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Women only: Rites of Demeter and Kore

in Herodas’ Mimiamb 6

* Author: Herodas, Hellenistic Egypt or Kos (under Ptolemies I-1I), after 300 - before 246 BC
(almost all that we know about him)

*  Mimiambi - poetic collection, found on papyrus (only one - Pap. Brit. 135, no other
manuscripts, after 100 AD), first edition in 1891

*  Contains 8 mimes (with different level of preservation) and some fragments of 9-13

* All mimes depict little scenes from ordinary life and employ common themes from New
Comedy (4t cent) and Sicilian mime

* Aswell as alot of references to archaic and classical Greek poetry, philosophy and drama

Aristophanes, Thesmophoriazusai
v. 4-8

KHAEXTHE. <...> moi W’ &yeic, ovpwidn;  Kinsman: <...> Euripides, where you re taking me?
EYPIIIIAHZ. &AL’ ovk drkovel del o€ Euripides: You need’t hear it all, since you re going
navO’ 66’ avtika Oyel TAPECTMGS. to see it for yourself.

Kn. i Aéyeic; ovdic pplcov. ov Sei K: What? Say again? I needn’t hear?

AKOVELY;

Ev. ovy &y’ av péhing opav. E: No, not what you're about to see.

[Trans. by J. Henderson]



Herodas, Mimiamb 6,

v. 17-25
MH Aiocopa[i olg, un yevont, @iin Metro: Darling Koritto, I beg you! Tell me the
Koprttoi, tic kot’ fiv & 6ot péyog tov truth! Who was it stitched you the scarlet dildo?

KOKKIvov BavPdva;
KO. xod & opodpnroc, Mntpoi, o Keivov; Koritto: And where, Metro, did you see that?

MH. Noocoig g[i]xev npivvng tprenuépmviv:  ME: Erinna’s daughter, Nossis had it two days

1al, KaAGV Tt SDpM L. ago — what a stupendous find, by golly!
KO. Noooig; k60ev Aafodoa; KO: Nossis! And where did she get it?
MH. d1faleic v oot €lnw; ME: If I tell, you won’t betray me?

KO. pa tovtovg tovg yAvkéac, oiin Mntpoi, KO: No, dear Metro, by these sweet eyes |

€k 100 Kopitrodg otopatog ovdeig pun swear no one shall hear from Koritto’s lips
axovont 86’ dv oL AEENLG. anything you tell her! [Transl. by A.Rist]
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