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Anatomy of an Inheritance (Dem. 27-28)

1. Dem. 27 Against Aphobos I

€meldn) 0’ 0UTog ToVE HEV gadwg eddTAg T
Nuéteg’ €duye undev dxyvwval megt
AVTOV, €lg O VUAC TOVG OVOEV TV
NueTéowv axoLBwg émotauévoug EAAvOey,
AVAYKN €0Tiv €V DUV T avToL
nelpaoBal Tv dikaiwv Tuyxavew. (27.1-2)

2.

TaAvTA Yoo Hafovteg akopag eloeoe, Oti
TOV MOTOT ETUTQOTEVOAVTWY OVIEVEG
avadéotepov 0VdE mepihavéatepov 1) o0TOoL
T Npétega dunomakaoty. (27.7-8)

3.

tav0’ Oy 110N €nwetfw kab' ékaotov.
TIOWTOV HEV OVV TTEQL TWV KALVOTIOLWYV, OUG
KaTéAme pev 6 mato, adaviCovat d ovToL
- Emdeléw DUV g Alav dvadwg katl
davepwg |’ amooteQovoty. (27.24)

4,

ETLd’ dxoBéotepov Eyvwt &v, el poL Tag
dnOnkag, &g 0 Mot KATéALTEVY, oDTOL
amodovval AN oav.... VOV 8’ &ATtatovvtog
Euov kataAelpOnvat pév opoAoyovoty,
avTac O oK amodaivovowy. TavTa O
TOLoVOL TO e AT00G 0L BovAduevol
Katadaveg momaoat TG ovolag To
kataAewpOév, 6 dimomaxaoctv ovtot. (27.40-
41)

5.

TS OVV AV TIc cadéotepov Emdeifele
TIAVTA DNETIAKOTA... YW HEV OVK 010’ OTwg
av tic cabéotepov emdeillerev. (27.47-48)

Since the defendant refused to let those who
know our business clearly make a decision
about these matters, and has come before
you, who know nothing accurately about our
business, I have to try to obtain justice from
him in your presence.

Once you've learned these things accurately,
you will know that no guardian has
plundered more shamefully or more entirely
manifestly than the defendants have
plundered our estate.

Now I will show you these things one by one.
First of all, about the bed-makers that my
father left when he died, and the defendants
made disappear,... I will show you how very
shamefully and manifestly they robbed me.

You would know even more accurately if
they were willing to hand over the will which
my father left behind.... But as it is, when I
ask for it, they admit that a will was left, but
they don’t report it. They do this because they
don’t want to make visible the size of the
property that was left, which they stole.

How could anyone show everything that has
been stolen more clearly?... I don’t know of
any way someone could show it more clearly.




6. Dem. 28 Against Aphobos I1

Aaf3€ d1) TG papTLEinG Kat avayvwo’
avTols maoag EpeEng, tva pvnobévteg katl
TV HEUAQTLONHEVWV KAL TV EQNHEVQYV
AKOPBETTEQOV YIYVWOKWOL TEQL AVTV.
(28.10)

7.

0 YaQ matno... CLYKAAEoAg TOVTOVG TOELS
ovtag, kat ovunapakadoduevos Ajpwva
TOV ADEAPOV, T CWOUAO MUV ElG TG
XEoag évéOnke mapakatadOnknv
ETMOVOUALWV..., EUE D& TAOL KOLVT) HETA TV
XONHATWV TAOAKATATIOEUEVOG... KAWL €ig
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Take the depositions and read them all in
order for them, so that, remembering both
what has been seen and what has been said,
they can know more accurately about these
things.

My father... after calling together these three
men, and seating his brother Demon right
next to them, placed our bodies into their
hands, calling us a deposit... he entrusted me
to all in common along with the money... and
he placed me on the defendant’s knees.

& ToVToUL YOovata tifeic. (28.15-16)

8.

pPonOnoat’ ovv futv, fondnoate, kol TOL
dkalov Kol VPOV avTV éveka KAl U@V
KAl TOU TIATEOG TOL TeTEAELTNKOTOC.
owoat’, éAenjoarte, émedn 1 ovTOL
OVYYEVELS OVTEC OUK NAENTaV. €lg DHAC
KATamePeVYAHEV. IKETEVW, AVTBOAQ TEOG
AWV, TTEOS YUVALKWV, OGS TWV OVTWV
ayaBav Ouiv. (28.20)

Help us, help, and for the sake of justice, for
your own sakes, for us, and for my dead
father. Save me, pity me, since those who are
my family members did not pity me. We have
come to you for refuge. I beg you, I entreat
you by your children, your wives, by all the
good things you have.

’
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