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Amicus ex Machina: The Figure of Herakles in Philoktetes
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5. Herakles. 1409-1417
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Never, Never, know that for certain, not if the fire-
bearing lord of the lightning comes to consume me
in the blaze of his thunder!

I am glad to hear you praise my father and myself;
but hear of the favor which | am asking of you!
The fortunes given them by the gods men are
obliged to bear; but those who are the prey of
damage that is self-inflicted it is wrong that any
should be sorry for or pity!

And know that you will never have respite from
grievous sickness, so long as the sun rises in one
quarter and sets again in another, before you come
of your own will to the land of Troy, and meeting
the sons of Asclepius that are with us you are
relieved of this malady, and with this bow and
with me you are revealed as the conqueror of the
towers.

O hateful life, why do you still keep me alive
above the ground, and have not let me depart to
Hades? Alas, what am | to do? How am | to
disbelieve the words of this man, who gave me
advice for my own good? But am | to give in?
Then how can I come into men’s sight, unhappy
one, after doing this? Who will speak to me?

Not yet, before you have listened to my
commands, son of Poeas; and say that your ears
hear and your eyes view the form of Heracles. For
your sake | have come, leaving my home in
heaven, to tell you of the plans of Zeus, and to
restrain you from the voyage on which you are
embarking. Do you listen to my words!
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You shall go with this man to the city of Troy and
first be cured of your grim sickness. And you shall
be judged first of the army in valor, by means of
my bow depriving of life Paris who was the cause
of these troubles, and taking Troy, and bringing
the spoils to your abode, after receiving the
greatest prize of the army, for your father Poeas to
the topmost plain of Oeta, your native place. The
spoils you receive from this expedition you must
bring to my pyre as a memorial of my bow. And
to you | give the same counsel, son of Achilles; for
you have not the strength to conquer the land of
Troy without him, neither has he without you; but
guard each other like two companion lions! And
I will send Asclepius to Ilium to put an end to your
disease. For it is fated to be taken once again by
the aid of my bow. But remember when you
conquer the land to show reverence to the gods, for
all things come after this in the mind of Zeus my
father.

O you who have brought to me a voice | longed for,
you who have appeared at last, | will not disobey
your orders!

All Greek text and translations from Harvard Loeb, edited and translated by Hugh Lloyd Jones, unless
otherwise indicated. (Italicized text is my translation.)
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