Devastation of Land as an Act of War in Herodotus
Edith Foster
edithmfoster@gmail.com
The abstract can be found at:
https://camws.org/sites/default/files/meeting2022/2666Herodotusplunderingland.pdf

1. 7.50.4 ’ἡμεῖς τοίνυν ὁμοιεύμενοι ἐκείνοισι ὥρην τε τοῦ ἔτεος καλλίστην πορευόμεθα, καὶ καταστρεψάμενοι πᾶσαν τὴν Εὐρώπην νοστήσομεν ὀπίσω, οὔτε λιμῷ ἐντυχόντες οὐδαμόθι οὔτε ἄλλο ἄχαρι οὐδὲν παθόντες. τοῦτο μὲν γὰρ αὐτοὶ πολλὴν φορβὴν φερόμενοι πορευόμεθα, τοῦτο δέ, τῶν ἄν κου ἐπιβέωμεν γῆν καὶ ἔθνος, τούτων τὸν σῖτον ἕξομεν· ἐπ᾽ ἀροτῆρας δὲ καὶ οὐ νομάδας στρατευόμεθα ἄνδρας.’ 

(‘Indeed, we, who are certainly a match for them [i.e. for the Greeks], are journeying at the fairest season of the year, and having conquered all of Europe, we will return home, not having met with any famine or suffered anything else unpleasant. For one thing, we ourselves are travelling with a great supply of resources, for another, we shall have the grain of those whose lands and people we are attacking, since we are attacking plowing men (ἐπ᾽ ἀροτῆρας), and not nomads.’)

2. 8.32.2 οἱ δὲ βάρβαροι τὴν χώρην πᾶσαν ἐπέδραμον τὴν Φωκίδα· Θεσσαλοὶ γὰρ οὕτω ἦγον τὸν στρατόν· ὁκόσα δὲ ἐπέσχον, πάντα ἐπέφλεγον καὶ ἔκειρον, καὶ ἐς τὰς πόλις ἐνιέντες πῦρ καὶ ἐς τὰ ἱρά.

(The barbarians overran all Phocia: for the Thessalians were leading their army. And wherever they stopped they burned and cut down everything and threw fire upon the cities and sanctuaries.)

3. 8.115.2 ὅκου δὲ πορευόμενοι γινοίατο καὶ κατ᾽ οὕστινας ἀνθρώπους, τὸν τούτων καρπὸν ἁρπάζοντες ἐσιτέοντο· εἰ δὲ καρπὸν μηδένα εὕροιεν, οἳ δὲ τὴν ποίην τὴν ἐκ τῆς γῆς ἀναφυομένην καὶ τῶν δενδρέων τὸν φλοιὸν περιλέποντες καὶ τὰ φύλλα καταδρέποντες κατήσθιον, ὁμοίως τῶν τε ἡμέρωι καὶ τῶν ἀγρίων, καὶ ἔλειπον οὐδέν· ταῦτα δ᾽ ἐποίεον ὑπὸ λιμοῦ. 

(Wherever and to whatever peoples they came, seizing their crop, they ate it. If they found no crop, they consumed the grass growing up from the land, and stripping the bark and cutting off the leaves of cultivated and wild trees alike, they ate them, and they left nothing behind: they were doing these things because they were starving.)

4. 1.17.3 τὰς δὲ οἰκίας οὐ κατέβαλλε ὁ Λυδὸς τῶνδε εἵνεκα, ὅκως ἔχοιεν ἐνθεῦτεν ὁρμώμενοι τὴν γῆν σπείρειν τε καὶ ἐργάζεσθαι οἱ Μιλήσιοι, αὐτὸς δὲ ἐκείνων ἐργαζομένων ἔχοι τι καὶ σίνεσθαι ἐσβάλλων. 

(The reason that the Lydian [i.e. Alyattes] did not throw down the houses was so that setting out from them the Milesians would plant and work the land, and he himself would have something to destroy when he invaded, since they were continuing to work.)

5. 1.22.3 ἐλπίζων γὰρ ὁ Ἀλυάττης σιτοδείην τε εἶναι ἰσχυρὴν ἐν τῇ Μιλήτῳ καὶ τὸν λεὼν τετρῦσθαι ἐς τὸ ἔσχατον κακοῦ, ἤκουε τοῦ κήρυκος νοστήσαντος ἐκ τῆς Μιλήτου τοὺς ἐναντίους λόγους ἢ ὡς αὐτὸς κατεδόκεε.

(For Alyattes, expecting that there would be a great lack of food in Miletus and that the people would be reduced to the furthest extremity of misery, was now hearing a report that contradicted this expectation from the herald who was returning from Miletus. )

6. 5.74.1 Κλεομένης δὲ ἐπιστάμενος περιυβρίσθαι ἔπεσι καὶ ἔργοισι ὑπ᾽ Ἀθηναίων συνέλεγε ἐκ πάσης Πελοποννήσου στρατόν, οὐ φράζων ἐς τὸ συλλέγει, τίσασθαι τε ἐθέλων τὸν δῆμον τὸν Ἀθηναίων καὶ Ἰσαγόρην βουλόμενος τύραννον καταστῆσαι . . . 

(Kleomenes, however, understanding that the Athenians had done him wrong in word and deed, mustered an army from the whole of the Peloponnesus, not announcing the purpose for which he mustered it, but he wanted to avenge himself on the Athenian people and was determined to set up Isagoras as tyrant . . . 

7. 5.81.2-3 Αἰγινῆται δὲ εὐδαιμονίῃ τε μεγάλῃ ἐπαερθέντες καὶ ἔχθρης παλαιῆς ἀναμνησθέντες ἐχούσης ἐς Ἀθηναίους, τότε Θηβαίων δεηθέντων πόλεμον ἀκήρυκτον Ἀθηναίοισι ἐπέφερον· [3] ἐπικειμένων γὰρ αὐτῶν Βοιωτοῖσι, ἐπιπλώσαντες μακρῇσι νηυσὶ ἐς τὴν Ἀττικὴν κατὰ μὲν ἔσυραν Φάληρον κατὰ δὲ τῆς ἄλλης παραλίης πολλοὺς δήμους, ποιεῦντες δὲ ταῦτα μεγάλως Ἀθηναίους ἐσίνοντο.
(The Aeginetans, who were excited by their great prosperity and remembered their old enmity for the Athenians, brought an unannounced war upon the Athenians at that time when the Thebans asked them for help. [3] For while the Athenians were campaigning against the Boeotians they sailed upon Attica in warships and ravaged Phaleron and many other coastal demes: and in doing these things they harmed the Athenians greatly.)
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