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Theocritus lambist: Reconsidering Genre in the /dylls

1. Theocritus Epigrams to lambists (21 and 19 Gow)
Apyiloyov kol otdd Koi eic1de TOV TAAo TOUNTAY
TOV TV iduPov, 0d 1O pupiov kKAEog
SuiiABe k@l vOKTao Kol 0T’ AM.
7 pé viv ai Moicat kai 6 AdAog fyémevy ATOAAmV,
¢ EupeAng T’ éyéveto kNmdEE10g
£med te TOLETY TPOG AVpav T AeideLy.

‘O povoomoog £vBad’ Tandval keitat.

€l Hév Tovnpog, ) TOTEPYEL T® TOUP®"
€l 0’ €001 KPNYLOC TE KOl TOPA YPNOTAV,
Bapoéwv kabilev, kifv 0ANG, andppi&ov.

2. Theocritus Idyll 5.1-4; 41-44

KOMATAX

Alyec uai, Tiivov 1oV motpéva, tov Zufapitay,
QevYETE, TOV AGK®VA: TO 1EL VAaKog £x0&c Ekheyey.

AAKQN
00K Ao TAG Kpavag; oitt’, duvideg odK Ecopijte

TOV 1ev Tav ovpryya tpodav kAéyavta Kopdtav;

KO. avix’ éndyilov to, T0 8° Ghyeeg ai o€ yipapor
aioe katefAny@dvro, Kol O Tpayog avTag ETPOm.

AA. un Bébov Tve muyiocpatog, VPE, Taeeing.

AL Yap Epg’, S’ Epme, kod BoToTa PovkoMali.

3. Theocritus Idyll 7.43-55

“Tav 101, £pa, ‘Kopivay dwpOTTopaL, OUVEKEY 661
nav én’ dhobeig memhacpévov €k Aog €pvoc.

¢ pot kol Téktv uéy’ anéybetar dotic Epguvii (45)
icov 8pevg kopued Telécan Sopov ‘Qpouédovrog,

Archilochus—Stand and look at him, the poet of iamboi
from long ago, whose measureless fame

has come through the night and towards dawn.

The Muses and Delian Apollo for sure loved him,

so tuneful and dexterous was he at

composing words and singing them to the lyre.

The songwriter, Hipponax, lies here.

If you are no-good, do not approach his grave.
But if you are a good man and from good stock,
feel free to sit down, and if you wish, go to sleep.

Comatas
My goats, flee that shepherd, the Sybarite, Lacon. He stole my
goatskin yesterday.

Lacon
Geat away from the spring! Psst, lambs, don’t you see Comatas who
very lately stole my syrinx?

Co. When I sodomized you and you were hurt, and these nanny goats
really bleated and the billy goat was reaming them.

La. I wish you won’t be buried deeper than your sodomy, humpback,
but come, come here, and you will sing your last bucolic song.

He said, “I will give you this staff, because you are a sapling fashioned
from Zeus entirely for truth. So greatly is the builder hated by me who
seeks to complete his house equal to the peak of Mt. Oromedon and
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kol Motadv 6pviyeg 6ot ot Xiov dotdov

avtio Kokkvlovteg Etota poydiCovrt.

GAA Grye Povkolikdg Tayémg apEoued’ dodag,
Zuyida: kiyw uév—-opn, eilog, &l tol dpéokel

000’ &1L TPav v Opel TO peAboplov EEemdvacal.
"Eccetotl Ayedvoktt KOAOG TAG0G € MitvAnvay, (51)
ydtav €9’ Eomepiolg Epigoig votog Hypa didkn
KopoTo, yopiov 0t’ €n” dxeav®d modag ioyel,

of ko Tov Avkidav omtevpevov €€ Appoditag

poomnrtal Beppog yap Epmg avTd pe KaToibet.

6. Sappho fr. 38 dzmtong dupe, you burn me

7. Sappho fr. 48
MAOsc, Tkoif émonocog, &ym 8¢ 6” Epauduay,
0ov 8’ &yvéag Epov epéva Kotopévay modmt

8. Theocritus Idyll 7.60-61
Avyebdvaxtt TA6ov Snuéve &g MitvAnvoy
dpuo Thvta yévorto, Kai ebmA00g dppov Tkotto.
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hated by me are the birds of the Muses, however so many toil uselessly
crowing against the Chian bard.

But come on! Let us quickly begin a bucolic song, Simichidas! And I—
see, friend—if it is pleasing to you, (will sing) this little song that I
worked out recently on the hill.

There will be a lovely voyage to Mytilene for Ageanax,

both when the south wind chases the wet waves in the evening when the
Kids rise,

and also when Orion holds his feet on the ocean,

if he saves roasting Lycidas from Aphrodite;

for a hot love for him burns me.

You came and you did it, and I desired you,
and you cooled my heart burning with desire

May everything be prosperous for Ageanax seeking a voyage
to Mytilene, and may he arrive fair-voyaged at his haven.
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