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1. Plato and Comedy

a) Performances of Plato's dialogues

s Umd mAoUTou kai Tpupis Toug ToU
BavuaociwTdTou MAdTwvos BdiaAdyous
nvéaykalev ékuavB&vovtas Tous payeipoug
pépovTds Te Ta&s Aomddas Gua Aéyew « Efg,

dvo, Tpels: 6 B¢ B TéTapTos mMuiv, @ @iAe
Tiuaie, ToU TV X0t pév Saitupdveov, T& viv &
" toTiaTdpaov; » "Emeart” &AAos dmekpivaTto

i

« AocBéveld Tis aUTH Euvémeoev, @

ZokpaTes. » AleEnpxovtd Te Tou SiaAdyou Ta
ToAA& TOV TpdTov TotUTov. (Ath. 381f)

"He, puffed up with wealth and luxury, used to
compel the cooks to learn the dialogues of the
most admirable Plato, and, as they brought in the
dishes, to say: 'One, two, three; but where, my
dear Timaeus, is he who was the fourth among
our guests of yesterday, who to-day are our
hosts?' Then another answered: 'Some illness has
fallen upon him, Socrates.! And so the slaves

would go through with most of the dialogue in this
manner." (trans. Burton Gulick)

b) Plato's dialogues and Aristophanes

floav 8¢ Tives kal TGV EMixwpiwv v TG Xopad
(Pl. Prot. 315b)

2. Ion and The Frogs

a) Aristophanes lambasting Socrates

Xapiev oUv un ZwkpdTel / Tapakadruevov
AaAelv, / amoPaldévta povowkny / T& Te
péylota TapaAimévta / Ths Tpaywdikis

Téxvns. (Ar. Ran. 1491-1495)
Cf. also: Ar. Nub; Av. 1280-1283; PCG fr. 392

b) Pompous greetings
Tov "leova xaipew (PL. Ion 530a)
& moAuTiunT AloxUAe (Ar. Ran. 851)
c¢) Euripides and the Magnesian Stone

cdomep v Tij Aibep fiv Eupimidng pév Mayvijtiv
wvéuaocev (Pl Ion 533d)

oTep ai Pakxal apUovTtal éK TV TOTAUDY
uéAl kal ydAa katexdueval (Pl. Ion 534a)

Soais 8¢ AeukoU mcopaTos mébos maphiv,  /
&kpolol SakTtuAolol Biaudoal xbdéva /
Yé&AakTos £opous eixov:
BUpowv yAukeial péhitos éotalov poai. (Eur.
Bacch. 709-712)

¢k O¢ kiooivwv /

d) Incorrect citations

n 5¢ poAuRBaivn ikéAn & Puoodv Tkavev, / 1 Te
KaT aypavlolo PBods képas tuuenavia /

gpxeTal counoTijol UeT’ ixbuol mijua @épovoa.
(Pl. Ion 538d)

1 8¢ poAuBBaivn ikéAn & Buooodv Spoucey, / T
Te kaT aypavloio Poods képas tuBePavia /
gpxeTal cunoTijowv £mixbuol kipa @épovoa.
(L) 80-82)

yAotTav & ¢mopkioacav idia Tis ppevds (Ar.
Ran. 101)

N YA&oo ducuox’, 1 8¢ pprv avdopoTtos (Eur.
Hipp. 612)

3. Literary Debate
a) Divine inspiration?

Movodcov Bepdreov (Hes. Theog 100)
navteveo, Moioa, TpopaTelow & £y (Pind.
fr.150)

puois Bealovoa (Democritus, DK fr. 21)
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a1) Aeschylus

AfjunTep 1 Bpépaca T éunv epéva, / elvan de
TV o®v &Elov puotnpicwv (Ar. Ran.

886-887)

"Demeter, who nourished my mind, may I be
worthy of your. Mysteries" (trans. Henderson)

pavias o Sewris (Ar. Ran. 816)
a2) Euripides

aibnp éudv Boéoknua kai yAdoons oTpdery§
kal EUveot Kal pUKTTipEs doppavTriptol, dpBdds
ENéyxew v &v dmTeopal Adywv (Ar. Ran.
892-894)

"Sky, my nourisher, and Pivot of Tongue, and
Smarts, and Keen Nostrils, may I correctly refute
any arguments I get hold of" (trans. Henderson)

oTopaToupyds ¢mev Pacaviotpia  (Ar. Ran.

826)
b) Is poetry a Texvr}?

KPEiTTeV yap elval pnui TouTou Trv Téxvnv.
(Ar. Ran. 831)

& KpnTikas pgv ouAAéy v povepdias, / ydauous
8" &vooious togépcv &5 Thv Téxvny. (Ar. Ran.
849-850)

iTe Belpd vuv eimep ye del kal ToUTS pe  /
avdpcdv TonT&VY TupoTrwAijoar Téxvnu. (Ar.
Ran. 1368-1369)

véuos Tio évb&d  ¢oTi kelpevos / &TO TV
Texvav Soal peydAar kai defiai... (Ar. Ran.
761-762)

c¢) Evaluation of poetry

TOV yap payedov épunvéa el ToU ToinTou
Tfis Siavoias yiyveoBal Tois axkovouct TouTo B¢
KaAGS TOIETV un Yiyvdokovta 8Tt Aéyel 6
mointns &dUvatov. (PL. Ton 530¢)

"For a rhapsode ought to make himself an
interpreter of the poet's thought to his audience;

and to do this properly without knowing what the
poet means is impossible." (trans. Lamb)

oikela mpaypat eiodywv, oig xpwued, olg
Euveopev, / t§ v Yy &v tEnAeyxounv
EuvelddTes yap outol / fAeyxov &v pou Thv
Téxvnv (Ar. Ran. 959-861)

"-by staging everyday scenes, things we're used to,
things that we live with, things that I wouldn't
have got away with falsifying, because these
spectators knew them as well as I" (trans.
Henderson)
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