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Herodotus’ Last Word on Themistocles

Passage 1: Herodotus 8.125, tr. Purvis modified

When Themistocles had left the Spartans and arrived back at Athens, an Athenian named
Timodemus of the deme Aphidna, who was an enemy of Themistocles but otherwise not a
prominent man, rebuked him out of insane jealousy about his trip to Sparta, asserting that he had
won honors from the Spartans because of Athens and not because of himself. Timodemus
continued to say this without cease until Themistocles retorted, ‘The fact is that if I were from
Belbina, | would not have been honored this way by the Spartans, but neither would you, my
friend, even though you are an Athenian.’

g ¢ €K Thg Aakedaipovog dmiketo ¢ tag ABnvag, EvBadta Tiodonpog Aeidvaiog, v £x0pdv
pev 1V OgoTtokAE0G EDV, GAAMG 0& 00 TOV EMPOVEDV AVOPDVY, POOVE KaTapapyémv éveikee
10V OgpiotokAéa, TNV &g Aakedaipova dmE Tpopépwv, og da tag ABMvagc Exot ta yépea ta
napd Aakedatpoviov, GAL’ oL 0 EovTov. 0 0€, Emeite oK Emaveto Aéywv tadta 0 Tyodnpog,
gine- Obto Exel o1 0BT v &yd Edv BedPivitng étipmdny obto npdg Tnaptintémy, obt’ dv ov,
AdvOpome, Ev ABnvaiog.

Passage 2: Herodotus 8.109.5, tr. Purvis

Now the reason Themistocles said this was in order to secure a reserve of credit with the King,
so that in case he were to suffer some calamity at the hands of the Athenians, he would have a
refuge to run to, which of course is exactly what did happen.

tadTa EAeye Amodnknv pEAAV TomoesBan ¢ tov [1épony, tva fiv dpa i v Katadapfavn tpog
Abnvaiov tdbog, &n dmocTpoPnv: T4 TEP OV KAl EYEVETO.

Passage 3: Herodotus 8.110.3, tr. Purvis modified

| have been sent by Themistocles, son of Neocles, the commander of the Athenians and the best
and wisest man of all the allies, to convey this message to you: “Themistocles the Athenian
wishes to do you a favor, and has held back the Greeks from pursuing your fleet and breaking
apart the bridges at the Hellespont, since that is what they wanted to do. So now go on your way
and be at ease.”

"Enepyé pe OgpiotokAéng 6 NeokA£og, otpatnyog pev Adnvaiov, avip 68 tdv COURAY®V
TAVTOV GpLoTog Kol 6oPdTATOS, PPAcovTd Tol Tl OgpiotokAéng 6 ABnvaiog coi fovAdpevog
vmopyéey Eoye oV "EAANvaG Tag véag Poviopévoug dtwkey kol Tag &V EAMomovTe yepupog
ADew. Kol vOV Kot 1jovyiny ToAANV kopilego.
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Passage 4: Herodotus 8.112.2, tr. Purvis

He (Themistocles) collected large sums of money from the Carystians and the Parians, who had
heard both that Andros was being besieged because it had medized, and that Themistocles was
the most highly reputed of all the commanders; so they sent the money out of fear.

ouvéheye ypnuata peydra topd Kapovotiov te kai [Hopiov, ol muvBavopevol v 1€ Avopov g
ToAMopKEOLTO O10TL Eundioe, kol OgpictokAéa Mg €in &v aivn peyiotn @V oTpaTny®dV, delcAVTEG
tadto EMEUTOV YPNLUATA.

Passage 5: Herodotus 8.124.2, tr. Purvis modified

But because he (Themistocles) received no prize for his victory from those who had fought at
Salamis, he went straight to Sparta, wishing to be rewarded there.

OTL 0& VIKAV 00K £TLN 0N TPOS TAV &V ZAAAUIVL VODUAYNCAVIOV, QVTiKO LETH TODTO £G
Aoxedaipova aniketo OE AV TiunOfvor:

Passage 6: Plat. Rep. 329e-330a, tr. Emlyn-Jones and Preddy

But Themistocles’ retort is particularly apt here: in reply to the man from Seriphos who became
abusive and told him that he owed his fame not to his own merits but to his city, Themistocles
said that he would not himself have become famous if he were a Seriphian, and nor would the
other if he were an Athenian.

BAAN TO TOD OcpioTokAEoNg €V Exel, O¢ 1) Teptpim Aodopovuéve kai Aéyovtt §t1 o S’ adTOV
GAAQ S0 TNV TOAY €0OOKILOT, AmeKPivaTo OTL OVT’ AV 0TOG ZEPIPLOg DV GVOUAGTOG EYEVETO
00T’ €ketvog ABnvaioc.
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