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The Timelessness of the Parthians in Senecan Tragedy


Appearances of Parthia/the Parthians in Senecan tragedy:

1) Phoenissae 428
2) Medea 710
3) Phaedra 816
4) Oedipus 119
5) Thyestes 381-387

	nil ullis opus est equis,There is no need for horses, for weapons or the artless missiles, which the Parthian discharges from afar when he simulates retreat. There is no need to level cities with siege engines drawn up them, whirling stones.

	nil armis et inertibus
	telis, quae procul ingerit
	Parthus, cum simulat fugas,
	admotis nihil est opus
	urbes sternere machinis
	longe saxa rotantibus.


6) Thyestes 462
7) Thyestes 603
8) Hercules Oetaeus 156-161Spears could not pierce him, nor the bow drawn with a Scythian arrow, the weapons of the cold-eyed Sarmatian; or the Parthian, set below the dawn-bringing East, who aims wounds at neighboring Nabatea, more accurate than Cnosian blows.


non illum poterant figere cuspides,
non arcus Scythica tensus harundine,
non quae tela gerit Sarmata frigidus
aut qui soliferae suppositus plagae
uicino Nabatae uulnera derigit
Parthus Gnosiacis certior ictibus. 

Text from Zwierlein (Oxford University Press, 1988). Translations are mine. 
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