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The ode: for Timasarchus (laudandus), son of Timocritus (deceased) and nephew of Callicles (deceased)
Début performance: Aegina, late 470s (likely), Aeolic meter (monostrophic, in twelve stanzas)

Thesis: Nemean Four self-consciously descends into Hades, with a carefully crafted song for Callicles
that serves the ode’s rhetorical program: commemoration (of the dead) leads to canonization (of the poet).

Stanza | Passage Text (Snell 1987) Translation (Original)
"AP1oTOC EDPPOGHVE, TOVOV KEKPIUEVMV 1 | Festivity is the best doctor for toils that have
ioTpdg al 6 copai ended. Songs, the wise daughters of the
Motodv 60yatpeg dowdai OEAEav viv dmtoueval. | Muses, charm him with their touch.

l. A 00d¢ Oeppov HOdwp OG0V Ye poAbaka TedyEL And warm water does not make the limbs
lines yvia, TO6G0V EDAOYIO EOpULYYL GuVAopog. 5 | as tender as praise accompanied by the lyre.

1-8 prina &’ épyudrav ypovidtepov Plotedet, Longer than deeds lives that word

6 11 ke oLV Xapitov Toyq which the tongue, along with the Graces’ good fortune,

YA®ooo Ppevog £EELot Babeiag. may draw forth from the deep mind.

16 pot Bépev Kpovida te Al kai Nepéa 9 | Let this be the hymn’s prelude, the one to be set down by

Tipacbpyov te TOAY me for Zeus the son of Cronus, and for Nemea, and for the

Duvov mpok®dpov €in° dé€aito 8’ Aiakiddv wrestling of Timasarchus. May the well-towered citadel of
B. nomupyov £doc, dikg Eevapkél Kovov the Aeacidae, common light for stranger-aiding justice,

. eéyyog. €1 6’ &t Lapevel Tywdkprrog GAim receive it. But if Timocritus, your father, were still being
lines 60¢ matnp £0dAneto, Towkilov kiBapilov warmed by the mighty sun, then he, playing his intricate
9-16 Bapd ke, T®de péret KAMOELG, 15 | lyre while leaning on this melody, would have often

viov [Bgk. for ms duvov] kelddnoe kailivikov | celebrated his triumphant son...

Osovdpidaiot 6 deryvinv aE6Awv 73 | For the Theandridai, | have come under contract
Kapv& Etoipog ERav as a ready herald of limb-strengthening contests
Ovivpmig te kai ToOpol Nepéq te ouvOépevog, | at Olympia, at Isthmia and also at Nemea.

X. C. &vBa melpav Eyovteg oikade KAuTOKAPT®V When they make an attempt there, not without garlands of
lines, oV véovt’ Gvev otephvmv, matpav v’ dxovopev, | glorious fruit do they return home, where we hear,
73-80 Tipdocopye, Te0v ETVIKIOWGY GO100IG Timasarchus, that your family is devoted

npomoov Eupeval. £l 8¢ Tot to victory songs. But, surely, if you
uatpo w Ett KoAMkAel kelevelg 80 | bid me to raise for your maternal uncle, Callicles,
otdAiav Oépev Iapiov AiBov Agvkotépav: a pillar whiter than Parian marble—
0 XPLOOG EYOUEVOS refined gold
avyag £deiéev andoag, Huvog 88 Tdv ayabdv shows forth all splendors, but a hymn of good
XI. D. gpyuatmv Pactledotv icodainove, TevyEL deeds makes a mortal equal in fortune to
lines, QAT KEVOG A’ Axépovtt varetdov Euav 85 | Kings—Iet that man, who dwells on the shores of Acheron,

81-88 yAdooav gvpétm kehadijty, Opcotpraiva find my voice, loudly singing of where he, in the
v’ v aydvi BoapukTdTon contest of the heavy-sounding Wielder of the Trident,
0dince Kopwbioig cedivoig teemed with Corinthian garlands.

E. arovovtt ot yBovig epevi In some way, they (= &tepot hayovteg Aidav /

(P.5.101)

Baoéeg igpot, 11.96-7) hear with their chthonic mind...
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