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Polysomatic Allusion in Stesichorus’ Death of Geryon

Some relevant terms:!

* tenor: “the literal object under consideration”

* vehicle: “the thing to which the metaphor suggests some comparison”

* ground: “what the tenor and vehicle share in common”

I. Stesichorus, Geryoneis fr. 19, 30-47:*

............ Jwv otvye[p]od
Bavdatot]o télog
Klep[al]au mépt [...] Exwv, mepopv—
ylpévog afpartft ...... Ju Te xohdu,
OAeadvopog aiohode[ip]ov
600vatoy'Ydpag- oyt 8 6y’ ém-
KAOTIAd v EVEPELOE HETWTIWL:
S 8 Eoyloe odpka [kai] o[oT]éa Sai—
povog afoat:
S 8" avtikpL ox€Bev oi[o]Tog ém’ &-
KPOTATOV KOPLPAYV,
éuiouve & dp’ alpatt mop@[vpéwt
Bwpaxd te kol PpotoevT[a péAea
améxAve 8 dp” avxéva Fap[vovag
¢mkdpolov, wg oka pla]kw(v
dte kataoxOvoto™ amahov [Sépag
aiy’ anod evAAa Padoioa. ..

II. Homer, Iliad 8.300-308:

3

1| pa kai AoV dioTOV Ao vevpiipty Toddev
‘Extopog avtikpv, Bakéewv O¢ € feto Bupog:

English translation:’

[the arrow of Herakles,] hateful

death’s finality
held around [its] head, sullied
with blood [...... ] and bile,

in the throes of the man-slaying,
nimble-necked Hydra—in silence

it snuck its way into his brow

through skin [and] bone cleaved

by divine decree—

the arrow held its course straight through

to his head’s peak,
and stained with blood of purple
his chest and gore-steeped limbs;

and so gives way the neck of Geryon,

aslant, as when a poppy

as if to shame its own soft [body]

at once shedding its petals off...

English translation:

So another arrow from his bow he let fly

against Hector, and his heart aimed to hit him—

Kal ToD pév p’ apdapapd’, 6 §° duduova l'opyvbiwva and missed. He hit instead blameless Gorgythion,
viov ébv Ilplapoto kata otibog Padev id, Priam's good son, through the chest with an arrow,

Tov p’ ¢E AiovunBev dmutopévn téke pnnp
koAt Kaotidverpa dépag éikvia Oefjot.

Hkwv 8” w¢ £Tépwoe kapn Pakev, i T évi kAW

kapn® PpOopévn votinot te eiaptvijoy,
®g £Tépwo’ fiuvoe kapn TMANKL fapvvOev.

! Garner 1990, 4-7.

born from a mother married off from Aisyme,
lovely Kastianeira, alike in body to gods—

a poppy, when it casts its head aside, or in a garden
and laden with fruit and springtime rainfall:

just so, he bowed his head aside, heavy with his helmet.

*Stesichorus text from Davies & Finglass 2014, adapted slightly for readability.

’Translations are my own.
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III. Vergil, Aeneid 9.431-437: English translation:

...viribus ensis adactus ...driven with force, the sword
transabiit costas et candida pectora rumpit. penetrated his ribs and broke his unblemished chest.
Volvitur Euryalus leto, pulchrosque per artus Euryalus is spun in death, and over pretty limbs
it cruor, inque umeros cervix conlapsa recumbit: ~ goes blood, and on his shoulders a neck, collapsed, reclines:
purpureus veluti cum flos succisus aratro purple, just like when a flower, cut down by a plow,
languescit moriens lassove papavera collo languishes in death or when poppies on a tired neck
demisere caput, pluvia cum forte gravantur. let fall their head, burdened with chance rain.
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