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Khaos, Broken Plows, and Discontinuity in Hesiod

(a) &ppevos in Works and Days
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(b) Plow construction, Op. 427-434
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(c) Cut/approach
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(d) Chaos on the horizon, Th. 807-814
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There is much bent firewood; bring a gués, whenever you find it
to your home, seeking it in the mountains or in the fields, one
made of holm-oak; for it is the strongest for plowing with oxen,
whenever a craftsman has planted it in the stock with pegs,
drawing it close, and fits it to the pole.

Keep two plows, working in your home,

autoguon and pékton, since it is better this way.

If you break one, you may put the other on the oxen.

from West 1978: 266.
Yovs “tree”

g\upa “stock”
totoPoelg “pole”

There are the springs and limits of everything in a row
of murky earth and misty Tartarus,

and of the barren sea and of starry heaven,

woeful and moldy, things which the gods detest.

There are the gleaming gates and the bronze threshold
fitted unshakably to continuous roots,

self-grown: outside of these, apart from all the gods,
dwell the Titans, beyond dusky chaos.



(e) Th. 700-3
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