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“And the Shield Cried Out™:
Narrative and ekphrasis in the Pseudo-Hesiodic Aspis

1. Aspis 154-165 (ekphrasis)

v 6¢ Tpoin&ig te [Mukin&ig te TéTvKTO, 154
€&v 6 "Opadog te PoPog T’ Avdpoktacin te dedneL,
[év 6 "Epig, év 8¢ Kvdopog £00veov, £v 6 dror Knp
dAhov Lwov Exovca veovtatov, GALOV GovTov,

dAhov 1eBvndta Katd péBov Elke modoiv.

elpa & &y b’ duotct Sapovedv aipatt Eotdv,
dewvov deprouévn kKavayiioi e Befpuyvia.] 160
&v &’ dpiwv Kepalai devdV Ecav, o TL PATELDV,
dmdeka, tai poPéeckov €mi xOovi pOL™ avOpdT®V,
[oTtveg dvTifiny molepov Aldg vit @épotev:]

TV Kol 63OVTImV udv Keveyt mélev, eDTe POLTO
Apprrpvoviddnc.t

2. Aspis 216-237 (ekphrasis)

gv 8" v ukopov Aovémg tékoc, inmota Ilepoeie,

oVt Gp’ Emyodav chikeog mooiv 000’ Ekag avtod,
Badpo péya ppaoocact’, émel ovSaUT] EoThpiKTO.

TOG Yap v moAdpong tedéev KALTOG Appryvnelg
ypOGEOV: AUl 8 mooaiv Exev Trepdevta TESA. 220
OUOIGY 8¢ v Al HEAGVSETOV Gop EKELTO

YOAKEOD €K TEAaUDVOG: § & Mg te vonu' €motdto:

O0TOG 8¢ omevdOVTL Kol EPPiyoVTL E0IKMG

[epoedg Aavaiong trtaivero. tai 6& PHeET avTov
Topydveg dmdntoi t€ Kol 0O patal EpPHovVTo 230
iéuevor paméety. éml 08 YAmpol AdAUOVTOC
Bawvovcéwv iayeoke clkog peydi® opvpaydod

0&éa kal Myémg: €mi 0& {mvnot dpdrovte

d010 ATNOPEIVT’ EMKVPTMOVTE KAPTVAL. 234
Ayualov & Gpa. td ye: uével 8° €xbpoaccov 00OVTaS
Gyplo depKOUEVD. €Tl O€ devoiot Kapnvolg

Topyeioig édoveito péyag ®oPoc.

And on it Pursuit and Rout were made,

and on it Battle-Din and Murder and Man-killing blazed forth,

[and on it Strife, and Uproar, and destructive Fate darted along,

and she, holding one man living, recently wounded, another unwounded,
and dragged another who had died by his feet throughout the battle-din;
and she wore a cloak about her shoulders, dark with the blood of men,
looking terribly and chomping greedily with gnashing teeth.]

And on it were the heads of terrible snakes, unspeakable,

twelve of them, who were terrifying the race of men upon the earth
[whoever should bring battle against the son of Zeus.]

There arose a gnashing of their teeth, whenever he would fight,

the son of Amphitryon.?

And on it was the child of fair-haired Danae, the horseman Perseus,
he neither touching the shield lightly with his feet or far from it,

a great marvel to be shown, since in no place did he have sure footing.
For thus famous Hephaestus had made him with his hands,

golden; and about his feet were winged sandals.

And about him on his shoulders like a sword bounded in black

from bronze straps; and he flew just like thought;

He himself just like one hastening and shuddering,
Perseus the son of Danae, stretched forth; but after him
the Gorgons, great and unspeakable, rushed

eager to seize him; with them treading upon the pale
adamant, the shield cried out with a great din,

shrilly and clearly; and upon the belts two serpents

hung down suspended, bending their heads forward;

they flicked their tongues, gnashing their teeth with force,
looking fiercely; above their terrible heads

great Fear drove about the Gorgons.

Lév & "Epig &v 8& Kvdopodg duideov, &v & dror Knjp, | 8AAhov {modv Exovca veodtatov, GAlov dovtov, | SAlov
160V dTO KaTd podov Ehke modotv: | elpa 8 &y aue’ duotot dagotvedv aipott potdv (lliad 18.535-538).

2 All translations are mine.



3. Aspis 305-311 (ekphrasis)

7ap & avTolg inmieg Eyov mOvov, aupl o” aébim 305
dMpwv Exov kai poybov. vmiexémv & €mi dippov
nvioyot BePadtec Epiecav mréag immovg

PUTA YOACIVOVTEC, TO O EMKPOTEOVTA TETOVTO
Gppota koAevT’, €mi 8¢ TAfjuvar péy” avTevy.

ol p&v 8p” &idov elyov méVoV 0VdE mOTéE GOtV 310
vikn &nnvocdn, GAL" Biprrov eiyov dedrov.

4. Aspis 374-382 (Battle-Narrative)

Mg O 0T A’ VYMATC KopLETIS Opeog peydAolo

néTpal Amofpmokmoty, En’ AAANANG 0¢ Téowat, 375
moAAad 8¢ dpUc Vyikopot, modhai 08 1€ mebKOL

alyepoi te Tavdpprlot PyvuvToL VT AOTEDV

pinea KuAvoouEvav, lmg tediovd’ dpikmvral,

MG 01 &m° AAAMAOIGL TECOV PEY KEKATYOVTEG.

naca 6& Mupdovav 1€ oA kKAettn T TamAkog 380
Apvn T No0° ‘EAikn AvOeld te momecoa

POVi] VT’ apeotépov peyar’ ioyov.

5. Aspis 386-392 (Battle-Narrative)

olog & &v Poomng Bpeog yahemdg Tpoidéchan
KATPOG. ..

Occe 8¢ ol moupl AoumeTomVTL EIKTOV, 390
o0p0ag 0’ &v Aooui| ppiccser Tpiyog dpei e deprjv:
1@ Tkehog A10¢ v10g ao’ itreiov H6pe dippov.

6. Aspis 168-171 (ekphrasis)

€v 08 cLAV Ayélatl YAOUVOV EGaV 10E AEOVTOV

£G 000G 0EPKOUEVMVY, KOTEOVTOV O lepévav Te.

TAV Kol OANdOV oTiyeg Hioav: 0vdE Vo T e 170
000£TEPOL TPEETNV: PPIGGOV YE pév adyévas dpeo.

And by them the horsemen had their labor, for the prize

they had strife and toil. The charioteers, established upon

the well-woven chariots, sent forth their swift horses,

loosening the reins, the close-joined chariots flew,

rattling as they went, and the naves of the wheels sounded out greatly.
They kept this everlasting toil, nor would victory ever be achieved for
them, but they had a contest that could never be judged.

Just as when rocks break off from a high peak

of a great mountain, they fall upon one another,

and many towering oaks, and many pines,

and poplars with outstretching roots are broken by them

as they roll along quickly, until they come to the plain,
thus they fell upon one another shouting greatly.

And the whole city of the Myrmidons and renowned loclus
and Arna and Helice and grassy Antheia

sounded out greatly from both their voices.

Just as it is difficult to see a wild boar in the glens

of a mountain...

his two eyes just like shining fire,

and he bristled in his hairs, straight on his ridge and about his back:
just like it the son of Zeus leapt down from the horse-chariot.

And on it were companies of gold boars and lions

looking at them, angry and eager.

And rows of these were going in groups: nor indeed

did either one flee from fear: but they bristled about their necks.



7. Structure of the Aspis’ Battle Narrative

1.

8.
9.

10.
11.
12.

13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.

19.

320-324: Battle Action — Heracles mounts chariot: gikelog doteponi] matpog Aog aiyidyoto (“just
like the lightning of aegis-bearing Zeus, his father,” 322)

325-340: Interruption — Athena’s Speech

340-348: Battle Action — Rush towards one another: nepiotoviynoe 8¢ yoia (“and the earth groaned
all around,” 344); ikelot wopi Mg BvEAAT (“like fire or a storm,” 345); 1@V inmot...0&elo ypéucay,
nepl 8¢ ooy dyvoto Ny® (“their horses neighed sharply, and the echo spread around them,” 347-8)
349-368: Interruption — Herakles” Speech

369-373: Battle Action — Dismount and run on foot: T@v 6" Hmo cevopévev kaviyile noéc™ evpeia
x0dv (“the broad earth rings out from their feet as they hastened,” 373)

374-383: Interruption — Simile 1: Boulders down a mountain

383-385: Battle Action — Zeus’ sign for battle: péya 6™ &xtome pntieta Zevg (“and wise Zeus crashed
greatly,” 383)

386-391: Interruption — Simile 2: Boars

392: Battle Action — Herakles Dismounts

393-400: Interruption — Season of battle

401: Battle Action — “they fought during that season, and much din (6pvparyd6g) arose”

402-412: Interruption — Simile 3 (and 4): Lions (and Vultures): dewvn 6¢ 6@’ ioyn apoafog 0 dpa
yiyvet’ 606vtav (“and a terrible shout comes about together with the gnashing of their teeth,” 404)
413-420: Battle Action — Death of Kyknos

421-423: Interruption — Simile (5): pine tree falling : &g &pun’: duel 8¢ ol Ppdye tevyea mOKiA
york® (“thus he [Kyknos] fell; his arms, varied with bronze, clashed about him,” 423)

424-425: Battle Action — Herakles on lookout for Ares

426-433: Interruption — Simile (6): Lion on the prowl

434-436: Battle Action — Ares appears and they rush towards one another

437-442: Interruption — Simile (7): Boulder down a mountain: fj 8¢ te N7 | £pyeton éupepavio (“and
it went with an echo in haste,” 438-439)

443-480: Battle Action — Final stand-off and conclusion
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Words for Sound in the Aspis®:

Sound Word A. Opening B. Ekphrasis C. Similes/Battle
1-143 144-320 320-480

aeidw 394

GAOANTOC 382

apeoapoPém 64

G.o1n 205, 282

dpaféw/ dpafog 249 404

absh 278 396

ditéw/diTn 309 346, 433, 459

Bodw 243

Bpoyelv 423

YEAQ® 283

dpung 261

EMIKPOTE®D 308

g 393

Nnd® 316

Hyd/ iy 279 348, 438

layéw/ioyh 232 382, 404, 436, 441, 451

rovoyi{w/ kovoyn 160, 164 373

KiBapilm 202

KAalw 99 379, 406, 412, 442

KAE® 341

Ktuméw/ KTHmog 61, 98 383

Kvoodg 156

AaBipBoyyog 131

UEATI® 206

Myvpog 278

Mydg 206, 234

LOCTLYO® 389

ué6oc 158

6&hg 232,243 348

Ouadog 155, 257

OpoKAN 341

OpoUaYIOS 232 401

TEPLOTEVAYED 344

VUEVOLOG 274

pvromig 23,114 200

OOV 382

ypepetilo 348

Total 7 28 30

3 Words for sound occur 12 times in the description of Achilles’ shield (lliad, 18.483-608); 6 of which are in the

context of music (not counting the words for the instruments by themselves), another 5 for the sounds of animals,
and 1 for the sound of a river. | do not count the speech actions during the quarrel scene, nor the disputed section
(535-538).



