δὲ ἄλλαι 

πόλιες μεταποιεῦνται, οὐδέν σφι μετεὸν μεταποιεῦνται. χωρὶς δὲ Αἰγινῆται ἐπὶ ἑωυτῶν ἱδρύσαντο τέμενος Διός, καὶ 

ἄλλο Σάμιοι Ἥρης καὶ Μιλήσιοι Ἀπόλλωνος. 

Amasis became a philhellene, and besides other services which he did for some of the Greeks, he gave those who came 

to Egypt the city of Naucratis to live in; and to those who travelled to the country without wanting to settle there, he 

gave lands where they might set up altars and make holy places for their gods. Of these the greatest and most famous 

and most visited precinct is that which is called the Hellenion, founded jointly by the Ionian cities of Chios, Teos, 

Phocaea, and Clazomenae, the Dorian cities of Rhodes, Cnidus, Halicarnassus, and Phaselis, and one Aeolian city, 

Mytilene. It is to these that the precinct belongs, and these are the cities that furnish overseers of the trading port; if any 

other cities advance claims, they claim what does not belong to them. The Aeginetans made a precinct of their own, 

sacred to Zeus; and so did the Samians for Hera and the Milesians for Apollo. (Godley’s translation) 

2. Plan of Naukratis (from Bowden 1996, 20) 
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3. Herodotus 2.112: 

τούτου δὲ ἐκδέξασθαι τὴν βασιληίην ἔλεγον ἄνδρα Μεμφίτην, τῷ κατὰ τὴν Ἑλλήνων γλῶσσαν οὔνομα Πρωτέα εἶναι: 

τοῦ νῦν τέμενος ἐστὶ ἐν Μέμφι κάρτα καλόν τε καὶ εὖ ἐσκευασμένον, τοῦ Ἡφαιστείου πρὸς νότον ἄνεμον κείμενον. [2] 

περιοικέουσι δὲ τὸ τέμενος τοῦτο Φοίνικες Τύριοι, καλέεται δὲ ὁ χῶρος οὗτος ὁ συνάπας Τυρίων στρατόπεδον. ἔστι δὲ 

ἐν τῷ τεμένεϊ τοῦ Πρωτέος ἱρὸν τὸ καλέεται ξείνης Ἀφροδίτης: συμβάλλομαι δὲ τοῦτο τὸ ἱρὸν εἶναι Ἑλένης τῆς 

Τυνδάρεω, καὶ τὸν λόγον ἀκηκοὼς ὡς διαιτήθη Ἑλένη παρὰ Πρωτέι, καὶ δὴ καὶ ὅτι ξείνης Ἀφροδίτης ἐπώνυμον ἐστί: 

ὅσα γὰρ ἄλλα Ἀφροδίτης ἱρά ἐστι, οὐδαμῶς ξείνης ἐπικαλέεται. 

Pheros was succeeded (they said) by a man of Memphis, whose name in the Greek tongue was Proteus. This Proteus has 

a very attractive and well-appointed temple precinct at Memphis, south of the temple of Hephaestus. [2] Around the 

precinct live Phoenicians of Tyre, and the whole place is called the Camp of the Tyrians. There is in the precinct of 

Proteus a temple called the temple of the Stranger Aphrodite; I guess this is a temple of Helen, daughter of Tyndarus, 

partly because I have heard the story of Helen's abiding with Proteus, and partly because it bears the name of the 

Foreign Aphrodite: for no other of Aphrodite's temples is called by that name. (Godley’s translation) 

Elephantine 
 

4. Illustration of the location of the Jewish temple in relation to the Egyptian section of the town (from Rosenberg 

2004, 9) 

 

  



Piraeus 
 

5. Plato, Rep. 1.327a 

Σωκράτης 

κατέβην χθὲς εἰς Πειραιᾶ μετὰ Γλαύκωνος τοῦ Ἀρίστωνος προσευξόμενός τε τῇ θεῷ καὶ ἅμα τὴν ἑορτὴν 

βουλόμενος θεάσασθαι τίνα τρόπον ποιήσουσιν ἅτε νῦν πρῶτον ἄγοντες. καλὴ μὲν οὖν μοι καὶ ἡ τῶν ἐπιχωρίων 

πομπὴ ἔδοξεν εἶναι, οὐ μέντοι ἧττον ἐφαίνετο πρέπειν ἣν οἱ Θρᾷκες ἔπεμπον. 

Socrates 

I went down yesterday to the Peiraeus with Glaucon, the son of Ariston, to pay my devotions to the Goddess, and 

also because I wished to see how they would conduct the festival since this was its inauguration. I thought the 

procession of the citizens very fine, but it was no better than the show, made by the marching of the Thracian 

contingent.  (Shorey’s translation) 

 

6. Inscription found in the Piraeus (IG II2 337+,  from Tod, p. 250; translation from Harding, p. 111)  
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