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Sympathy with the Spear: Iliadic Tree Similes and Achilles’ Entanglement with the Pelian Spear

1. Schol. D 16.140
Kol €N TOG UEV aMag Bhag, € dv 6 “Heoiotog £dniovpyetl Td dmAa, TOV POV Koi TOV
Gpyvpov, 6vk amiBavov gival Kol &v o0pav@d, dEVOPOV 08 0VPAVIOV AEYELV Kawyskacsrowrov nv,
S todto o pEV Aot dmAa memoinke Tov [dtpoxhov pépovra, ¢ Kol amoAdpeva ETOYYAVEY GV
¢ ‘Hoaiotov dnuovpyiog, udvov 8¢ 16 06pv Edcavta, iva cmbi] kataieurduevov: 100To Yap
amoAopevov ovk &v 6 “Hoaiotog kateckehoe mhov@dS 61 TO TV VANV avTtod ur odpaviov, AL’
gyyetov koi IIndty eivo.

Since it was not unbelievable that the other materials from which Hephaistos was making the
arms—that is, gold and silver—wre in heaven, but to call a tree heavenly was very ridiculous, for
this reason [Homer] has made Patroclus bear the rest of the arms, which, even lost, would have
been of Hephaistos’ craftsmanship, but leave only the spear so that, left behind, it might be
preserved. For, after it was lost, Hephaistos would not have believably fashioned another on
account of the material not being heavenly, but earthly and from Mount Pelion.’

2.11. 1.233-46
‘voi pa 10d€ oKNITpoV, TO pev ov mote POAAL Kol 6{ovg
@voel, énel On TpATA TOUNV €V Opecsl AEAOLTEY,
003" avabninocel mepl yap pa € xodkog Eleye
POALG T Koi AOLOV: VDV adTé pty vieg Ayoudv
&V TOAGUTG POPEOVGL SIKOOTOAOL, 01 T BEGTOC
TPOg Ao glpvatar.’

“By this scepter, which will never grow leaves and shoots, since it first left its stump in the
mountains, and will not sprout afresh. For the bronze stripped it all around of both leaves and
bark. Now, on the contrary, the sons of the Achaians bear it in their palms, as judges, who
maintain the laws from Zeus.”

3.11.16.140-4
&yyoc & oy ELet’ olov (’xu{)uovog Alokidao
BpBv péya csnBapov TO PEV 0V dUvoT BAAOG Ayoudv
TAALELY, GALG [y 010G &micTaro mijlot AXLMSUQ,
MnMéda periny, THv matpi @ilo tape’ Xeipov
IIniiov £k KopLPiig, POVOV EpEVOL IPOECTLY.

But only the heavy, great, stout spear of blameless Achilles did he not take, which no other of the
Achaians was able to wield, but Achilles alone knew how to wield it—a Pelian ash-tree, which
Cheiron cut for his dear father from the summit of Pelion, to be a slaughter for heroes.

4.11. 16.33-35
‘vnieée, ovk dpa ool ye motnp NV inmdto [nievc,
000¢ BT uTNp* YAOWKT) 0€ G¢€ Tikte OdAacca
métpat T MAIPatol, i To1 voog Eotiv annvig.’

! All translations are my own.
2 wope is printed in the editions of Monro and Allen and West, but Aristarchus deemed both tépe or wope to fit. A
majority of manuscripts have nope.
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“Ruthless man, then your father was not Peleus the horseman, nor was Thetis your mother. But
the gray sea and the lofty rocks bore you, for you have a harsh mind.”

5. Hodder 2011: 163-4
[I]t may be better to think of the entangled web as made not of strings but of multi-stranded
cables. It is precisely the interactions between the multiple strands—the material, biological,
social, cultural, psychological, cognitive strands of the individual cables—that make the
entanglement so strong.

6.11.16.141-4
TO UEV 00 duvat  GANOC Ayoudv
marrew, GALG v olog émictato mijhar Aythievg,
Inaada perinv, v motpl @il tape Xeipov
InAiov gk KopLETig, POVOV EuuEval HPDOECTLY.

Which no other of the Achaians was able to wield, but Achilles alone knew how to wield it—a
Pelian ash-tree, which Cheiron cut for his dear father from the summit of Pelion, to be a
slaughter for heroes.
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