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Mercenaries as Laborers: A Mutiny, Labor Conflict, and Strike in Polybius’s Truceless

War?

General Timeline of the Truceless War (Hoyos [2007]):

Summer 241: Army of Sicily transferred to Carthage; Negotiations over backpay

August 241: Army sent to Sicca

Aug.—Sept. 241: Fruitless negotiations with Hanno at Sicca
Oct. 241: Army mutinies and moves to Tunes; Negotiations at Tunes with Gesco
Nov. 241: Army seizes Gesco and companions; Move to violence

Late 241—-Early 240: Spread of revolt to Libya

Notes

[1]: Polyb 1.65.6-8. Polybius contrasts the
mercenaries with “civilized” people.

TOV TE Yap TTapd TOIG TTOANOIG AcyOuevov
aoTtrovoov TTOAepoV, Tiva QUOIV EXEI KO
d1G0¢ealIv, HAANIOT’ v TIC... £TTIyvoin, TOUG TE
XPWHEVOUG UIoCBOPOPIKAIG BUVANEDI Tiva O€T
TTpoopdaBal kai UAGTTECBAI HaKpOBEeV
EvapyeoTaT’ Qv... OUVBEWPHOEIE, TTPOG OE
TOUTOIC Ti dlaEépEl Kai KaTa TTOgoV BN
oUpuIKTa Kai BapPBapa TV v Traideialg Kai
VOUOIG Kai TTONITIKOIG EBECIV EKTEBPANPEVWV'

[2]: Polyb. 1.68.10-11. Polybius sees the
demands of the mercenaries as
outrageous.

kaBdAou &’ dei T véov Kai Kalvov
TTPOCEEEUPIOKOV, €ig AdUVATOV EKBAAAOVTES
THV dIGAUCIYV,

[3]: Polyb. 1.66.11. The owed wages.
aua & PaBUPOUVTEG, TIVEG PEV AUTWV
£¢eloyilovto TG TTPOCOPEINOUEVA OQial TRV
oYwviwv i TO TTAEToV

[4]: Polyb. 1.66.7. The gold coin.

For their most pressing concerns
AaBOvTaG €ig 71a KaTeTeiyovTa Xpuoolv
EKagTOV

[5]: Polyb. 1.66.12. The bounties.

TTAVTEG O’ AVAUINVNOKOPEVOI TV
¢TTayyENIGOV, OV Oi GTPATNYOI KATA TOUG
ETTICQPAAEIS TV KAIPWV TTAPAKAAOTVTEG GPAG
¢TTeTTOINVTO, NEYGAAC EiXOV EATTIOAC Kai

For someone might especially observe this
war, said to be Truceless according to the
masses, what sort of nature and disposition it
has, and he might consider thoroughly the
men using mercenary powers, what sorts of
things it is necessary [for them] to look out for
and defend against from far off, and in
addition to those things, in what way and to
what extent the mixed and barbarian
characters differ from those having been
raised in schools and customs and civil
habits.

... but in general they [the mercenaries] were
always devising something new and novel,
pushing off the agreement into impossibility...

...but at the same time some of them, being
off from work, were adding up the things owed
to them of their wages to their total...

... each one receiving a gold coin for their
most pressing concerns...

And all of them, remembering the bounties,
which their generals, imploring them, had
made during uncertain times, had great hopes
and a great expectation of the restitution
being made to them.
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MeyaAnv TTpoadokiav TG €gopévng TTepi
auToUG £TTAVOPOWOEWC.

[6]: Polyb. 1.68.5. Food given to the
mercenaries at cost.

Kail TaG 7€ TV EITNOEiWV Ayopag
EKTTEUTTOVTEG DAWIAEIG ETTWAOUY, KOBWG
¢keivol BoUAOIVTO Kai TATTOIEV TAG TINAG.

[7]: Polyb. 1.68.8-10. The costs of horses
and grain.

... Kai TOV TEBVEWTWV ITTTTWV ATTATOUV TAG
agiag. mpoodetapévwy O kai ToUTo, TTAAIV
TAG TTPOCOPEINOUEVNG CITOUETPIOG €K
TTAgiovog XpOvou TRV PeyioTnV yeyovuiav év
TQ TTOAEPW TIUAV EQACTKOV auToug Ogiv
KouiCeoBai

[8]: Polyb. 1.69.5-7. Spendius’s and
Mathos’s fears.

Av 8¢ TI¢ Kaumravog nUTOMOANKWS TTapd TOV
Pwpaiwv d00Aog, £xwv oCWUaTIKAYV dUVOUIV
Kai TOAJQV €V TOIG TTOAEUIKOTG TTap&BoAov,
bvopa ZTévdiog. oUTog eUAABOUNEVOC WA
TTOPAYEVOPEVOG AUTOV O Oe0TTOTNG KoMionTal,
Kai KaTtd TouG Pwpuaiwv vopoug aikiodeig
O1a@Bapf, Tav ETOAPA Kai Aéyelv Kai
mpaTTElV, OTTOUdAdWYV dlakoWwal TAG dIaAUCEIg
106 TTPOG Kapyndovioug. aua &€ ToUTw Kai
NiBug TIc MaBwg, 6¢ Av v €Ae0BepOg Kali
TV CUVECTPATEUUEVWY, TTAEIOTA O
KEKIVNKWG KATA TAG TTpoEIpnpéVag Tapaxdc.
dywviv odv uf Tion kai TRV UTTEP TAOV
Aoirv Siknv, €1 TAS aUTAC £YEVETO YVWUNG
TOIG TTEPI TOV ZTTEVDIOV. Kai AauBdavwy Toug
NiBuag utredeikvue dIOTI PETA TOV
OYWVIAOUOV XWPITBEVTWY TWV GAAWYV YEVIIV
gic Tag TTaTpidag drrepeicovTal Kai TAV UTTEP
EKeivwv OpYNV €ic auToug oi Kapxndoviol kai
BouAnoovtal d1a TAG €ig 0PAG TIHWpPIag
damavTag katatrAigaoBail Toug év i AiBUn.

[9]: Final list of demands

...and sending out markets well stocked with
necessities they [the Carthaginians] sold [the
goods], just as those guys [the mercenaries]
wished and set the prices.

...and they were also demanding back the
values of their dead horses. And after [the
Carthaginians] also conceded these things,
they [the mercenaries] were saying again that
it was necessary for them to carry off the
greatest price, having come to be in the war,
of the grain dole having been owed for a long
time.

But there was a certain Campanian deserter,
a slave of the Romans, having bodily strength
and reckless daring in the wars, named
Spendius. This guy, fearing that his arriving
master might collect him, and that by the
customs of the Romans, having been
tortured, he might be killed, he was daring
both to do and to say everything, hurrying to
break up the resolutions with the
Carthaginians. But at the same time in this
place there was also a certain Libyan Mathos,
who was indeed a free man and one of the
ones serving, but had very much incited the
previous disturbances. Worrying then that he
might pay the penalty also on behalf of the
rest, he came into the same mind as the ones
around Spendius. And taking the Libyans, he
instructed them, since after the other groups
were separated to their homelands after pay,
the Carthaginians would also vent their anger
over them against [the Libyans] themselves
and they would plan to strike down through
vengeance against them, all the men in Libya.

Wages owed from Sicily, grain and grain
allowances, reimbursement for the grain
bought in Sicily, reimbursement for the horses
lost in battle, bounties promised by the
generals, guarantees of safety

*All translations are my own, with the aid of Philips (2016) and Elisa Jennings.
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