Charles A. George charles.george@shu.edu
Seton Hall University

CAMWS, Winston-Salem, NC
March 25, 2022

For the Benefit of Mortals: Diogenes’ Philosophical Epitaphs for Plato.

1. DL 8.44 AP 7.121 (Pythagoras)
Kol AUGV €0t eic aUToOV Memalypéva oUtwe Exyovra:

oU povog Epuxwy Grexeg XEpaG, AN Kal AUETC.
Tig yap, 6¢ éuduxwyv RPato, Mubaydpn;
AAN' 6tav €Pn O tL kal omtnBf kal aAobi,
61 tote kat Yuxnv un €xov éoBilopev.

2. Ps.-Aristotle, Peplos 35 (32 MS B)
ofjpa To pév Nouvijog 0pdg, Yuxn 6& Bavovrog
Agp’ €¢ LYPOV ERN, oW &€ TOvToC EXEL.

3. DL 3.43 AP 7.60 (Plato)

ocwdpocuvn podEpwv BvnTdv fOeL Te Sikaiw
£€vBade 6n kettal Belog ApLOTOKAENC

£l 6€ T1¢ €k mavtwyv coding péyav £oxev Emalvov
toUtov £xel mAeloTov Kal pOGvoc ouy Emetal.

4.DL 3.44 AP 7.61 (Plato)
yala pév év KOATw KpUTTEL TOdE o@pa MAATwvog,
Yuxn &’ abavartov Taklv £xeL HaKAPWV
viol Aplotwvog, TOV TI¢ Kal ThAGOL vaiwv
TIUd dvrp dyaBocg Bgilov iovta Bilov.

5. DL 3.45 AP 7.108 (Plato)

€otL kal NUétepov oUTwe €xov:

kal g, €l un Moifog av' EAAada ¢ploe NMAatwva,
Puxag avlpwnwv ypapuooLy AKECATO;

Kal yap o tolde yeywg AGKANTLOG £0TLV iNTHP
cwpatog we Puxig abavatolo NAGTwy.

6. DL 3.45 AP 7.109 (Plato)

Katl Ao, wg éteAevta:

®DoiBog Epuce Bpotoic AokAnmiov N6E MAdtwva,
TOV Uév, lva Puxny, tov &', iva cdpa odou

Salodpevog 6£ yapov oAy AAubey, fv mob' éaut®
£xktioe kail damédw Znvog évibploarto.

7.DL 4.3 AP 7.101 (Speusippus)
Kal £0Tv AUV gic alTOV:
AN €i ) Enevoutnov éudvOavov wde Baveiohat,

oUK Gv £Telo€ Y€ TIG T06e AE€al,
W AV oUXL MAdTWVL PO alpatog ol yap dBupdv
KAtBavev v 81d Tt 6pOSpa UKPOV.

And my jest on him goes like this: You were not the

only one to keep away from living creatures. So did I!
For who was there that ever fed on living creatures,
Pythagoras? But once a living thing was boiled,
roasted and salted, then | ate it surely without any
life in it.

Behold the tomb of Gouneus. The dead man’s soul
has gone to the moist air, but the sea holds his body.

Surpassing mortals in temperance and just
character, the god-like Aristocles lies here. And if
anyone ever had great praise from all for his
wisdom, he had the most, and jealousy does not
follow.

Here the Earth hides the body of Plato in her bosom,
but his soul has an immortal station with the
Blessed, the son of Ariston whom a certain good
man, though he dwells far from him, honors when
he has seen his divine life.

There is my own (epigram) which goes like this: And

except that Phoebus Apollo begat Plato, how would
he have healed the souls of men throughout Greece
by letters? Truly even as Asclepius is a doctor for the
body, so is Plato for the immortal soul.

And another on how he died: Phoebus Apollo begat
for mortals Asclepius and Plato, so the former could
save the body, the latter the soul. And while dining
at a wedding, he went to the city, which he once
built himself and set on the plain of Zeus.

And this is my own [epitaph] for him: Had | not

learned the way Speusippus died, no one would
have convinced me to say this: that he was not
related by blood to Plato. Surely, he would not have
died in despondency because of some extremely
petty matter.



