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Does Repetition Make it True? Strategies of (Dis-)Honesty in Homer’s Odyssey

1. Requests for truth/claims of truth in the Odyssey

Book 1: 4R, 3C Book 3: 4R, 1C Book 4: 5R, 3C Book 5:1C Book 7:1C
Book 8:1C Book 11: 4R, 3C Book 12: 1R Book13:1R Book 14: 1R, 1C
Book 15: 2R, 2C Book 16:1R, 3C Book 17: 2R, 4C Book19:1C Book 21:1C
Book 22:1R, 1C Book 23:1R, 1C Book 24: 5R, 2C

2. Odyssey 1169 (Telemachus asks Athena who she is): dAL" dye pot T63€ giné xal dtpexéws xatdAeEov
1174 (T. asks A. if she is his xenos): xal pot To0t’ dydpevaov éiTupoy, 8gp’ €V €ldd

1179 (A. promises to speak truthfully): Torydp éyw tot Tadta udA’ dTpexéws dyopeaow

1.206 (A. asks if T. is really Odysseus’s son): GAA’ d&ye pot 163¢ eimé xai drpexéwg xatdAeEov

1.214 (T. truthfully says that he’s not sure): torydp yw o, &elve, udA’ dtpexéws dyopelow

1.224 (A. wants to know who the suitors are): A\’ &ye pot t63¢ eine xai drpexéws xatdhe&ov

3. Odyssey 3.19 (A. instructs T. to ask Nestor for the truth): Alogeafat 3¢ uv adtés, dmwg vueptéa einy
3.101 (T. asks N. about O.’s deeds at Troy): T&v v0v pot uvijoat, xai pot vuepTes €viomeg

3.247 (T. asks N. about Agamemnon): & Néatop NyAniddy, o0 8’ dAnbés éviomeg

3.254 (N. promises to tell the truth about Ag.): Totydp €yw Tot, Téxvov, dAndéa mavt’ dyopedow

3.327 (N. instructs T. to ask Menelaus for the truth): Alooeafot 3¢ pv adtés, tva vypeptés éviony

4. 0d. 4157 (Peisistratus affirms that T. is O.’s son): xe{vov uév ot 68" vidg €TTUUOY, WG dyOPEVELS
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5. 0d. 24.256 (O. asks Laertes who he is): AN &ye pot t63¢ €umé xal drpexéng xotdAeLov

24.258 (O. asks L. if this is really Ithaca): xai pot Todt’ dydpevaov émTupoy, dpp’ U eidd

24.287 (L. wants to know how long since the stranger saw O.): AN’ dye ot T63e €e xal ATPEREWS
xaTaAeEov

24.297 (L. asks who the stranger is): xal pot To0t" dydpevaov ETVTupoy, 6pp’ €V €l0R

24.303 (O. claims to be Eperitus of Alybas) torydp éye tot mdvrea A’ drpexéng xotaéEw

6. Od. 16.61 (Eumaeus tells T. what he thinks he knows about O.): Totydp €yw Tot, Téxvov, dAnféa mavt’
qyopELTW

16.113 (T. tells O. about his own family history): Torydp ey toy, Eetve, pd\’ drpexéung dyopedow

16. 226 (O. tells T. about his loot from the Phaeacians): totyap &y tot, téxvov, dAnfeiny xatoréfw



7.0d. 17.154-57

ATPEXEWS YA TOl PaVTEVTOMAL 0VS ETIXEVTW"

{otw viv Zedg mpdyta Bedv, Eeviv te Tpdmela

totin T "Oduatjog apduovog, v aplxdve,

@g 7 Tot ’Oduoeds 1oy év matpidt yaiy...

For I will prophesy truly to you, nor will I conceal.

Now of the gods let Zeus be my witness first, and the table of hospitality,
and the hearth of blameless Odysseus, which I've come to,

that Odysseus is actually already in his fatherland...

8. 0d. 19.269-71

VHEPTEWS Yap TOL Mudnjaopat 003" EMixelow

wgs 131 'Oduaijog éyw Tepl véaTOL BV

ayxo0...

For I will tell you truly, nor will I conceal,

that already I've heard about the return of Odysseus,
that it’s close...
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