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We Might Need Prophets Here: An Examination of Divinatory Perspectives in Aeschylus’ Oresteia
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L All translations are my own.

Chorus: The foreigner seems to require a plain-
speaking interpreter. Her manner is like that of a
newly captured beast.!

Cassandra: And yet | know the Greek language
excessively well.

Chorus: As do the Pythian oracles; yet they are
difficult to comprehend.

Cassandra: Have | missed the mark, or, like an
archer, do I strike my mark? Or am | false prophet, a
door-pounding babbler? Bear witness by swearing
that | know the sins, ancient in fame, of this house.

Cassandra: Look, Apollo himself is stripping me of
my prophetic garb—he witnessed me, even in these
adornments, being mocked doubtlessly in vain by
friends who are foes—but, like some vagrant
begging diviner, | bore being called a wretched,
starving beggar.

Chorus: The careful military prophet, having seen
[the portent] recognized the warlike devourers of the
hare and leaders of the host as the two Atreidae,
double in spirit...

Chorus: We have heard of your prophetic fame; but
we have no need for prophets.

Chorus: | would not brag that | am a keen
interpreter of prophecies; but these, I think, portend
some evil. But what good decree from prophecies
comes to mortals? Through evil means the verbose
arts of prophets bring about prophecies that are
fearsome to learn.

Nestor: Dear leaders and rulers of the Argives, if
some other Achaean had told us this dream we
would have been more likely to call and disregard it
as false; but he who proclaims himself the mightiest
of the Achaeans saw it. Come then, [let’s see] if in
some way we may arm the sons of the Achaeans.
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Clytemnestra: | said that Troy is in the hands of the
Achaeans. Do | speak clearly?

Chorus: Joy is overcoming me and moving me to
tears.

Clyt: Assuredly, your eye betrays your feelings.
Ch: What then is the evidence? Do you possess
some proof of these things?

Clyt: Yes of course; unless a god has fooled me.
Ch: Do you trust the persuasive omens of dreams?
Clyt: I would not heed the judgement of a sleepy
mind.

Chorus: | know, child, for | was there. Because she
was shaken by dreams and night-wandering fears
she sent these offerings, godless woman that she is.
Orestes: And have you learned the nature of the
dream so as to tell it accurately?

Ch: She thought she gave birth to a serpent: as she
herself tells it.

Clytemnestra: For the sleeping mind has clear
vision, but by day the fate of mortals is
unforeseeable.
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