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Omnis amans

Omnis amans:  A Curious Military Career

	1) Ovid, Amores I. 9. 1-2:

militat omnis amans, et habet sua castra Cupido;

     Attice, crede mihi, militat omnis amans:


	Every lover is a soldier, and Cupid has a camp of his own; 

Atticus, believe me, every lover is a soldier. 

(trans. Showerman)



	2) CIL 4.3149

MILITAT OMNES


	near entrance of house IX 2. 16

	3) Cicero, de Senectute 50

quam gaudebat Bello suo Punico Naevius, quam Truculento Plautus, quam Pseudolo!
	How Naevius loved his Punic War, how Plautus loved his Truculentus and Pseudolus!


	4) Plautus, Truculentus 324-325

si proinde amentur, mulieres diu quam lavant, 
omnes amantes balneatores sient.

	If women could be loved for as long as they bathe, 

all lovers would be bath keepers.

(trans. de Melo)

	5) Plautus, Truculentus 230
quin, ubi nil det, pro infrequente eum mittat militia domum.
cf. Livy 10. 20:  infrequentia armatis signa
	rather, when [the lover] doesn’t give anything, she should send him back home as a deserter from military service.

(trans. de Melo)

	6) Ovid, Ars Amatoria I. 723-730:

candidus in nauta turpis color, aequoris unda

     debet et a radiis sideris esse niger:

turpis et agricolae, qui vomere semper adunco  725
     et gravibus rastris sub Iove versat humum.

et tibi, Palladiae petitur cui fama coronae,

     candida si fuerint corpora, turpis eris.

palleat omnis amans: hic est color aptus amanti;

     hoc decet, hoc stulti non valuisse putant.      730

	A pale complexion’s bad in sailors, who should be 

   Tanned from the sun and weathered by the sea. 

The same for farmers always ploughing up their furrows,

   Raking the soil, and smoothing out with harrows. 

You athletes, too, who struggle for the olive crown, 

   Should be embarrassed if your skin’s not brown. 

But lovers should be pale; a whiter shade’s the best 

   For looks—a truth that only fools contest.               730





(trans. Krisak)



please turn over

	7) Prudentius, Peristephanon 13. 1-8:

Punica terra tulit, quo splendeat omne quidquid usquam est, 

inde domo Cyprianum, sed decus orbis et magistrum. 

est proprius patriae martyr, sed amore et ore noster. 

incubat in Libya sanguis, sed ubique lingua pollet, 

sola superstes agit de corpore, sola obire nescit,       5

dum genus esse hominum Christus sinet et vigere mundum. 

dum liber ullus erit, dum scrinia sacra litterarum, 

te leget omnis amans Christum, tua, Cypriane, discet


	The Punic land bore Cyprian to give luster to the whole earth everywhere; 

that was the home he came from, but he was to be the glory and the teacher of the world. 

As martyr he belongs to his native country, but by his love and speech he is ours. 

His blood rests in Africa, but his tongue is potent everywhere; 

it alone of all his body still survives in life, it alone cannot die, 

as long as Christ shall suffer the race of men to exist and the world to function. 

As long as there shall be any book, any collections of sacred writings, 

every lover of Christ will read thee, Cyprian, and learn thy teachings. 

(trans. H.J. Thompson)
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