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“THAT’S WHAT IT’S ALL ABOUT”: ABSTRACT TOPICS IN THUCYDIDES
An (over)simplified model of Greek word order:
Topic (given information as orientation point) — Focus (new, salient information) — Verb
A pragmatic account of hyperbaton:
KaTéALTE TOAG Xprjpata
[TOAAA ] Focus KOTEMTEE  Xpripata (And. 1.119)

[ANKIBLAONG O&]topic OVK E@n Xpfjvar Tooavtn Ovvdpel €kmhedoavrag aioxpdg Kai
anpaxtovg aneleiv (Th. 6.48.1)

But Alcibiades said that, after sailing out with so great a force, they ought not to return
home shamefully without accomplishing anything

[0TpovBOV 8] ropic [008€IG]Focus ENAPeV (X. An. 1.5.3)
But no one caught an ostrich / As for an ostrich, no one caught one (Cf. Mati¢ 2003: 574)

146 T€ 00V TPoaPolag NOTPeTiCovTo Kai M wG EvSLETpiyay xpdvov ept adThv. [aitiav te
OVK EAaX(oTNV]ropic [ApXIOapo]rocus ENaPev am’ avTod (Th. 2.18.2-3)

So they prepared their attack and whiled away their time aimlessly around [Oenoe]. And
Archidamus got no small amount of blame because of it / As for the blame, which wasn’t
at all small, it’s Archidamus who got it

[1 6& ebvola]ropic [TaAPA TOAD ] Focus €MMOlEL TOV AVOpDOTIWY PEANOV £G TOVG Aakedalpoviovg
(Th. 2.8.4)
And the good will of men was acting far more in the favor of the Spartans

[Oev 8¢ @OPog fj avOpDdTWV VOUOG] topic [0VO€IG]Focus ATteTpye (Th. 2.53.4)
But as for fear of the gods or law of humankind, there was none that acted as a restraint

[tV pev yap dAnBeotdtnv mpoé@acty, apaveotdtny 6& AOyw, ] ropic/theme TOUG ABnvaiovg
yodpat peydhovg yryvopévoug kai ¢opov mapéxovtag toig Aakedatpoviolg dvaykdoat €G
10 mohepeiv (Th. 1.23.6)

For the cause that was truest, but least expressed in speech—I think that the Athenians, by
becoming great and instilling fear in the Spartans, forced them to war
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