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Theocritean Aphrodite(s)

Theocritus AP 6.340 = HE 2

Callimachus, Iambus 10 fr. 200a Pfeiffer +
Diegesis VIII 42-1X
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This is not Aphrodite of the People; when you
pray to the goddess, you should address her as
Heavenly. She was set up here by the chaste
Chrysogona in the house of Amphicles, with
whom she shared her children and her life. By
making first sacrifices to you, Lady, they
flourished more each year. Mortals do better
when they have care for the gods.

(Translations of Theocritus: Hopkinson,
Loeb)
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All Aphrodites — for the goddess is not one —
surpasses in prudence the one from Castnion because
she is the only one who allows the sacrifice of swine.
Diegesis:

At Aspendos in Pamphylia a boar is sacrificed to
Aphrodite Castnia for the following reason: as he was
going to a hunt, Mopsus, the leader of the
Pamphylians, wowed to sacrifice to her whatever he
first caught if he were lucky and so, having caught a
boar, he fulfilled the vow. From then to this day the
Pamphylians still do this: If the goddess had not been
pleased with it, Mopsus would not have caught it. He
also praises the Eretrian Artemis because she does not
reject any offering.

2. Plato, Symp. 180e-181d, tr. Christopher Rowe, modified
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How are the goddesses not two? One is older, motherless daughter of Heaven, the one to whom we in fact give the name Heavenly, the other, younger one is daughter of Zeus and Dione, the one we call Common (...) The
Love who belongs to Common Aphrodite is truly common, and carries through with anything that happens to come his way; and this is the love that inferior people experience. In the first place people like this love women
no less than boys; secondly, they love those they are in love with for their bodies rather than their souls; and thirdly, they fall in love with people who are the least intelligent possible: they have their eye simply on
achieving what they want, not caring whether the way in which they get it is fine or not, and it is from this that it comes about that they do whatever comes their way — whether good or the opposite, it’s all the same to them.
This is because their Love in fact comes from the goddess who not only is much younger than the other, but by reason of her birth shares in both the female and the male.

The love that belongs to Heavenly Aphrodite, by contrast, in the first place belongs to the goddess who does not share in the female but only in the male, and this love is accordingly the love of boys; secondly he belongs to
one who is older, with no portion of lawlessness, and it is for this reason that those whose inspiration comes from this Love turn their attention to the male, feeling the attraction for what is by nature stronger and has a
greater degree of intelligence. (...) I think that those who begin to love [them: sc. older youths] from that [age] are ready to be with them for their whole lives, and to live a shared life in their companyj not to deceive them,
having taken them when they had the foolishness of the young, abandoning them with a contemptuous laugh and running of to someone else.

3. Pandemos Aphrodite in Theocritus: inferior, fickle, a disease in need of paguaxov

Id. 2: Simaetha and Delphis Id. 7 Ageanax and Lycidas Id. 11 Polyphemus’ love for Galatea

Id. 30 An unnamed sufferer converses with his soul
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4.

Ourania Aphrodite in Theocritus: Queenly, Egyptian, beneficial & god-maker

Id. 17 Encomium of Ptolemy Philadelphus

Id. 18 Epithalamium of Helen

Id. 10 The reaper Bucaeus has high aspirations
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As for renowned Berenice — how she stood out among women of
good sense, a great asset to her parents! The revered daughter of
Dione, the Cyprian goddess, pressed her slender hands upon
Berenice’s fragrant breast. For that reason, it is said, no woman has
ever pleased her husband so much as Ptolemy loved his wife; and
indeed she loved him far more deeply in return. When a loving
husband sleeps with a loving wife in this way, he can with confidence
hand on his whole estate to his children, but a woman without
affection is constantly thinking of another man and gives birth easily
to children who bear no resemblance to their father. Aphrodite, queen
of goddesses, first in beauty, you cared for this woman, and it was
due to you that the lovely Berenice did not cross over Acheron, the
river of lamentation: you snatched her up before she came to the
black boat and its ever-grim ferryman, placed her in your temple
and granted her a share in your own honors. Kind to all mortals,
she inspires gentle passions, and the cares that she bestows on a
yearning lower are light ones.

(35)
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May Leto — that good mother Leto — grant to you both fine children, Cypris,
the goddess Cypris — mutual love, and Zeus — Zeus the son of Cronus —
endless prosperity, and that it may pass again from noble fathers to noble
sons.
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If only I had as much as they say Croesus once owned: we should both be
set up as golden statues to Aphrodite, you holding your pipes and a rose or
an apple, and I with new clothes and with new Amyclean shoes on both
feet. Charming Bombyca, your feet are like knucklebones, your voice is
like nightshade; and as for your character, I haven’t the power to describe
it.




5. Pandemos vs Ourania

Id.1

Id. 15
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Cypris came too, laughing with delight,
laughing inwardly and nursing heavy anger, and
she said, “Daphnis, you boasted that you would
get the better of Love, but has cruel Love not
got the better of you?”

Begin, Muses, begin again the pastoral song.
Daphnis in turn replied to her, “Cruel Cypris,
spiteful Cypris, Cypris hateful to mortals, do
you think, then, that all my suns are set already?
Even in Hades Daphnis will be a source of bitter
grief for Love.

Begin, Muses, begin again the pastoral song.
“Isn’t there the story that by an oxherd Cypris
was—? Get away to Ida, get away to Anchises.
Oak trees and galingale are there, and the bees
buzz sweetly around their hives.

Begin, Muses, begin again the pastoral song.
“Adonis, too, is the right age for you: he herds
his sheep, kills hares, and hunts wild animals of
every sort.

Begin, Muses, begin again the pastoral song.
“Why not go and take a stand near Diomedes
again, and say, ‘I am the conqueror of Daphnis
the oxherd; come and fight me, then’?

Begin, Muses, begin again the pastoral song.

With these words he ended. Aphrodite wanted
to raise him up, but all the thread granted him
by the Fates had run out, and Daphnis went to
the stream. The eddying water engulfed the man
dear to the Muses, the man by no means
unwelcome to the Nymphs.
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Lady who loves Golgi and Idalium and lofty Eryx,
golden Aphrodite, see how the soft-footed Hours
have brought you Adonis from ever-flowing
Acheron in the twelfth month, the dear Hours, most
slow-moving of the blessed gods; their coming is
desired by all mankind, and they always bring with
them some gift. Cyprian goddess, daughter of
Dione, it is said that you changed Berenice from
mortal to immortal, with drops of ambrosia on her
breast; and it is for your sake, goddess of many
names and many shrines, that Berenice’s daughter
Arsinoe, beautiful as Helen, indulges Adonis with
good things of every kind.

The Cyprian goddess is embracing him, and Adonis
holds her in his rosy arms. The bridegroom is
eighteen or nineteen years old, and his kiss does not
scratch; down is still around his lips. Farewell now
to Cypris as she embraces her man. Early in the
morning, with the dew still on the ground, all of us
together will carry him to the plashing waves by the
sea, and as we untie our hair and let fall our robes to
our ankles to bare our breasts we shall begin our
shrill lament.

Dear Adonis, you are the one and only hero, so
they say, who visits both Acheron and the world
here above. Neither Agamemnon nor mighty Ajax,
the wrathful hero, achieved this, nor Hector, eldest
of Hecuba’s twenty sons, nor Patroclus, nor
Pyrrhus, though he got back from Troy, nor in even
earlier times the Lapiths and the sons of Deucalion,
nor the descendants of Pelops, nor the Pelasgian
leaders of Argos. Look on us with favor next year
too, dear Adonis. Now we have received you
joyfully, Adonis, and you will be dear to us when
you come again.




