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Goddesses, Monsters, and Shepherds:
Playing with Homeric Fantasy in Theocritus’ Idylls

Handout 1
Theocritus, Idyll 7.14

énel aindAg EEoy kel (Id. 7.14)
“Since he seemed like a goatherd beyond compare”'

Handout 2: Statements on poetic “truth”

Theocritus, Idyll 7.43-4
“Tav Tol’, €90, "Koplhvay dwpOTTopal, OUVEKEY 661
nav én’_arobeig rerhaopévov £k Alog Epvog

[Lycidas] said, “I will give to you a staff, because you are
a sapling fashioned entirely by Zeus for truth...”

Hesiod Theogony vv. 27-8
iduev yevdea moAda Aéyety ETOpoIGY Opoia,
Spev 8, e0t’ £08hmpev, dAndéa ynpHvcacar.

We know how to speak many false things like true things,
and we know how, whenever we wish, to utter the truth.

Handout 3

Theocritus, Idyll 7.41
Batpayoc 6¢ mot dxpidag O TG £picdm
“... but I compete (with them) as some frog against grasshoppers”

Handout 4: The ideal euphonist “composition” (cvvOeo1ig)

Theocritus, Idyll 7.45-8

A¢ pot xal TékTv péy’ anéydetal, 6oTic Epeuvii
ioov 8pevg kopued telécat Sopov Qpouédoviog,
kol Mowsdv dpvixeg 6ot Toti Xiov do1dov

" Translations are my own unless stated otherwise.




avtio kokkvlovtes Etmata poydifovrt

How the builder is hated greatly by me, who seeks

to complete a house equal (in height) to the peak of Mt. Oromedon,
even as much as the cocks of the Muses labor in vain

cuckooing against the Chian bard (/d. 7. 45-8)

Dionysius of Halicarnassus Comp. 6

When a builder (oikodopoc) has supplied himself with the materials (VAnv) from which he intends
to construct the house — stones, timber, tiling and all the rest — he proceeds at once to put together
(ovvtiOnow) the building from these, paying close attention to the following three questions:
what stone, timber and brick is to be fitted together (appocar) with what other stone, timber and
brick; next how each of the materials that are being so joined (appolopévov) should be fitted, and
on which of its sides; thirdly, if anything fits badly, how that very piece can be pared down and
trimmed and made to fit well ... Now I say that those who are going to put the parts of speech
together effectively should proceed in a similar way...”

Demetrius Eloc. [138]-139
[xGprev ... yYAapupdv] éoTiv 4o Tii¢ TaEE®C. ..
... [grace and elegance] exist from arrangement...

Aristoxenus Harm. 27.18-20 observed that the “nature of continuity in melody (€v tf] pelwdiq)
seems to be similar to that which in speech (€v ti] Aé€er) relates to the putting together of letters
(mepl TV 1OV YpoupdTOV cOvOeSLY).”

Handout 5

Theocritus Idyll 1.112-3
avTig dmwg 6toof Atoundeog dscov ioioa,
Kol Aéye “Tov Poutav Vik® Adeviy, GAAL PiyeD pot”

Go and stand again before Diomedes and say,
“I am the conqueror of Daphnis, the cowherd; come on, fight me”

Handout 6

Theocritus Idyll 1.82-3

... V0" 6 Tpinmog
KHoa: ‘Adevt TdAav, Ti TO TaKeAL, 0 O¢ T€ KOPO
whoag ava Kpdvag, Tavt’ GAcea TooGl PopETTOL—

... Priapus came and said:
“Wretched Daphnis, why are you wasting away, but a girl wanders
up through all the fountains, all the glades by foot [searching for youl]...
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* Cf. also Demetrius (Eloc. 13-4). Translation by Usher (1985).



Handout 7

Theocritus Idyll 1.138-41

YO pev 1666° gindv anenadcooto: Tov & T Appodita
N0el’” avopbBdoal: Té ye pav Aiva mhvto Aeloimel

&k Mopdv, xo Adovig EBa poov. Ekivoe diva

oV Moicaig @idov Gvopa, Tov 00 Noppaiswy areydi

Saying so much, he stopped; and Aphrodite would like to have raised him up again, but all the
threads spun by the Fates had run out, and Daphnis walked to the stream. The pool washed over
the man who was dear to the Muses, who was not hateful to the Nymphs.

Handout 8: Edmund Lowell (page 428)

“This simple fact tends to be overlooked by scholars interested in myth in Homer. They have
often referred to 'mythological innovation' in Homer or to Homer's 'invention' of mythical details
or even of whole myths... It would be fitting to refer not to Homer but to the speaker and to the
speech in its context in the poem. For it is the speaker who creates the 'innovation' in a myth, in
response to the demands of the situation in which he or she is speaking. Thus it would be more
accurate to say that Homer represents his characters as innovating than it is to say that Homer
innovates.”

Handout 9

Homer Odyssey 19.203
ioke yehdea moALA Aéymv ETOpOIGTY Opoia
“He spoke, saying many false things like true things”

Handout 10: Negative clauses

Homer Odyssey, Bk. 9.106-9

Kvkhonrov & &g yolav vrepeiolov abspictov
ikoped’, of pa Oeoiot memo106teg dbavaTOIoY
0VTE PVTEVOVGLY YEPGLV PLTOV OVT’ APOWGLY,
AL TQ Y’ GomapTo Kol GvApoTo TAVTO GVOVTAL...

And we arrived at the land of the arrogant, lawless
Cyclopes, who rely on the immortal gods, who
neither plant with their hands nor plough,

but all things grows unsown and untilled...

Theocritus Idyll 11.36-7

TUPOG 6 0V Agimel ' 0BT’ v Bépel 0T &v Omdpa,
0V YEWWDVOG AKP®- ...

Cheese does not leave me lacking neither in summer nor in autumn,
nor in the peak of winter...



Handout 11

Theocritus Idyll 11.45-8

&vTi Sapvat Tvel, EvTi padival KuTapieoot,

£oT1 pélog K1oo0g, £61° Gumelog & YALKOKOPTOG,
£oTL YuypOV DOWP, TO HoL G TOALSEVSpeDg ATlTval
Aevkdcg €k (16vog TOTOV AuBpooLov mpoinTt

There are bay trees there, there are slender cypresses,
There is dark ivy, there is vine of sweet fruit,

There is cold water, which Mount Aetna of the many-trees
pours forth from its white snow a divine drink.
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