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The Materials of Motherhood:
Images of Generativity in Pindar’s Olympian 6

Passage 1: Olympian 6.1-4!
Xpucéag VTOGTACAVTEG €D-
el TPoBHP® Boddpov
kilovoc mg 6te Bantov uéyapov
na&opev - apyouévoo & Epyov TPOGHOTOV
xp1 Bépev TnAawyEs.

Let us set up golden columns underneath
the well-walled porch of a storeroom, as
when we build a wondrous hall; for, as the
work begins, it is necessary to make the
facade far-shining.

Passage 2: Olympian 6.29-31
@ to1 [locgwdwvt pt-

yOeica Kpovip Aéyetan
naida idmAokov Evdovay texépev.
KpOye ¢ Tapbeviay mdtva KOATOG

And it is said that [Pitana], having lain with
Poseidon, son of Kronos, gave birth to a
daughter, violet-haired Evadne. But she hid
her maidenly birthing pangs in the folds.

Passage 3: Olympian 6.39-45; 53-56
a 6& powvikdkpokov {mvay KaTodnKapévo
KAATOA T dpyvpéav, AOYLOS VIO KLOVENS
TiKTe Be6@POVH KODPOV. T PEV O YPVCOKOLOG
npaduntiv T Eieibut-

av mopéotac &v te Moipac:

NAOevV & V1O oTAGy VeV VT’ O-
diveoo’ épataig Tapog

€6 @A0g avTiKa. TOV pEV kvilopéva,

Aeime yapod -

AN’ Ev
KEKPLTITO YOp oyoive Patid T v dnepdro,
iov EavBaiot kai mapmopevPoLg d-

KTiol BePpeypévog appov
ocdpo-

And Evadne, having set aside her purple-
yellow girdle and silver pitcher underneath a
dark-blue copse, began to give birth to a
god-inspired boy. The golden-haired god
Apollo stood gentle Eileithyia and the Fates
beside her. And lamos came from her
delightful birthing pangs out of her womb
and immediately into the light. And she left
him on the ground, feeling anxious... for
lamos lay hidden in a reedbed in an
impenetrable thicket, his delicate body
soaked with the yellow and purple brightness
of violets.

Passage 4: Olympian 6.86-87
... TAék®V [ Towilov Duvov.

! Text throughout from Snell-Maehler (1971); translations my own.

Weaving a dappled/ multicolored song.
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Passage 5: Olympian 6.12-18

Aynoia, Tiv §” aivog étoipog, Ov v dikq
amo YAwooog Adpactog pavtv Oikiei-

dav ot &g Apgibpnov
@B&yEat’, émel katd yoi' on-
oV 1€ viv Kol poudipog immovg Epapyeyv.

énta & Emerto TVPAV Ve-

Kkp®V tehecBiviov Taraiovidag
gimev év OnPoict To1odToV TL ETOC”

‘TToBém oTpatiag OPOUAUOV EAG
AUPOTEPOV HAVTIV T AyoBOV Kol

dovpi papvacHat.’
Gvopl KOUOL dE0THTY TAPECTL ZVPAKOGI®.
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Hagesias, for you praise is ready, which
Adrastus once rightly proclaimed aloud
about Amphiaraus, the seer, son of Oikles,
after the earth took hold of that man himself
and his shining horses.

Then, when the corpses of seven pyres had
been extinguished, the son of Talaus spoke
some such word: “I long for the eye of my
army, both a good seer and good at fighting
with a spear.” This is true for the Syracusan
man, master of the revel.

Passage 6: Olympian 6.22
o divrig, dAra Ledéov -

on pot 66évog Nudvev,
Q Téy0g, dppa ke T &v kabapd
Bacopev dxyov, ikopai te Tpog avopdV
Kol yévog ketval yap €& k-

AV 000V ayepovedoat
TOOTOY EMIGTAVTOL. . .

O Phintis, come now and yoke for me as
quickly as possible the strength of the mules,
so that we can drive the chariot on the clear
path, and | can arrive at last before this clan
of men. For those mules, more than the
others, know how to lead the way on that
road...

Passage 7: Olympian 10.86-96

GAL" dte maig €€ ahdyov Tatpi

no0gvog Tkovtt vedTOTog TO TAALY 110N,
uaAa 6¢ ot Beppaivel AOTOTL VOOV*

gmel TAOVTOG O Aoy ®V TOEVOL

EMOKTOV AALOTPLOV

BvackovTl 6TLYEP®OTOTOC

Kol Otav Kohd {pev}EpEaig dowddg dtep,

Aynoidap’, eig Aida otabudv

avnp Tkntat, Keved mvevoag Enope pLoxdw
Bpayd Tt TEpTVOV. TiV &’ AdVLEMNG TE AVpOL

YALKOG T aOAOG Avamiooel yopv:

TPEPOVTL O 0PV KAEOC

kopon [Tepideg Aroc.

But as a son, born from a wife, is much
desired by a father, who has already come to
the opposite of youth, greatly warms his
mind with love (since his wealth falling to
the master of another home is the most
hateful thing for a dying man), just so,
Hagesidamus, when a man who has
accomplished glorious deeds comes to the
hall of Hades without a song, having lived in
vain, he has achieved some brief delight by
his effort. But upon you the sweet-singing
lyre and the sweet aulos scatter grace, and
the Pierian daughters of Zeus nourish your
broad fame.
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