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Xenophon on the Thirty

Five of Xenophon's Political Principles: (1) the Rule of Law, (2) the Rule of Virtue, (3) the Common Good,

(4) Willing Obedience, (5) Open Debate.

Xen. Mem. 1.2.32: Baupootov ol Sokoin iva, €l Tig
YEVOUEVOG BOoGV AyEANG VOUEUC Kal Tag Bolic EAdtToug
Te Kal xelpoug molv U opoAoyoln kakog Boukolog
glvay, €Tt 8¢ Baupaoctdtepoy, £l TIG TPOOTATNC
YEVOUEVOG TIOAEWC Kal TtoLdV Tou¢ TtoAitag EAdTTouc Te
kal xelpouc i aioxvvetal und’ oletat KaKoC glvat
TPOOTATNC TAG TOAEWC.

Xen. Mem. 4.6.12: Baotheiav 8¢ kal tupavviba apyxac
HEV ApdOTEPAC fyeTto elvay, Stadépely 6& AAAAWY
E€VOULE. TNV HEV VAP EKOVTWV TE TOV AvOpwnwv Kal
KaTA vOpoUG TV MOAewv dpxnv BaotAeiav nyeito, Tnv
O& AKOVTWV TE Kal Ui KATA VOUOUG, AAN" OTwg 6 dpXwv
BouUAotto, Tupavvida. kal Oou HEV €K TV T VOULLA
£mrehoUVTWY al dpxail kabiotavrtal, TalTnV HEV TRV
noAtteiav dprlotokpatiav EvopLlev sivat, dmou &' ék
TLUNUATWY, MAouTokpatiav, Omou & €k maviwy,
Snuokpartiav.

Xen. Mem. 4.2.9: dpyUplov kal xpuoiov oudev
BeAtioug molelv Tolg avBpwroug, Tag € TV cod®dV
AvEp@V yvwpag ApeTi TMAOUTI(ELV TOUG KEKTNUEVOUC.

Xen. Hell. 2.3.11: aipebévtec 8¢ éd’ Wte ouyypdpal
vOpoug, kad’ oboTvag MoALTEUOOLVTO, TOUTOUC LEV Al
£uelhov ouyypadelv te Kal anodeikvuval, Boulny 6&
Kal Tag aMag apxAc katéotnoav we £60KEL aUTOol.

Xen. Hell. 2.3.13: £mel 6£ Apavto BoulsleoBat 6Twg
av é€ein aUTtolic T moAel xpficOat 6mwg BouAowro, £k
ToUToU MP®TOV peV e avTeC i¢ Aakedaipova...

Xen. Hell. 1.7.12: 10 8¢ mAfiBocg £Boa Sewvov eivat el A
TIG £&0eL TOV Sfjpov mpattewy 6 Gv BoUAntad.

Xen. Hell. 2.3.13-14: ..néudavreg eic Aakedaipova
Aloxivnv te kal AplototéAny éneloav AUcavdpov
dpoupolc odiot cupmpdlal ENOETY, Ewg 61 TOUC
ovnpoUg KOS WV TTOLNCAUEVOL KATOOTHONLVTO TAV
ToAteiav: Bpédetv 8¢ altol Umoxvolvto. 6 &€
nieloBeic Tou¢ e ppoupol¢ kai KaAAiBlov apuoothv
ouvenpatev autolg nepdOival.

It would be strange if someone who had become overseer of
a herd of cattle and then made his cows fewer and worse
were not admitted to be a bad cowherd. But it would be
even stranger if someone who had become the prostatés
(“chief statesman”) of a city and then made the citizens
fewer and worse were not ashamed and not thought to be a
bad prostatés.

He [Socrates] considered kingship and tyranny both to be
constitutional types, although he believed they could be
distinguished, since kingship is rule over willing men
according to laws and tyranny is rule over unwilling subjects
not according to laws, but however the ruler wants. And
wherever political offices are allotted from those who fulfill
legal requirements, he considered this constitution
aristocracy; and wherever office-holding is based on
property assessments, plutocracy; and wherever office-
holding is open to all, democracy.

Gold and silver do not make men better; those who hold to
the opinions of the wise are wealthy in regard to virtue.

Being elected for the purpose of drafting the laws by which
the Athenians would order their state, they [the Thirty] kept
delaying the drafting and publication but rather established
a council and other offices as seemed best to them.

Once they began to deliberate about how they could rule
the city however they might want, first they sent to
Sparta...

The majority was shouting that it would be awful if someone
prevented the people from doing whatever it should want.

...They sent Aeschines and Aristotle to Sparta and persuaded
Lysander to obtain a garrison for them, who would remain
[in Athens] until they [the Thirty] had gotten rid of the
“wicked” and established their regime. They promised to
pay the expenses themselves. Lysander complied and had a
garrison sent to them, with Kallibius as harmost.
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Xen. Hell. 2.3.14: cuveAdupovov oUKETL TOUG
movnpoug te Kal 0Alyou aglouc, GAN f1dn ol évoullov
AKLoTa Pev mapwBoupévoug avéxeobal.

Xen. Hell. 2.3.15-16: 0 6& Onpopévng AVTEKOTTE,
AEywv OTL OUK £ik0OG £ln Bavatolyv, €l TI¢ ETIUATO UTTO
10U 8rjpou, Toug 6¢ kaAoug KayaBoUg undEv Kakov
eipyaleto... 6 8¢ (EtLyap oikelwg éxpfito T®
Onpapével) avtéleyey OTL oUK Eyxwpoln Tolg
nAeoveKTELV BouAopévolg L) oUk €kmodwv moleloBat
ToUC LKOVWTATOUC SLAKWAVELY.

Xen. Hell. 2.3.17-19: ndAw £heyev 6 Onpopévng OTL el
UH TLC KoWwvoUcE ikavoug AfoLto TV mpayudtwy,
aduvatov €oolto TV OAyapxiav Slapévely. £k ToUTOU
pévrol Kpttiog kat ot GAAoL Tplakovta, 6N
doPoupevol Kal oUy NKLOTA TOV Onpapévny, 1N
ouppuEinoav PoOG aUTOV ol ToATTal, KATAAEYoUaL
TpLoxthioug toug pebé€ovtog & TV mpaypdtwy: 6 &
al Onpapévne Kal mpog tadta EAeyev STt dtomov
Sokoin €auT® Ve elvoL TO TPMTOV HEV BOUAOMEVOUC
ToUG BEATioTOUC TV TTOALTOV KOWVWVOUC TtotjoacBolt
TPLo)IAioug, WoTEp TOV ApLlOUOV Tolitov EXovTa Tva
Gvdyknv KahoUc Kai dyaBouc eivat...op& éywye Vo
AUAC TA évavTiwTtata tpdtroviag, Blaiav te thv dpxnv
Kal ATtova TWv ApXoUEVwY Kataokeualopévouc.”

. Xen. Hell. 2.3.20-21: oi &’ £€€taoLv mMoLoavVTeG TV

HEV TPLoXALWYV &V T ayopd, tiv & E€w Tol katahdyou
AWV AAAoxo, Emetta KEAEVOAVTEC £TTL TA OTAQL, &V ()
gkelvol ameAnAuBecav mépdavreg tolg dpoupolG Kal
TOV TOALT@V TOUG OpoyvVWHovVaC alTolg TA OAQ
TAVTWY ARV TV TPLoXALwY Ttapeilovto, Kal
avakopicavteg tadta £i¢ TAV AkpOmMoALY cuvEBnKav év
O va®. TouTwy 6& yevouévwy, wg £E0v \dN ToLelv
aUTolG 6 Tt BoUAowvto, MoANOUC pev £xBpag Eveka
QIEKTELVOV, TTOANOUC &€ XpnUATWV.

Xen. Hell. 2.3.22-23: “AN\’ o0 S0okel poL,” £dn, “KoAov
glval paokovtac BEATIOTOUG £lval ASKWTEPO TRV
oUKoPAVTHV TIOLETV. EKETVOL L€V Yap Ttap’ MV XprAHATA
AapBavotev Lijv elwv, NUeTG 6€ dmoktevolpev pndev
adkolvrag, va xpripota Aappavwpeyv; g ol tadta
O Tavtl ékelvwv adkwtepa;” ol 6’ éumodwy
vopiZovteg alToV elval T¢) Totelv & Tt BovAowrto,
£mBouietovov alTQ.

Xen. Hell. 2.3.55: 6 6& Onpapévng Womnep €ikodg Kal
BeoU¢ énekaleito kal avOpwroug kabopdv ta
ylyvoueva. ) 6& BouArn Rouxiav sixev.

They now no longer arrested the wicked and those of little
account but whomever they thought was least likely to put
up with being pushed around.

But Theramenes opposed him, saying that it did not make
sense to put to death a man simply because he had been
honored by the demos but had not wronged the noble
citizens... But Critias (who was still friendly with
Theramenes) responded that it would be impossible for
those who desired to take more not to get rid of those who
were most able to stand in the way.

Again Theramenes said, “If one does not associate a
sufficient number of citizens with the government, it will be
impossible for the oligarchy to stand.” Then, however,
Critias and the rest of the Thirty, since they had begun to
fear that Theramanes would attract a following among the
citizens, enrolled three thousand who would share in the
government. But Theramenes spoke against this as well, “It
would be strange, | believe, for those who want to associate
the best men with the government to enroll three thousand,
as though this number were by necessity coextensive with
the noble citizens... | see us doing two contradictory things:
establishing our rule by force and making it weaker than
those who are ruled.”

And they held a review, with the Three Thousand in the
agora and everyone else in another place. Then they
ordered them to pile arms and, after they had left, the
Thirty sent in the Spartan garrison along with citizens loyal
to themselves to seize the arms of all except the Three
Thousand. They carried these onto the acropolis and stored
them in the temple. After this had been done, as it was now
possible for them to do whatever they wanted, they killed
many on the basis of private enmity, and many others for
money.

“It seems to me,” he said, “that those who claim to be the
‘best’ are now acting more unjustly than the sycophants!
The latter would settle for a bribe and allow their victims to
live, but we are murdering men who have done nothing
wrong, so that we can take their money. Isn’t this entirely
more unjust than the sycophants were?” But they, seeing
that he was an obstacle to their doing whatever they
wanted, began to plot against him.

Theramenes, as one would expect, was calling on gods and
men to witness what was happening. But the council kept
silence.



