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READING SAPPHO IN THE PANDEMIC

JAPPHO 98

Text, Page ; translation, Lombardo 2016)
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for my mother once told me

that in her youth it was considered elegant
for a girl to put her hair up
in a purple headband—indeed it was—

but for the girl with hair more golden-red
than a flaming torch it was better
to do it up in wreaths of blooming flowers.

Recently an embroidered headband
from Sardis

But, Kleis, I don’t know where to get
an embroidered headband for you.
the Mytilenean, though

to get
embroidery

reminders of
exile of Cleanax’s sons

dreadful loss
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