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Olympian 12 and the Politics of Athletic Victory (CAMWS | Section H | 5 April 2019)

1. Olympian 12 (trans. adapted from Race)

Aloocopal, Tai Znvods ‘EAeubepiou,
Tuépav eUpucbeve’ aupimodel, ocdteipa Tuxa.
TV yap év TovTe KuPepvddvTal Boal
Va&es, £V XEPOow Te Aauynpoli TéAepol
5 ka&yopai Boulagdpol. ai ye utv avdpdov
TOAN” &y, Ta 8’ ad K&ATw
6a \YeUdN HETaUVIA Tauvoloal KUAivSovT’ eATiSes:

oUpBoAov 8’ ol ed Tis émixBovicov
TOTOV aupl TPpagios écoopévas eUpev BedBev.
TGV 8¢ peAASVTWY TeTUPAcovTal ppadai:

10 ToAA& & &vBpcoTrols Tapd yvcouav Emecey.
gumaAv ptv Tépyios, oi &’ dviapais
avtikUpoavTes LaAais

I beseech you, son of Eleutherian Zeus,
Savior Fortune,

tend to mighty Himera.

For you govern swift ships in the sea,

and on land both quick wars and assemblies
that give counsel.

But the hopes of men often move up and
then again downwards, as they cut through
useless falsehoods.

And not yet has any mortal man found a
clear sign of things-to-come, delivered from
god:

understanding of future events is dim. Thus,

12a ¢0AOV BabU TMuaTos €V HIKpG Teddpenpyav Xxpove. for men, many things turn out contrary to

vit¢ ®iA&vopos, fjTol kai Ted Kev
gvdoudxas 4T’ dAékTwop ouyydvw Tap’ toTia
15 akAens Tipnd (v kaTepuAlopdnoe) Todddv,

their thinking; at once to the reverse of their
delight, but then again, some who
encounter dire storms exchange a pain for a
good in no time.

el un otaols avTiavelpa Kvwoias o” &Guepoe matpas.

viv & ‘OAuuTria 0TEPAVWOAUEVOS

kai dis ek TTubB&vos lobBuol T°, EpydTeAes,

Bepuc Nuppav Aoutpa Paoctdlels oui-
Aécov Trap’ oikelais apoupais.

2. Eumenides 861-863
uNT’, EEeAoUo’ cos kapdiav aAekTdpcov,

v Tois adoTolow idpuons Apn
ELPUAIOY Te kai TTPds dAANAous Bpaciv

3. Scholia to Aes. Eum. 861-863

HéxIHoV Yap TO Spveov, TV Te EAAwvY Ldwov T
OUYYEeVEs aidoupéveov, HOVos oU peideTal.

Son of Philanor, indeed your honour would
have shed without fame from your feet,
like a rooster who fights indoors beside his
familial hearth,

if man-contending stasis had not deprived
you of your homeland of Knossos.

And now crowned at Olympia and twice
from Pytho and the Isthmos, Ergoteles, you
touch the warm baths of the Nymphs, since
you live there by your rightful lands.

Nor, as if taking the heart of roosters,
establish amidst your fellow citizens a
homegrown war and insolence against
each other.

For this bird is quarrelsome, and
alone of all the other animals,
which respect their kin, it has no
consideration for them
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