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Immortal Textiles and Immortals’ Textiles: Death, Salvation, and Fabric in Odyssey 5

1. Calypso gives Odysseus provisions, “fragrant” clothes

TO O dpa TTEUTITW TTEUTT &0 vijoou dia KaAuyw,
giyatd 7 auiéoaca Buwdea kai Aovoaoa. (Od. 5.263-4)

And on the fifth day, shining/divine Calypso sent [Odysseus] away from the island,
having washed him and thrown fragrant clothes around him.

2. Dunked in the sea, Odysseus is weighed down by the gifted clothes
TOV O’ Gp’ UTTORpPUXa BfiKe TTOAUV Xpdvov, oud’ ¢duvaadn

aipa PAA’ avoxedéelv peydAou UTTO KUPATOS OPUAC:
gipara yap o’ €Bdpuve, 1d oi mépe dia Kahuww. (Od. 5.319-321)

But for a long time [the waves] held [Odysseus] underwater, and he wasn’t able to lift
himself up very quickly under the assault of a great wave, for the clothes weighed him
down, the clothes that shining/divine Calypso gave to him.

3. Ino Leucothea tells him to take off the clothes and don her veil

giyara TalT’ dmmodug oxedinv avéuoial @épeadal

KAANITT ...

1A O¢, 100¢ KPNdeUvoV UTTO OTEPVoIo Tavuoaoal

AauBpotov: oUdE Ti ToI TTaBEEIv O€0g o0Ud’ aTToAéaBal. (Od. 5.343-4; 346-7)

“Having taken off these clothes, leave your raft to be born by the winds... But here,
stretch this veil around your chest—it’s immortal. And there will be no fear for you to
suffer, nor will you die.”

4. Book 7: Odysseus recounts the events of Book 5 (here, the scenes of entry 1, above)

TTEUTTE & £TTi OXEDING TTOAUDETHOU, TTOAAG O’ EQWKE,
oiTov kai YéBu NOU, kai duBpota eiuata E0oey,
oUpov d¢ TTpoénkev ATHHOVE Te Alapdv Te. (Od. 7.264-266)

“And she sent on the strongly-fastened raft many things that she gave me: food and
sweet wine, and she clothed [me] in immortal clothes, and sent forth a fair wind, benign
and warm.”
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Immortal Clothes

5. Zeus, following the death of Sarpedon:

7.

‘...TIOAAOV aTTd PO PEPwV Aoloov TTOTaWOoIO POofiol

Xpioov T’ auPpoain, Tepi &’ duBpoTa €ipata E000V:

...EvBd € TapyUooual kaaiyvnToi T €11 TE

TUMBW TE OTAAN TE: TO Yap vépag éoTi Bavéviwy.’ (Il. 16.669-70; 674-5)

“.. bathe [Sarpedon] in the streams of the river and anoint him with ambrosia, and put
immortal clothes around him ...there, his kinsmen and clansmen will bury him with a
tomb and a gravestone, for this is what is due to the dead.”

Description of the aftermath of Achilles’ death:

auei 8¢ o’ €otnoav kolpal dAiolo yEPovTog

oikTp’ dAogpupdueval, Trepi &' duBpoTa eipyata Eéooav.
... OKTWKAIOEKATN &’ EDOMEV TTUPI. ..

Kaico 8’ €v T' €00RATI BV Kai AAEIPATI TTOAAD

Kai JENITI YAUKEPQ:

(Od. 24.58-9; 65)

“And around you, [Achilles], stood the daughters of the old man of the sea, crying
miserably, and they put immortal clothes around [you] ...and on the eighteenth day [of
mourning] we gave [you] to the fire...”

Athena and Hermes’ sandals:

W¢ €imodo’ UTTO TToaoiv £€droaTo KaAd TTESIAQ,

auBpdoia xpuaoeia, T@ YIv Epov AUEV €@’ Uypnv
No’ &€ ameipova yaiav dua Tvoifig avépolo. (Od. 1.96-98; cf. Il. 24.341-42, Od. 5.44-45)

Having spoken thus, [Athena] strapped beautiful sandals under her feet, immortal and
golden, which carried her both over wet places and over the boundless land with the
breeze of the wind.
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Table: “Immortal” textiles and clothing items in the lliad and Odyssey

Text Location ‘immortal” adj. | textile/clothing item associated divinity/character(s)

Il. 2.446-7 abavdarnv aiyid’ “aegis” Athena (bearer)

Il. 5.338 auppdaiog ETTAOG, “cloak” Aphrodite (bearer)

. 14.178 auBpdaiov €avag, “robe” Hera (bearer), Athena (creator)

Il. 16.670 and 680 auppota gipara, “clothes” | Sarpedon (bearer); Apollo (gifter)

II. 17.194 and 202 duBpota TeUXEQ, “armor” Hector (current bearer; Achilles and
Patroclus, former bearers)

Il. 21.507 auppdaiog €avog, “robe” Leto (bearer)

Il. 24.341 [formula, cf. | GuBpdoIa médiAa, “sandals” | Hermes (bearer)

Od. 1 & 5]

Od. 1.97 [formula, cf. | auBpoaia médIAQ, “sandals” | Athena (bearer)

Il. 24 & Od. 5]

Od. 5.44-45 [formula, | auBpooia médIAa, “sandals” Hermes (bearer)

cf. Il. 24 and Od. 1]

Od. 5.346-347 auppotov kpndepvov, “veil” | Ino Leucothea (bearer, gifter);
Odysseus (bearer)

Od. 7.259 and 264 | auppoTa €ipara, “clothes” | Calypso (gifter); Odysseus
(bearer)

Od. 10.221 duBpoTov ioTov, “loom” Circe (creator)

Od. 24.58 auppota gipata, “clothes” | Achilles (bearer); daughters of

the old man of the sea (gifters)

Focus Passages

Key:

aupporta gipara/kpndepvoy, ‘immortal clothes/veil’

auPBpoaia médiAa, ‘immortal sandals’

other ‘immortal’ items
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