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unéev véov? The Paradox of Old Religion/New God in Euripides’ Bacchae

1. [Eur. Ba. 195-203]

Ka: povot 8¢ mohewg Bakyim xopeboopey;

Te: povor yap €0 gpovodpey, ot § GANOL KaKGG.
Ka: paxkpov 10 péAeV: GAN" €ufig €xou xepog.
Te: 1600, Evvamte kat Suvapilov xépa.

Kda: 00 Kata@pov®d 'yo TV Be®dv Bvntog yeyng.
Te: 006ev co@1{OpecBa Tolot daipooty.
natpioug mapadoyag, &g B° dPNAKag xpoOve
KeKTNHED’, obdelg avTa Katafadel Aoyog,

008’ €l SU AKpwV TO GOEOV NHPTTAL PPEVAV.

2. [Ba. 266-285]

Te: dtav APt T TV AOywv &vijp 000G
KOAOG GPOPAG, 00 PéY' Epyov €D Aéyetv:

oL &' ebTpoyov HEV YADOOAV MG PPOVAV EXEL,
£€v T0ig A0yo1o1 §' 00K £velot 6ol QpeEveg,.
Bpdosr 82 Suvatdg Kai Aéyetv 010G T &vrp
KOKOG TIOAITNG ylyveTan vodv 00K EXmv.
00T10G §' O Saipwv O véog, Ov ol StayeAdug,
oUK (v Suvaipny péyebog é&emelv 6o0g
ka0’ ‘EAAGS' Eotan. 800 ydp, @ veavia,

o IPAT' €v dvBpomolor Anuntnp Bed —

I'fy &' éotiv, dvopa &' omdtepov FoVAN KAAeL
abtn pev év Enpoloty éktpépet Bpotoic:

0¢ &' A" £nert’, avrimadov O epéAng yovog
BOTpLOG BYPOV IR’ NOPE KAGTIVEYKATO
Bvntolg, 6 mavel ToLG TaATIOPOLE BPOTOLG
AVOTING, 6tav MANGB&o dpméAov Pofig,
Unvov te ANBnv 1@V Kab' fpepav Kak@v
Sidwaty, 006" €0T' GAAO EAPHAKOV TIOVOV.
o0T0G O0io1 omévSeTon Be0g yeymG,

AoTe 8§10 ooV TAYad' avBpmTovg Exerv.

3. [Ba. 326-7]
Te: paivy) yap ¢ dAyrotd, KoUTte QUPHAKOLG
dxn AaBoig &v 00T  &vev TOLTWV VOOELG.

4. [Prodicus quoted in Sext. Emp. adv. math.
9.18 = D-K B5]

TAVTA T& @@eAODVTA TOV Biov @V ol maAaiol

Beovg évopioav 1 TNV &' ATV OEEAELAV. ..

Kol 61 T0DT0 TOV pév &ptov Anuntpav vouiodiva,

TOV 8¢ oivov Al1dvuoov... .

Cadmus: Are we alone dancing for Bacchus?
Teiresias: Yes, for we alone think rightly, the others
badly.

Ca: Long is the delay; take my hand.

Te: See, join hands with me and make a pair.

Ca: I, myself, do not disdain the gods, since I am
mortal.

Te: Nor do we use cleverness on the gods [Dodds].
Hereditary customs, and those which we procure as
old as time, no argument will refute them, not even if
cleverness is found through the highest thought.

Te: When some intelligent man chooses a good basis
for his speech, it is no matter to speak well. And you
have a fluent tongue as if you have understanding,
while in your words there is no sense. A man
powerful in his boldness and capable of speaking is a
bad citizen because he is without sense. This new
god, that you ridicule, I cannot explain how great he
will be throughout Greece. For there are, young
man, two first things among humans: the goddess
Demeter—she is Earth, call her by whatever name
you want; she nourishes mortals with dry food; and
he who came next, the son of Semele, who
discovered as an equal match the liquid drink of
the grape cluster, and introduced it to mortals, that
which stops wretched humans from suffering when
they are filled with the flow of the grape, and gives
sleep as forgetfulness of the ills of the day, nor is
there any other remedy for sufferings. He, being a
god, is poured out for the gods, so that because of
him humans have good things.

For, you are mad as painfully as possible, and you
will neither have a cure by drugs, nor are you sick
without these things.

“the ancients held all things aiding our life to be
gods because of their help...on account of this bread
was held to be Demeter and wine was held to be
Dionysus... .”
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