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The Problematic Nature of Philia in the Samia: A Comparative Study of Aristotle and Menander

List of characters mentioned in my presentation
Demeas, a wealthy Athenian citizen.
Moschion, the adopted son of Demeas.
Niceratus, a friend of Demeas and father of Plangon.
Chrysis, Demeas’ hetaira from Samos.
1. Ar.NE 1155b31-4'
@ 0¢ OIA® Qaci doeiv Poviechar tayabd ékeivov &veka. ToOG 6& BovAopévoug

oUT® Tayabd gbvovg Adyovaty, v pn Tavto kol mop' €ketvov yivntoar gdvolav

yap &v avtmenovioot gidiav Eivol.

Whereas we are told that we ought to wish our friend well for his own sake. But

persons who wish another good for his own sake, if the feeling is not

reciprocated, are merely said to feel goodwill for him: only when mutual is such

goodwill termed friendship.

2. Men. Samia, 5-9

Mo: [...... o Todt0 €c6pevov Aoyilopat,/ paAilov] 08 TodT’ av EDAOYMG LUV TOEY

[...... ] 1oV éxeivov SieEeldmv 1pdmov./ oig pelv dtpdenoa Tdi 0T’ £00EmC ypdVmL

OV Tar]diov, pepvnuévog capds €0/ evepyéltel yop TadTd | 0V @POVODVIA TTw.

Mo: I reckon that this will be..., but to do this more reasonably, having gone through his

character in detail. I will let it be, although I clearly remember it, how I lived luxuriously

the time immediately following that, when I was a child. He showed me these kindnesses,

not yvet having full knowledge.

! Both Greek text and translation of the Nicomachean Ethics are taken from Rackham.



3. Men. Samia, 14-18
Mo: tdv @ilmV/ T0ig deopévorg Té uétpl’ Emapkelv &dvvaumy./ 8t éxeivov v dvOpmmroc.

Mo: I was able to help my friends to a reasonable extent with their needs. Through him

I was a human being.
4. Men. Samia, 18-19

Mo: doteiav 8 dpumg/ TovTav Yéptv Ttv’ dnedidovy: v KOGUIOG.

Mo: But I gave him some fine return: I was well-behaved.

5. Men. Samia, 343-47

AN 003eVi TpOTOL Yap mOavOV gival pot Sokel/ ToV eic BmavTog KOGUIOY Kol GOQPOVO,

TOVG GAAOTPIoVC Ei¢ €e TotoDTOV YeYOVvEVAL,/ 00O’ €l deKkAKIG TONTOG £0TL, Un) YOVOU

€UOC VOGS 0V Yap TODTO, TOV TPOTOV O’ 0p®.

De: In no way do I think it is plausible that he who was well-behaved and self-controlled

towards all outsiders would do such to me, not even if he is ten times adopted, not my

son by birth. For I do not look at that, but I look at his character.
6. Men. Samia, 350-52

AN €émAaBod 10D 6oV, TETOVG’ EpdV,/ Kol TATLYNIO LEV TO YEYOVOG KPpLYB® dcov

£veoTt 010 TOV VOV...

De: Forget your yearning, desist from your passion [for her], and conceal, as much as

possible, the mistake, it is necessary that you do this for the sake of your son.

7. Men. Samia, 517-518

An:  Nwmpate,/ EkPar’, iketed®: ocuvadikod Yvnoeiog g av eiAog.
De: Niceratus, throw her out, I beseech you; sincerely take offence as would a friend.

8. Men. Samia, 623-629

Mo: & pév kod®dc 0OV elye T mePl THYV KOPNV/ Kod uf) Tocadt’ v EUmoddv,

dprog, mdBoc, ypdvoc, cuvnBer’, oic E5ovAovmV &Yd,/ 0VK v TapdVTL

Y odTIc MITLdoato adTdv pe To1dT’ 0084, 4L’ dmopBapeic/ ék Tiig

noAemG av Ekmodmv i Baxtpa mot 1} Koapiav diétpiBov aiypdlmv kel

Mo: If the matters concerning the girl were to go well, and there were not so many

hindrances, my oath, my longing, the long familiarity, to which I am enslaved, indeed he

would never again lay such a charge against me to my face. Having ran out from the city,



out of his way, to somewhere in Baktria or Karia, I would be living the life of a spearman

there.
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