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Interactive Praise of Syracusan Musical Culture in Pindar’s Olympian 1 and Bacchylides 5

1.Alleged Poetic Rivalry between Pindar and Bacchylides:

Pindar Nemean 3.80-82

€671 8' AiETOC MKVG &V TOTAVOIG, Swift is the eagle among birds, which suddenly
0¢ EMafev atya, TNAOOE PETAUOIOUEVOC, seizes, as it searches from afar, the bloodied
daovov dypav Toociv: prey in its talons, while the cawing jackdaws
KPayETol & KOAO101 TOTEVE VELOVTOL range down below (Transl. Race 1997)

(Scholia to Nem.3.143= Dr.iii62 ):

o1 6¢ avrtiteyvol Lov KoAo101C £0iKkao1, KPaVYALOVTEG LOVOV KOl TATEVA VELOUEVOL, OV dVVOVTOL
8¢ SraipecOar gic Dyoc. dokel 82 Tadra Teively eig BaxyvAhidny: Ny yap vpopacig avToig
P0G AAMIAOVG. ToPAPAAAEL OE ADTOV UEV AET®, KOAOLD 0& BaiyvAionv.

“My rivals in craft are like jackdaws, only shouting out aloud and living in low regions. They
cannot lift themselves up into sublimity”. This appears to refer to Bacchylides. For they had
feelings of ill will against each other. He compares himself to an eagle, and Bacchylides to a
jackdaw.”

Pindar Olympian .2.86-88 1

GOPOC O TOALD E10MG L

paBovTeg 08 Adfpot

TAYYA®GO1Q KOPOKES DG AKPOVTA YOPLET®V
AWO¢ Tpdg dpviyo Belov

The wise man knows many things innately. But
those who have learned chatter garrulously, like
two crows do in vain, when they face the divine
bird of Zeus

(Scholia to OI.2.154c= Dr. iii98-99.):
amoteivetal 0 mPog TOV BakyvAionv: yE€yove yap avT@ AvVTay®OVIGTIG TPOTOV TIVA Kod €I TO
aOTd KaOfKeY

He alludes to Bacchylides. For Bacchylides is his competitor in a certain way and fits these
very same criteria

(Scholia to Olympian.2.157a=iii 99 Dr):
010V, O KOPAKES TPOG AETOV AVTIRodVTES 0UTMG 01 LaBdvTeg TPOG TOV PVGEL GOPHV. aivitTeTm
Boaxyviionv kol Zip@vionyv, £00vtov ALYV AETOV, KOPUKAG 08 TOVS AVTITE(VOLG

Because, like crows shrieking back at an eagle, just so do learned people address the man who is
wise by nature. He alludes Bacchylides and Simonides, calling himself an eagle, and them
who rival him in craft, crows

! Translations of Pindar are based on Race 1997. Translations of Bacchylides are based on Campbell 2006.
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2. Musical Culture at Hieron’s court in Syracuse: Hosting Poets

Simonides: Praise

Athenaeus 14.656e: “Simonides was in fact a true cheapskate and a moneygrubber, according to
Chamaeleon. In Syracuse, for example, Hieron used to send him lavish supplies to cover his day-
to-day needs, but Simonides sold most of what he was sent and kept only a tiny portion for
himself.” (Translation, Olson 2007 Loeb)

Scholia to Theocritus 1.65/66a

Aetna is a mountain in Sicily, named after Aitne, daughter of Okeanos and Gaia, as Alkimos
explains in his History of Sicily (FGrHist 560 F 5). Simonides recounts that Aitne settled a
dispute between Hephaistos and Demeter concerning whom the territory belonged to.
(Translation, Poltera 2008)

Scholia to Pindar, Olympian 2 (with Morgan 2015): Simonides reconciles Hieron with Theron of
Akragas (dubious?)

Aeschylus: Drama

Evidence for travel to Sicily:

“Vita Aeschyli’ in the codices MBVQ of Aeschylus, paragraphs 8-11,17, 18, (alleged motives for
Aeschylus’ departure(s) from Athens)

Plutarch, Vita Cimonis 8, 483 f; De Exilio 13-14, 604e-605b. see further Herington 1967: 82-85

1. Between Spring 472 and Spring 467: Production of ‘Persae’ at Hieron’s invitation in Syracuse
‘omovddcavtog Tépwvog’ (Testimonia no. 6- Herington)

2. Production of Aitnaiai in connection with Hieron’s founding of Aetna (476?)- date for
foundation given by Diodorus

“he went to Syracuse at the time Hieron was founding Aitna and he put on the Aitnai auguring a
good life for those settling the city”

Macrobius, Saturnalia 5.19.24: quoting from Aeschylus Aitnaia (supposedly) - quote alludes to a
pair of Sicilian deities- Paliki

A. What name then will mortals give to them?

B. Zeus bids [us] to call them the holy Palici.

A. And does the name of the Palici remain well chosen?

B. Yes, for they have returned from the darkness into the light.

3. Aristophanes scholium to Peace 73 notes Aeschylus’ knowledge of big beetles that frequented
Mt. Aetna

Epicharmus: Comedy

Scholia to Pindar, Pythian 1(99a): Epicharmus’ “Islands” alludes to Hieron preventing Anaxlias
of Rhegion’s destruction of Western Locri

Scholion to Aeschylus’ Eumenides (626 = Epicharm. PCG fr. 221): Epicharmus ridiculed him
for his frequent use of the verb tipaieeiv (“honor™),
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Surviving Titles of 3 plays: Persians Epinikios Choreuontes

Logos and Logina: Alluding to Pindar’s Olympian 1?

Fragment 76 (PCG)

—Zeus invited me to a banquet (g’eranon) he’s giving for Pelops.
—That’s really terrible food, my friend, a crane (geranos).

—I didn’t say a crane (geranon), I said a banquet

Xenophanes: Philosophy, Rhapsody

Plutarch (Mor.175b-c): DK 21B11: Hiero, who succeeded Gelon in the tyranny, said he was not
disturbed by any that freely spoke against him. To Xenophanes the Colophonian, who said he
had much ado to maintain two servants, he replied: But Homer, whom you disparage, maintains
above ten thousand, although he is dead.

He fined Epicharmus the comedian, for speaking unseemly when his wife was by.

Elegy 1 (stressing sumptuous equipment and improving discourse: DK 21B1): linked to
sympotic context in Hieron’s palace

Pindar:
Epinicia Hyporchemata Encomia
Olympian 1, Pythian 1, 2, 3  Fr.105ab(scholia to Nemean 7.1), Fr. 106 ~ 124d, Philodemus on
music
125 Athenaeus
126
Bacchylides:
Epinicia Encomia
Odes 3,4,5 20C

3. Explanations for Verbal, Semantic & Thematic overlap in poems for Hieron’s Keles
victory at 476 BCE (Olympian 1 & Bacchylides 5):

1. “‘Accidental’ - Bacchylides and Pindar are good praise poets. They know how to praise Hieron
“instinctively”.

2. Praise mandated by commissioner: Hieron gave orders (orally? in writing? herald/epistle?)

3. Poets attending each other’s earlier performances (e.g. Pindar’s Pythian 6 at Akragas, 490
BCE, Dithyrambic competitions at Athens)

4. Face-to-Face interaction between Pindar and Bacchylides (e.g. meeting at Panhellenic
festivals, Hieron’s court, Macedonian court - Bacchylides frg. 20 & Pindar frg. 120 both for
Alexander, son of Amyntas)
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3A. Encomiastic Verbal Overlap in 476 BCE

Bacchylides 5.1-16

Ebpope [Z]vpok[ocim]v
inmodvnTeV otpata[y]é,

yvoorn Hev [fJootepavav

Motcdv yAvk[0]0wpov dyaipa, 1OV ye VOV
al Tig Emyboviov, op-

0dg ppéva &' e00VdK[0]vV

ATPEN AUTOVCOG PLEPLUVAY

dedp' <&y abpnoov vow-

7 obvv Xapiteoot Babvlmvorlg Ved-
vag buvov amo (abéag

vacov EEvog LUETEPOAV

néumel kKAeévvay €¢ TOAMY,
ypuoapmvkoc Ovpaviog

KAewOg Bepdmmv: €0€het

d€ yapuv €Kk oTnOE®V YWV

aivelv Tépova.

Pindar, Olympian 1, 103-111
némofa o¢ EEvov

V' dpedtepa KaA®V te WOpLv Té-
po kol SOV KUPLOTEPOV

TAV Y€ VOV KALTAIO1 SOUOOAMGEUEY DUVOV TTUYOIC.

0e0¢ €mitpomog £V Te0iot UNdETOL

&xov TodTt0 KAdog, Tépwv,

uepipvaiotv: i 8¢ un tayL Aimot,

&t yAvkotépav Kev EATopon

oLV Gppatt Bod KAET-

Eewv €mikovpov LPAV OOV AOY®V

nap' evdeishov A0V Kpdviov. £poi pév av
Moica kaptepdtatov BEAOG AAKE TPEPEL

Musical Connoisseurship + Sole Rulership:

CAMWS, Archaic Greek Poetry: Pindar
03/25/2022

Well-destined general of the
horse-whirled Syracusans, you
will know a sweet gift of
adornment of the violet crowned
Muses, if any mortal on earth
now does, aright. Calmly rest
from care your mind straight in
its justice, and look this way with
your mind. Having woven a song
of praise with the help of the
deep-girdled Graces, a guest-
friend sends it from a holy island
to your famous city, a renowned
servant of Urania with her golden
snood. He wishes to pour his
voice from his breast and praise
Hieron

For I am confident that there is no
other host both more expert in noble
pursuits and more lordly in power
alive today to embellish in famous
folds of hymns. A god acting as
guardian makes this his concern,
Hieron, for your aspirations. | hope to
celebrate an even sweeter success
with a speeding chariot, having found
a helpful road of words when coming
to Cronus’ sunny hill. And now for
me the Muse tends the strongest
weapon in defense

01.1.103-4: EEvov pn Tv' AUEOTEPO. KAAGY TE 10pLY Tap0 Kol SOVERLY KUPLATEPOV
B.5.2-6: etpata[y]é... yvdon... Mowedy yAvk[V]dwpov dyaipe tdv ye viv ai Tig EmyBoviov,

opOdS ).

Poetry as finely woven hymns for Hieron :

01.1.105 sadarmoéuey dDuvov troyaic; B.5.9-10 vepdvag tuvov

Conventional Xenia: Ol.1.103 &vov; B.5.11 Eévog

Glorification inspired by the Muse(s):

01.1.110-112: &xmopan oOv Gppatt Bod KAEEELY .... £poi... Moloa kaptepdtotov PELOg GAKE Tpépet
B.5:11-14:&évoc vuetépav /méumel KAEEVVaY £ mOMV/ypucaumvuikog Ovpaviag /kiewvog Oepdnwv
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3B. Interactive Praise of Musical Culture at Syracuse

Pindar, Olympian 1.7-17

und' Oivpumiog dydva EEPTEPOV AVIAGOUEY
60ev 6 TOAVPATOG VUVOC AUEIPAAAETOL
cOPMV UNTIEGT1, KEAUOETY

Kpdvou maid' &g apvedv ikopévoug

pdxapav Tépovog éotiav,

Oepioteliov 0¢ AUQEETEL OKATTOV &V TOAVUNA®
YuceMq OpEmV PEV KOPLPOS APETAV Gmo TOGAY,
ayAdaileton o€ Kol

LOVOKAG €V ADT,

oio mailopev gilav

dvopeg auel Oapd tpanelav.

Travelling Poets/Travelling poetry:
Olympian 1.8-11

60ev 0 moAVQaTOG VUvog ApEPaAiieTon
GOPMOV UNTIEGGL, KEAUOETY

Kpovov naid' &g dpveay ikopévoug
paxapay ITépmvog éotiav

Poetic Agalmata:

Olympian 1.14-17
ayraiCeTon 0¢ kol
HOVGIKAG £V AMOTW,

oio moilopev gidov

dvopeg auel Oapd tpamelov

Justice, Kingship, Music, Hesiod:

Olympian 1.12

Ogpoteiov OG AUEETEL GKATTOV £V TOAVUNA®
YakeMa

Theogony 81-86

ovriva Ty eovot Adg kodpat peydaoto
YEWOUEVOV TE 10G1 O10TPEPEMV Pacifoy,

@ PEV €L YAOGGT YAVKEPT|VY YelovoLy £€pony,
10D 0' &ne' €k oTONATOG PET petdya: ol 0€ vv Aaol
TAVTES £G AVTOV OpDOL draKkpivovTa OEpoTog
ifginol diknowv

nor let us proclaim a contest greater
than Olympia. From there comes the
famous hymn that encompasses the
thoughts of wise men, who have come
in celebration of Cronus’ son to the
rich and blessed hearth of Hieron, who
wields the rightful scepter in flock-rich
Sicily. He culls the summits of all
achievements and is also glorified in
the finest songs, such as those we men
often perform in play about the
friendly table

Bacchylides 5.10-12:

1 Vv Xapiteoot Badvldvoig VEd-
vag Opvov amo Cabsag

vVacov EEVOG LUETEPOLY

nEpmel Kiefvvay £¢ moy,
ypuodumvkog Ovpaviag

KAEWVOG Ogpdmv

Bacchylides 5.3-5
yvoon pev [iJoote@dvmv
Mowoav yrvk[V]dompov
ayaipo, TOV yE VOV
ai Tig Emyboviwv, op-
0d¢
Bacchylides 5.6-7...14-16
opéva &' evBvouK[o]v
aTpép' GumTAvoOg HEPLUVAN...
€0€ler

0¢ Yyapov £k otnOV YEmv
Oivelv

Theogony 94-103:

€K Yap 101 Moveémv kai £knPorlov ATOAA®VOG
avopeg aordol £acty £mi ¥Oova kal kibapiorai,

€k 8¢ Arog Paciiijeg 6 &' 6AProg, dvtiva Modoar
QlAOVTOL YAVKEP Ol GT0 OTORATOS PEEL LVOT).

el yap 11 Kol mévBog Exwv veokndét Bopd

alnton kpadinv dxoynUevoS, aOTap Go1d0g
Moveamv Bgpdnov kielo Tpotépwv AvOpOT®V
vpvieel pakapdc te Bgovg ol ‘OAvpmov Eyovoty,

oiy' & ye dVGPPOSVVEMVY EMANBETOL 0V3E TL KLV
pépvnran toxémg O mopstpane dMdpa Bedwv.

5
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81-86: Whomever among Zeus-nourished kings the daughters of great Zeus honor and behold
when he is born, they pour sweet dew upon his tongue, and his words flow soothingly from his
mouth. All the populace look to him as he decides disputes with straight judgments.

94-103: For it is from the Muses and far-shooting Apollo that men are poets upon the earth
and lyre players, but it is from Zeus that they are kings; and that man is blessed, whomever the
Muses love, for the speech flows sweet from his mouth. Even if someone who has
unhappiness in his newly anguished spirit is parched in his heart with grieving, yet when a poet,
servant of the Muses, sings of the glorious deeds of people of old and the blessed gods who
possess Olympus, he forgets his sorrows at once and does not remember his anguish at all;

for quickly the gifts of the goddesses have turned it aside (Most 2018)

4. Musical Chariot rides

Bacchylides 5.176-186

Aevkoreve Kaimona,

6TOCOV EVTOINTOV dppa

avtod Ala te Kpovidav

vpvnoov ‘Oropmov apyayov Oedv,
OV T dKopovTopoay Ak-

oeov, [IEhomog te Piav,

kal Ilicav £vO 0 Kheevvog

[ro]oot vikdooag dpoum

[qA0]ev Depévikog <éc> edmOHpyoVg Zvpa-
Koéooag TéEpovt Epmv
[€0d]apoviag TéETaov.

Olympian 1.106-112

0e0¢ énitpomog Vv Tediot pndeTon

&xov ToTt0 Kadog, Tépmv,

uepipvaiotv: i 8¢ un tayd Aimot,

&t yAvkotépay Kev EAopan

oLV dppati 00® KAET-

Eetv Emikovpov ELPAV 000V LOY®V

nop' evdeichov M0V Kpéviov. £poi pév dv
Moioca kaptepoToToV PELOS AAKE TPEPEL

White-armed Calliope, halt your well-
made chariot here: sing in praise of
Zeus, son of Cronus, Olympian, ruler
of gods, and of Alpheus, tireless
stream, and of the might of Pelops, and
of Pisa, where famous Pherenicus sped
to victory in the race and so returned
to well-towered Syracuse bringing
Hiero the leaves of good fortune.

A god acting as guardian makes this
his concern: to devise means,
Hieron, for your aspirations, and
unless he should suddenly depart, |
hope to celebrate an even sweeter
success with a speeding chariot,
having found a helpful road of
words when coming to Cronus’
sunny hill. And now for me the
Muse tends the strongest weapon
In assistance
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