Perversions of Sustenance in Euripides’ Troades

I. Euripides, Troades 1-47 (excerpts, spoken by Poseidon)
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Groves stand empty, and the shrines of the gods
are flowing with slaughter.

Priam lies dead near the base of the altar

of Zeus, the patron of his home.

Much gold and Phrygian spoils

are sent to the Greek ships...
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IV. A. Euripides, Troades 774-5 (Andromache re Astyanax)
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B. Euripides, Troades 1150-1 (Talthybius about Astyanax)
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I am leaving famous Ilium and my altars:

for when dreary desolation seizes a city,

the matters of the gods suffer and tend not to be respected.
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... or (I would be) drawing water as a wretched slave
from the sacred waters of Peirene.

If only we could come to the blessed land of Theseus.
No way let me see the eddies of the Eurotas

and Helen’s detested abode

and there as a slave meet Menelaus,

the destroyer of Troy.

I have heard the story that the sacred land of Peneius,
the most beautiful foundation of Olympus,

is plump with wealth and thriving fruitfulness;

this would be second for me to come to

after the sacred holy land of Theseus.

And Hephaestus’s land that belongs to Aetna,
fronting Phoenicia, the mother of Sicilian gods,

I hear is extolled for its crowns for valor.

And the land lying next to

the flonian sea for a sailor,¥

which Crathis, the most beautiful, waters,

the river that tinges golden hair red,

nourishing with its holy waves

and making blessed the land abounding in good men.

Where dread Charybdis has settled a narrow racecourse
between the rocks, and the mountain dwelling Cyclops
eating raw flesh, and the Ligurian Circe,

the one who changes people into swine,

and shipwrecks on the brine of the sea,

and longing for the lotus, and the sacred cattle of Helios,
whose flesh will someday utter a spoken

utterance, bitter to Odysseus.

But take him carry him, hurl him down, if you wish to hurl
him;
feast upon his flesh.

After crossing the stream of the Scamander
I washed the body and cleansed its wounds.



C. Homer, lliad XXI. 122-3 (Achilles tos Lycaon’s body)
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V. Euripides, Troades 799-806 (chorus)
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VI. Euripides, Troades 1060-75 (chorus)
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VII. A. Euripides, Troades 1049-50 (Hecuba and Menelaus)
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Hecuba: Now don’t let her go on the same boat as you.
Menelaus: What’s that? Does she weigh more than before?
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Lie there now with the fish, who will carelessly lick
the blood from your wound...

Telamon, king of bee-nurturing Salamis,

who founded your home on the sea-girt island

lying near the holy hills

where first Athena made the branch of the gray olive appear,
a heavenly garland and an ornament for the rich Athenians,
you came, you came, excelling with Alcmene’s bow-bearing
son, sacking our city of Ilium, Ilium, [when you came

from Greece] in days gone by
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So, Zeus, you have handed over to the Achaeans

the temple in Ilium and the fragrant altar,

and the flame of offerings and the smoke of myrrh rising to
heaven

and holy Pergamum and the ivy-bearing vales of Ida, of Ida
irrigated with rivers of snow

the boundary first struck by the sun,

shining on the sacred dwelling.

Gone are your sacrifices and the happy din of dancing
and the all-night vigils of the gods,

and the reliefs of carved gold and the Phrygians’

holy full-moon festivals twelve times a year.

B. Aristophanes, Frogs 940
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First of all I slimmed (tragedy) down and removed the weight.
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