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1. Palaephatus’ Interpretive Principles

I.  The Historicity of Myth: all enduring stories originate from historical fact.

ii. The Continuity of Nature: anything which does not exist today, did not exist before and
will not exist in the future. Alternatively, anything which existed in the past exists now

and will exist in the future.

2. Palaephatus, On Incredible Tales 1. 3-7

&l T1g ovV meibetan TolodToV YevécHat
Onpiov, advvatov: obte yap dAAmg ai
@VoELg COLPMVOL oV Kol dvopdc, ovTe
1) TPOPT| Opoia, OVTE d10L GTOUATOG Kol
@apvyyog avlpwmeiov dvvatov inmov
TPOPNV SEABETV. €1 8¢ TohTN 1€ TOTE
v, koi vOv av vmipye.

3. Palaephatus, On Incredible Tales 2. 34-6

0 veaviag dpvypa Babd Tomoag
kaOeipEev £avtov gig Ekelvo. EvBa dvti
avTd TOV PEV GAAOV YpdvoV
gioePaAlovio TpoPato kol alyac, koi &n
olrtovpevog: omoTe 8¢ Mivag dvOpmmov
npovieto tpwpnoachal, TOVLT®
KaOePyUEVD &V TQ OIKNUATL EIGETEUTE,
Kol oUTMOC AvnpETTO.

4. Palaephatus, On Incredible Tales 13. 5-12

NV 82 8v 16 GvTpe €OV AéovTog Koi
Aeaivng, ot 01, AKOVGOVTEG POVC,
€€eABoVTEG EuminTovct Toic mepl
ATaAdvTnV Kol avalpodoty ovTovc. PETH
0¢ xpOvoV 10D AéovTog Kai TG Aeaivng
€€elBovTOV, 100vVTEG TOVLTOVC Ol
oLYKLVNYETOOVTEC T@ Methavimve,
£60&av avTovg €ig Tadta T (Mo
petaPAnOfvar. eioBaAlovieg ovv €ig TV
oMy Stepnulov o¢ ol mepi ATaAGvVTV
[kai Methaviova] gig Aéovtag
petePAnOncay.

Even if someone believes that such a beast
existed, it is impossible. For the natures of a
horse and of a human are certainly not
compatible, nor are their foods the same. What
a horse eats could not pass through the mouth
and throat of a man. And if there ever was
such a shape, it would also exist today.

The young man dug a deep trench and shut
himself inside it. Staying here for the rest of
his life, they threw sheep and goats to him and
he survived by eating them. And whenever
Minos wanted to take vengeance on a person,
he sent him into the man who was shut up in
his house, and in this way he was executed.

But in the cave there was a marriage bed of a
lion and a lioness, who, hearing a noise, came
out and fell on Atalanta and her companion
and killed them. Later, when the lion and the
lioness left [the cave], Melanion’s hunting
companions, seeing them, thought that they
had been transformed into these animals.
Then, they hurried to the city and made it
known that Atalanta and Melanion had been
transformed into lions.


http://stephanus.tlg.uci.edu.proxy.lib.umich.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
http://stephanus.tlg.uci.edu.proxy.lib.umich.edu/help/BetaManual/online/SB.html
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