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An Overlooked Arcanum Imperii ?: Reconsidering Indirect Rule in the Julio-Claudian East

1.

reges socios etiam inter semet ipsos necessitudinibus mutuis iunxit, promptissimus

affinitatis cuiusque atque amicitiae conciliator et fautor. (Suet. Aug. 48)

He [Augusuts] also united the allied kings by mutual ties, and was very ready to propose

or favour intermarriages or friendships among them. (Loeb translation, adapted)

petnAOev eig TiBepoxda mMoAy g F'aAAalag. v d¢ &pa Toig dAAOLG
Paolevoy mep(PAeTtToC. ke YOUV mtaQ’ avtov Koppaynvng pev faoctdedg
Avtiloxog, Epeowv 8¢ Zapryéoapog kai Kotug, tng puoag Agpeviag ovtog
épacidevoev, kat IToAépwv v ITovtov kektnuévog duvaoteiav Howdng e

00TOG AdeAPOGS NV ooV, 1)oXeV O¢ TN XaAkidog. (Jos. AJ 19.338)

he [Agrippa] went next to Tiberias, a city in Galilee. Now he was evidently admired by
the other kings. At any rate, he was visited by Antiochus king of Commagene,
Sampsigeramus king of Emesa, and Cotys king of Armenia Minor, as well as by Polemo,
who held sway over Pontus, and Herod his brother, who was ruler of Chalcis. (Loeb

translation, adapted)
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3.

reges socios etiam inter semet ipsos necessitudinibus mutuis iunxit, promptissimus
affinitatis cuiusque atque amicitiae conciliator et fautor, nec aliter uniuersos quam
membra partisque imperii curae habuit, rectorem quoque solitus apponere aetate paruis
aut mente lapsis, donec adolescerent aut resipiscerent; ac plurimorum liberos et

educauit simul cum suis et instituit. (Suet. Aug. 48)

He [Augusuts] also united the allied kings by mutual ties, and was very ready to propose
or favour intermarriages or friendships among them. He never failed to treat them all with
consideration as integral parts of the empire, regularly appointing a guardian for such as
were too young to rule or whose minds were affected, until they grew up or recovered;
and he brought up the children of many of them and educated them with his own.

(Loeb translation, adapted. Emphasis mine).

Cyzicus Inscription (37 CE)
toug Kotvog d¢ madag PowuntaAknv kat [ToAépova kai Kétuv guvtoogovg
Kal €TalQoUg EAVTWL YEYO-/VOTAG EIG TG €K Ma[TéQ]wV Kal EoYydvwV avTtolg

opellopévacg amokabéotakev Pacideiag (SylP 798 lines 6-7)

(and since) the sons of Kotys, i.e. Rhoimetalkes and Polemon and Kotys, had been his
foster-brothers and had become his companions and had been established by him (i.e.
Gaius Caesar) in the kingdoms rightfully owed to them form their fathers and ancestors

(trans. Sherk 1988, emphases mine).
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5. OV pévtoLtavd’ o0twg avTovg EAVTIEL WG TO TEOODOKAV ETTL TTAELOV TV TE
wpotnTa TV oL F'aiov kat v doéAyetav av&noety, kat HaAALoO’ ot
EmuVOAVOVTO TOV TE AYQITITIAV AT Kol TOV AVTioXov Tovg PacAéag oTeQ

TVAG TLEAVVOIATKAAOUS ouvetval. (Dio 59.24.1)

All this, however, did not distress the people so much as did their expectation that Gaius’
cruelty and licentiousness would go to still greater lengths. And they were particularly
troubled on ascertaining that King Agrippa and King Antiochus were with him, like two

tyrant-trainers. (Loeb translation)

6. Kal peta tovto 1w te Avtioxw v Koppaynvnv anédwkev (0 yoo I'diog,
KalmeQ avTog ot dovg avtv, APrjenTo) [...] T yao Ayoinma 1o IaAawotivew
ovumea&avti ot v 1 yepoviav (étvxe ya &év ) Poun @v) mv te aoxnv
TEOOETNVENOE KAl TIHAS DTTATIKAG EVELHE. TQ TE AdeAP@ avToL ‘Hewdn 1o te
OTEATNYKOV aélwpa kKat duvaotelav Tiva £dwke, kal €G Te TO OLVEDQLOV

€0eA0elv o@LOL kal xaowv ot EAANVIOTL Yvwval émétoeev. (Dio 60.8.1-3)

Next he [Claudius] restored Commagene to Antiochus, since Gaius, though he had
himself given him the district, had taken it away again [...] He enlarged the domain of
Agrippa of Palestine, who, happening to be in Rome, had helped him to become emperor,
and bestowed on him the ornamenta consularia; and to his brother Herod he gave the
ornamenta praetoria and a principality. And he permitted them to enter the senate and to

express their thanks to him in Greek. (Loeb translation, adapted. Emphasis mine)
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7. tag 0t aAAac émapxiag éxet Katoap, @v eig &g pev mépmeL Tovg
ETUHEANOOUEVOLS DTTATIKOVS AVOQAC, €1C GG D& OTEATNYIKOVG, €ig &g OE Kal
IMTKoVS. Kal BaoiAeig D€ kal duvaoTal kal dekagxial TG ékelvov pegidog

Kal elol kat vtneéav aet. (Strabo 17.3.25 C 840)

But the rest of the Provinces are held by Caesar; and to some of these he sends as curators
men of consular rank, to others men of praetorian rank, and to others men of the rank of
knights. Kings, also, and dynasts and decarchies are now, and always have been, in

Caesar’s portion. (Loeb translation, adapted. Emphasis mine)

8. AAAX Y TOUTWV dATOIBOVTWYV €Tt T avte Mdpoog 6 g Lvolag 1yeHwv
TAREYEVETO. TROG Pwpalovg 0OV TIUNTIKOV TNEWV VTTAVINOOUEVOS AVTQ THG
TMOAEWS ATWTEQW otadiovg émta EonABev 0 faciAevc. Tovto d¢ doa EpeAdev
¢ EOG Mdpoov dXn) YevroeoOat dlagoeas: ovykaOeCOUEVOS YaQ ETtL TG
ATMVNG ETYETO TOUG AAAOUG BaciAéag,” Maoow d' 1) ToUTwV OpOVoLX Kol
HEXOL TOo0LdE PALa TTROS AAATIAOLG VTt TeVOT) CLHIPEQELY OVX
vnoAapBavovtt Popaiolg duvaotwv tooovtwv oupeedvnoy. e00LG oDV
EKAOTO TOV ETuTnNdEiwV TIVAG MEUTWV EMEOTEAAEV ML T EXLTOV diXa

HneAANoews améoxeoBat. (Jos. AJ 19.340-341)

It so happened, however, that while he [Agrippa] was still entertaining them, Marsus the
governor of Syria arrived. The king therefore, to do honour to the Romans, advanced seven
furlongs outside the city to meet him. Now this action, as events proved, was destined to be
the beginning of a quarrel with Marsus; for Agrippa brought the other kings along with him
and sat with them in his carriage; but Marsus was suspicious of such concord and intimate
friendship among them. He took it for granted that a meeting of minds among so many
chiefs of state was prejudicial to Roman interests. He therefore at once sent some of his
associates with an order to each of the kings bidding him set off without delay to his own

territory. (Loeb translation)
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