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Like a Father More Than a Tyrant: Romulus as Paradigm in Appian’s Roman History'

1. Phot. Bzbl. 57: 6 np®dtog ktiotg te Poung xai
OIKLOTNG Yeyov®g, dpSag te IaTpkdg PaAoV 1
TOPAVVIKAG, Sp®G E0pdyT, §| dg GANOt paoty,
neaviod).

The first became both founder and settler of Rome

and though he ruled like a father more than a tyrant,
he was nevertheless was murdered or, as others say,

disappeared.

2. Dion. Hal. Ant. Rom. 2.56.3: Bapvg 01 kai
avBadng eivat 50ket Kai TV 4PXTV QUKETL

Bao\k®dg GANY TOPAVVIKOTEPOV EEAyELY.

He seemed now to be overbearing and arrogant, and

to be exercising his power no longer like a king but
more like a tyrant.

3. Cic. Rep. 1.65: cum rex iniustus esse coepit, perit
illud ilico genus, et est idem ille tyrannus,
deterrimum genus et finitimum optimo.

The moment a king begins to be unjust, that type [of
government| perishes, and that same man is now a
tyrant, the worst type in close proximity to the best.

App. Pun. 27.112: napavopov 8’ dvtog kai TdV
VIATOV IPOPEPOVIMV AVTOIG TOV VOHOV,
EATIAPOLV Kai EVEKELVTO, KAl EKEKPAYEOAV €K TOV
ToMiov kai PopoAov vopmv tov dijpov eivat
KOPLOV TAV GpXALPeOIDV, KAl TV IMEPT avTOV
VOp®V aKopodV fj Kopodv dv £0eNotev.

Although this was illegal and the consuls were
presenting them the law, they persisted and pressed
hard, and exclaimed that, based on the laws of Tullius
and Romulus, the people were the ones authorized to
elect magistrates, and they could annul or ratify what
they wished pertaining to these laws.

5. App. BC 1.13.1: T'paxyog 6¢ peyahavyodpevog
¢mi Td vope vrod tod mrifoug ola 67 kriotng ov
Pdig TOAeG 0VOE £VOG YEVOLG, GAAL TIAVTI®V, doa
év Ttalig £€0vr), £¢ TV oiKiaV MApPEeMEPIIETO.

Gracchus, greatly acclaimed for his law by the
multitude as though he were the founder not of a
single city or race, but of all the nations in Italy, was
escorted to his home.

6. App. BC 1.16.1: xav t®0¢ 1@ K0OOI® MOANOL TE
tdv [pakyeiov kat I'pdxyog avtog, eilodpevog
epi 10 iepov, avnpédn xatda Tag Bvpag mapd Tovg
1OV BacMé@V GvOplavIdag. Kai mIAaviag avtovg

VOKTOG £GEppryayv &ig t0 pedpa Tod moTapod.

And in the mélée many of the Gracchans and
Gracchus himself, who was seized in the
neighborhood of the temple and killed by the

entrance next to the statues of the kings And that
night they threw them all into the stream of the river.

7. App. BC 1.17: xai np®tov v €KkAnoig t00e
000G yevopevov ov StéAey, aiet Tivog opoiov
YLYVOHEVOL TTAPG PEPOG.

And this pollution, the first to occur in the public
assembly, did not leave a long interval, but similar
things kept occurring periodically.

8. App. BC 2.114: xwpiov 8’ émevooov 10
PovAevtr)plov dg TGV POLAELTAV, &l Kai pn
npopdabotev, mpobvpwmg, dte idotev 10 £pyov,
ovvemAnyouevey, d kxai nept Popvlov

T0PAVVIKOV €K Baot\ koD yevopevov ENEyeTo

(010) VAat.

They were considering the senate house as the
location on the grounds that the senators, even if
they had no foreknowledge, when they saw the deed,
would join in on it eagerly, which was being said to

have also happened in the case of Romulus after he
turned from kingly to tyrannical.

! All translations are my own.
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9. App. BC 2.18.127: 0i 6¢ xabapatepot 10 pev The cleaner ones were revolted by the deed as a

EPYOV (G 8yog AITEOTPEPOVTO, aidol O peyalmv sacrilege, but out of respect for the great houses did

oK@V meplo®felv avtovg OVK EKMALOY, not oppose granting them impunity, yet they were

NYAVAKTOOV O¢, &l Kai TIHI)00VOLV (MG EVEPYETALG,. annoyed at the prospect of also honoring them as
benefactors.

10. App. BC 2.7: Kdtewvog 8™ adtov kai oartépa When Cato addressed him as father of the fatherland

g matpidog mpooayopedoavtog nefonoev 6 the people shouted in approval. And some think that
Ofipog. xai dokel Towy 1ide 1) evPrpia arrod this honorific had begun with Cicero and devolved
Kwépavog ap&apévn mepteAdeiv £¢ dv viv upon those of our current emperors who prove

avToKPATOP®V TOVG Ppatvopévoug aSiong: ovde yop worthy of it. For this is not decreed to them,
Toi00g, Kaimep ovot Bacthedory, evbog am’ dpxig although they are kings, right from the beginning

dpa taig A aig énwvoptatg, GAAG oDV XpOve along with their other titles, but with time and
poNg fide, ig evtelng £t peytotolg &M paptopia,  difficulty, since it is the ultimate testimony of great
yneiletat. things.

11. App. prf. 6: Laiog 1e Kaioap dmep tovg toTe And Gaius Caesar, having prevailed over his
dvvaotedoag, Kai TV fyepoviav Kpatovapevog Te  contemporaties, both strengthened his authority and

Kai dtabepevog € LAAKNV AOPAAT], TOV pév established it in firm security, preserving the form
oxfipa tiig moAttetag Kai 1o dvopa é@vAade, and name of the constitution, but imposing himself
povapyov 8’ £avtov énéotnoe nool kai gotwv #18ef  as a monarch over all. And this government up till
LX) PEYOL VIV D@ £Vi & U ' ; now has been under a single ruler, whom they do not

00 Aéyovoy, ®¢ £y® Vopilw, TOV §pKov say are kings, out of reverence, I think, for the
aidovpevot 1ov naAat, avTokpdatopag 8¢ ancient oath, but call emperors.

ovoualoooty.

Selected Bibliography

Angelova, D. 2015. Sacred Founders: Women, Men, and Gods in the Discourse of Imperial Founding, Rome to Byzantinm Berkeley.

Bucher, G. S. 2000. “The Origins, Program, and Composition of Appian’s Roman History.” T APA 130: 411-458.

Burkert, W. 1962. “Caesar und Romulus-Quirinus.” Historia: Zeitschrift fiir Alte Geschichte 11.3: 356-376.

Earl, D. C. 1965. “Tiberius Gracchus’ Last Assembly.” Azhenaeum 43: 95-105.

Pagan, V. E. 2004. Conspiracy Narratives in Roman History. Austin.

Pelling, C. 2002. “Plutarch’s Caesar: A Caesar for the Caesars?” In P. A. Stadter & L. Van der Stockt (eds.), Sage and Emperor: Plutarch,
Greek Intellectuals, and Roman Power in the Time of Trajan (98-117 A.D.) Leuven: 213-276.

Stetbenc Erker, D. 2020. “Narrations on Epiphany and Deification: Romulus’ Deification.” In M. C. Pimentel, A. M. Léio, N.
Simoes Rodrigues & R. Furtado (eds.), Augustan Papers: New Approaches to the Age of Augustus on the Bimillennium of his Death. Zirich:
133-161.

Stone, M. 2015. “Tiberius Gracchus and the Nations of Italy” In K. Welch (ed.), Appian’s Roman History: Empire and Civil War.
Swansea: 221-234.

Swist, J. 2021. “From Romulus Conditor to Hadrianus Angustus: Livy’s Seven Kings of Rome in Florus” In O. Devillers & B. B.
Sebastiani (eds.), Sources et modeles des historiens anciens. 11. Bordeaux: 341-355.

Tweedie, F. 2015. “Appian’s Characterisation of Scipio Aemilianus.” In K. Welch (ed.), Appian’s Roman History: Empire and Civil War.
Swansea: 169-184.

Worthington, I. 1989. “The Death of Scipio Aemilianus.” Hermes 117.2: 253-256.



