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1. What is a “canon”?

a) “apoetic composition that consists theoretically of nine Odes, based in
inspiration on the nine chief Odes, or Canticles- eight of the Old Testament and
one of the New Testament. Each Ode consists of a model brief hymn at the
beginning called the Hirmos (Elppog) followed by two or more Troparia
that are like the Hirmos in structure and are chanted in the same fashion. As
each Ode corresponds to one of the Canticles, it is expected to contain some
allusion to the subject of the Canticle or some reminiscence of its style”
(Cavarnos 1979, 41).

b) The canons of St. John Damascene follow a nine ode system (Louth 2005, 198):
the Israelites’ song of victory after the crossing of the Red Sea (Ex. 15: 1-19)
Moses’ canticle exhorting the Israelites to follow the Law (Deut. 32: 1-43);
the song of Samuel’s mother Anna (1 Kings 2:1-10),

of Habacuc (3.1-13),

[saiah (26:9-20)

Jonah (2:3-10), and

the song of the three young men in the fiery furnace,

broken into two parts (Dan. 3:26-56, 3:57-88);

the ninth ode combines the Magnificat and Benedictus (Luke 1:46-57; 68-79).
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2. St. John Chrysostom & Moses at the Transfiguration

Homily 56 on the Gospel of Matthew Trans. Daley 2013
(PG 58.549-558)

1: Christ, the Master > prophets, His servants

Tivog 8¢ &vexev kai Mwbofv kot HAiav &ig And for what reason does he bring Moses
péoov dyet; IIoALGg Gv Eyot Tig gimeiv aitiag: and Elijah onto the scene? One might offer a
Kol TPOTMV UEV Ta0TNV, OTL ENEWdT 01 GYAot number of reasons. First this: that since
Eheyov, oi uev Hhiav, ot 8¢ Tepepiav, oi 8¢ “some” of the crowd “said he was Elijah,

&va TV apyainv TpoenTdV, TOVG
kopBeaiovg dyet, iva 10 pécov kal éviedbev
dwot TdV 00V A®V Kai Tod Agomdtov, Kail OTi
KaA®G Emnvedn [1€tpog dporoyncag adtov
Yiov O¢od.

others Jeremiah or one of the ancient
prophets,”_he brought the leading prophets
there, so that even from them one might see
the difference between servants and the
master, and how right it was that Peter was
praised for confessing him to be Son of God.
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2: To show approval of the Old Law for Christ

Met’ gxelvny 6¢& kai £Tépav ot imelv.
"Emte1dn yap cvovey®dg vekalovy avntd to
napofaivery TOV vouov, koi PAAcENIOV aTov
givor &vopov, o opeteplopevov dOEaV 0d
poonkovcay avT® tnVv tod atpdg ... va
deryOf 611 Packaviog AuEoOTEPQ TA
gyrnpota, Kol EKatépov To0TOV 0TIV
avevBvvog, kol ovte vOpov TapdPacic To
ywopevov, ovte 00ENG GPETEPIGUOG THS L)
TpoonKovong 10 Aéyew Eavtov ioov 1@ Ilatpi,
TOVG &V EKATEP® AALYOVTOG TOVTOV €ig LEGOV
dyet. Kai yap Moioiig TOV vopov £dmke, Kol
novvavto LoyicacOm Tovdaior, 611 0VK GV
TEPLETOE TOTOVUEVOV GVTOV, OGS EVOUILOV,
000’ av 1OV Tapafaivovra aOTOV KOl TO
tefeIKOTL TOAEPIOVY OvTa £0gpamevoey av.

3. Christ = Lord of Living and the Dead

"Eott 08 kai £tépav aitiov eineiv petd tdv
eipnuévav. Ioiav on tavty; "Tva pdbwotv,
ot kol Bavarov kai {mtig &ovoiay Eyet, kai
TAV Gvo Kol TOV KAt Kpatel. Atd ToDT0 Kol
TOV TETEAEVTNKATA, KOl TOV OVOEN® TOVTO
nabovta gic pécov dyet.
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But secondly, one may also say something
else. People constantly charged him with
transgressing the law, and considered him a
blasphemer, usurping for himself the glory
that belonged to the Father ... So, that it
might be obvious that both these charges
were based on jealousy, and that he was
innocent of both of them, and that what had
happened was not a transgression of the law,
nor his saying he was equal to the Fathera
usurpation of a glory that did not belong to
him, he brought into his presence the
shining authorities on both these issues.
Moses, after all, gave the law, and the
Jews could be convinced that he would
not stand by and watch it be trampled
under foot, as they suspected, nor would
he be conciliatory towards anyone who
was transgressing it and hostile to its
giver.

One might mention another reason, along
with those we have given. What is that? That
they might learn that he has authority over
death and life, and rules both what is above
and what is below. So he brings on the scene
both one who is dead and one who never
suffered that fate.

4 (57): to encourage the Apostles for Christ’s Passion and their own sufferings.
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Tnv ¢ méuny aitiav (méumtn yap avt éoti  And the fifth reason—for this is the fifth

TPOG TOig EPNUEVALS) KOl AVTOG O among all we have given—the Evangelist
gvayyeMotig anekdAvye. Tig 6 v abn; himself revealed. What is it? To show forth
AgiCar Tod oTawpod Ty §6&av, Koi the glory of the cross, and to encourage
nopopvmoachor tov IErpov kai Ekeivovg Peter and the others who were in dread of

dedo1kdTaG T0 TAOOG, Kol AvaoTihoal adTdV To
epovinota. Kai yop mapayevopevotl ov
gotywv, aAL’ 'EAdAoLV, enoi, Vv d00&av, fjv
gueidre kKAnpodv év TepovcaAn: TovtéoTt, TO
néHo¢ kai TOV oTawpOV: 0UTM YOp ADTO
Kahodowv del.

suffering, and raise their thoughts higher.
For as they [=Moses and Elijah] came to the
spot, they were not silent, but “were
speaking,” Scripture says, “of the glory that
he was to bring to fulfillment in Jerusalem”;_
the Passion, that is, and the cross, for that is
what they always call it.

3. The Canon as “Traditional”

1. Christ the Master, Prophets His Servants (3:2)
ocvumapéomooy 6 Mootic kol Hiioc mg ®cod  Moses and Elias stood there as servants of God
Oepamovteg.

2. Moses as Lawgiver (1:3)
a) MLt. Sinai described as 10D dpovg oD vopukoD, “the mountain of the law.”

3. Christ, Lord of the Living and the Dead (5:1, 8:3)

a¢ kpatdv {ofic yap kai Baviatov deomodlmv as ruling over life and being lord over death.
MG 0vpovod deomdlovTl, Kol THS YAG as to the ruler of heaven and to the ruler of
Baotlevovti, kai KotoyBovioy v Kupiav the earth, and to the one having lordship
Eovty, XpIoTE, G0t TOPEGTNOAY, €K UEV THIG over those living on earth, Christ, they stood
V1§ 0mOGTOAOL, MG £C 0VPAVOD 8¢, 0 OeBiG by you, on the one hand the apostles from
‘H\iag, Mwooi|g 8¢ €K vekadwv. earth, on the other hand Elias the Thebite

from heaven, and Moses from the dead.

4. Moses as exemplum for the Apostles: ...
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4. The Acrostic: a cantus firmus for the canon

Mawotic ®god tpdécmnov &v Bafop 1de

Moses God’s face on Mt. Thabor saw.

5. Moses the Seer in the Canon for the Transfiguration:

1. Ode1

Mootic &v Bordoon TPoPNTIKAG, idMV &V
veQPEAN Kol £V 6TOA® TTdAan TpOG, TV
06&av Kvpiov dvepoo 1@ AvtpoTtii Koi Oed
NUGV JoOLEY.

Qg téTpa 1O coONATL 6KeENAoOgic, TO
te0cOPéve, TOV A6paTov KaBopdv, MmGilg
0 Og0mTNg AvePoa’ T® Avtpothi Koi Oed
NUAV JOOLEY.

X0 £mi Tod 0povg 10D vopkod, Kai v
Oapwpio, kabwpddng 1®d Mobati, &v yvéem
10 TAAAL, &V QOTL O, VOV ATPOGiTe THS
O¢dtroc.

2. Ode 3

‘H oxudlovoa 66&a, &v Ti) oKNVi| TpéTEPOYV,
Kol T® Momioi) opmrovoa, T@® 6® Ogpdmovty,
TOMOG yeyévntat, THg AoTpoydong dppitac, £V
BOupdp cov Aéomoto METAUOPPOCENC.

YuvoviAOé oot Adye, povoyeveg DYoTe, 1) TV
AToeTOAMV GKpOTNG, €Ml TOD Opovc BuPop,
kol ovpmapéotnoav 8,te Mwotig kol HAilag,
¢ Ogod Ogpamovteg, Love PLavOpTE.

®edc 6Log Vhpy®V, OAOG PpoTdg YéYOVag,
OAn T OeotnTL Higag TV avOpoTdTTA, £V
VTOGTAGEL 6OV, TV &V dLG1 TaiC ovGiaIg,
Moboiic HMog te, gidov év 8pet Oapop.

Moses by the sea long ago prophetically
seeing in the cloud and in the pillar of fire
the glory of the Lord shouted “to our Savior
and God let us sing”

Having been hidden by the divine body as a
rock, seeing the unseeable, Moses the one
who saw God shouted: “to our Savior and God
let us sing.”

You at the mountain of the law and on Thabor
were seen by Moses, previously in the stormy
darkness, but now in the unapproachable
light of the divinity.

The glory once overshadowing the
Tabernacle, and conversing with Moses your
servant has become a type of the ineffable
brilliance on Thabor of your Transfiguration,
Lord.

The elect of the Apostles came to Mount
Thabor with you, Logos, only-begotten, Most
High, and Moses and Elias were also present as
servants of God, You who alone are kindly to
men.

Existing as true God, having become true man,
having completely mixed humanity with the
divinity in your substance, which in two
natures Moses and Elias saw on Mt. Thabor.
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3. Ode 4

«Ex ocapkig oov Porideg OeotnTog,
£€emopevovto, [IpoenTtdv Kol ATOGTOAWMV
60ev ol mpokprrol, pEATOVTES AVEPO®V"
AbEa 1) duvapel cov Kopiey.

‘O v Barov puratag aropnTov,
npocopiodoay mopi, T Mooel
Oeorapmodoay chpka VIEdEIENS, AéomoTal
ped@dodvt AdEa Tfi duvapet cov Kopie.

[Iop pn eAEYOV TH)v VANV TOV 6OPATOC,
wpaong dvrov, dc Mwoel Kol ATooTolOLC,
OO HAiq te, Aéomota gig £k 800, &v dvoi
TeAlNIG TATG PVGESY.

4. Ode 6

Qg péyo kai gofepov, ®padn Oéapa
onfpepov! £ ovpavod aichntoc, £k Yg 08
dovyKprroc, EENotpayey fiAlog, Tig
dkaoovuVNG, vonTog £mi 101 Opovg Oafap.

HapiirBg pev 1 oxid, Tod vopov
¢€aoBevioaca, EMAV0g 6¢ ca@dC, XpLoTog
1N ¢A0g10, Mooijg aveponoev &év @
Oupopin, kaTidmv cov TV OcdtnTa.

‘O otAoc 1® Moioel, Xptotov tov
LETALOPPOVUEVOV, 1] O VEQEAN CAPRS, TNV
yopwv tod [Ivevpatog, v émckidcocay, £v
1@ Oufopin, Tapediov ELEavEsTaTA.

5. Ode 9

“Tva cov deléng Epeavdg, TV ArdppnTOV
devtépav katapacty, Otmg 6 Yyiotog Oedc,
0pOnon £otag €v pécw Bedv, T0ig ATOGTOAOLG
&v Oupap, Mmosel ovv HAlg t€, dpprteg
Ehapyag 010 mhvteg oe Xp1oTte LEYOAOVOUEV.

obaquerizo@fordham.edu

From Your flesh lightning-flashes of divinity
shot outwards upon the prophets and apostles,
whence the elect singing shout “Glory to your
power, Lord.”

You having protected the burning bush
covered in fire, you Lord, have shown your
flesh shining with divinity to Moses, who
sings, “Glory to your power, Lord.”

You have been seen as an immaterial fire not
burning the matter of the body, as you were
seen by Moses and the Apostles and Elias, o
Lord, one from two, in two perfect natures.

How great and fearful the sight seen today!
In the sky the material sun, from the earth the

incomparable sun of justice shone, perceptible
to the mind on Mount Thabor.

The shadow of the law, having grown weak,
has gone away, and the truth has clearly
come, oh Christ, Moses shouted on Thabor,
seeing Your divinity.

The pillar prefigured the transfigured Christ to
Moses, and the cloud clearly prefigured the
overshadowing grace of the Spirit, made most
clear on Thabor.

So that You might clearly foretell Your
ineffable second coming, when as the Most
High God You will be seen standing in the
midst of gods, You shone unspeakably to the
Apostles on Thabor, with Moses and Elias; on
account of these things we praise You, Christ.
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Aebté pot meibecBe Aaot, dvapdvteg €ig 10
dpog 10 Ayiov, 10 EToVPaVIOV AHAMG GTOHEY
gv morel {dvtog Ocod, Kai EMONTEVCONEY VOl
BOcétnTa dvrov, latpog kai Ivedpatog, &v
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Come people follow me, ascending the holy
heavenly mountain let us stand in the city of
the living God, and let us gaze upon with our
mind the immaterial divinity of the Father

and the Spirit shining in the
only begotten Son.

Yi® povoyevel anaotpantovcay.

You have struck me with desire, Christ, and
changed me by Your divine love, but burn
away my sins with immaterial fire and and
deign to fill me with your nourishment, so that
rejoicing in both, I praise, holy one, your two
comings.

"E@elioc mo0m pe Xproté, kol nAloincag
1@ 0ci® oov EpmTL, ALY Katdeielov, TVpl
dbh téc apaptiog pov, kai epmAncdijvar tic
&v ool Tpuef|g kata&imoov, tva tag dvo
OKIPTOV, HEYOADIV® AyadE mapovsiog Gov.
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