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Women	only:	Rites	of	Demeter	and	Kore		

in	Herodas’	Mimiamb	6	
	
	
	
	

• Author:	Herodas,	Hellenistic	Egypt	or	Kos	(under	Ptolemies	I-II),		after	300	–	before	246	BC	

(almost	all	that	we	know	about	him)	

• Mimiambi	–	poetic	collection,	found	on	papyrus	(only	one	–	Pap.	Brit.	135,	no	other	

manuscripts,	after	100	AD),	first	edition	in	1891	

• 	Contains	8	mimes	(with	different	level	of	preservation)	and	some	fragments	of	9-13	

• All	mimes	depict	little	scenes	from	ordinary	life	and	employ	common	themes	from	New	

Comedy	(4th	cent)	and	Sicilian	mime		

• As	well	as	a	lot	of	references	to	archaic	and	classical	Greek	poetry,	philosophy	and	drama	

	
	
	

Aristophanes, Thesmophoriazusai 
 v. 4-8 

ΚΗΔΕΣΤΗΣ. <…> ποῖ µ’ ἄγεις, ωὖριπίδη; 

ΕΥΡΙΠΙΔΗΣ.  ἀλλ’ οὐκ ἀκούειν δεῖ σε 

πάνθ’ ὅσ’ αὐτίκα  ὄψει παρεστώς. 

Κη.  πῶς λέγεις; αὖθις φράσον.  οὐ δεῖ µ’ 

ἀκούειν;    

Ευ.    οὐχ ἅ γ’ ἂν µέλλῃς ὁρᾶν. 

Kinsman: <…> Euripides, where you’re taking me? 

Euripides: You need’t hear it all, since you’re going 

to see it for yourself. 

K: What? Say again? I needn’t hear? 

 

E: No, not what you’re about to see. 

	[Trans.	by	J.	Henderson]  
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Herodas,	Mimiamb	6,		
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ΜΗ λίσσοµα[ί σ]ε̣, µὴ ψεύσηι,  φίλη 

Κοριττοῖ, τίς κοτ’ ἦν ὄ σοι ράψας τὸν 

κόκκινον βαυβῶνα;  

ΚΟ. κοῦ δ’ ὀρώρηκας, Μητροῖ, σὺ κεῖνον;  

ΜΗ. Νοσσὶς ε[ἶ]χεν ἠρίννης τριτηµέρηι νιν· 

µᾶ, κ̣αλόν τι δώρηµα. 

ΚΟ. Νοσσίς; κόθεν λαβοῦσα;  

ΜΗ. διαβαλεῖς ἤν σοι εἴπω;  

ΚΟ. µὰ τούτους τοὺς γλυκέας, φίλη Μητροῖ,  

ἐκ τοῦ Κοριττοῦς στόµατος οὐδεὶς µὴ     

ἀκούσηι ὄσ’ ἂν σὺ λέξηις. 

 

Metro: Darling Koritto, I beg you! Tell me the 

truth! Who was it stitched you the scarlet dildo? 

 

Koritto: And where, Metro, did you see that?  

ME: Erinna’s daughter, Nossis had it two days 

ago – what a stupendous find, by golly! 

KO: Nossis! And where did she get it? 

ME: If I tell, you won’t betray me? 

KO: No, dear Metro, by these sweet eyes I 

swear no one shall hear from Koritto’s lips 

anything you tell her! [Transl. by A.Rist] 
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