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Libanius’ Biography: New Perspectives on Roman Education

Libanius’ Autobiography (or. 1)
1) Response to studying in Athens
My mother was in tears and could not bear even the mention of the matter (transl. Norman)
1 L&V oDV pfTnp 88dKpuev ovdE TOV Adyov dvexopévn tod Epyov (Lib., or. 1.13)

2) Persuasion of Libanius’ family

Libanius’ younger maternal uncle Phasganius “persuaded [his mother] to bear the grief” (tnv
pev meifet Ay ... éveykeilv) and “opened the door” for Libanius (poi 6& dvoiyet Tog wHAAG,
Lib., or. 1.13).

3) Libanius’ Odyssey

I was (...) in the hands of people I wanted none of; and the day after, I was in the hands of
yet other people, and these I wanted none of, either. I was unable even to catch a glimpse of
the teacher from whom I had come to learn, for I was cooped up in a cell about as big as a
barrel—such is the reception they give students on their arrival. (transl. A. F. Norman)

&v XEpGiv OV ODK av €BovAduny, Emetta tg Votepaing &v srspa)v oD ¥EPGIV OV 0VSE TOVTMY
gBovdounv- ob & AoV petacyfomy, Todtov 008’ Opdv elyov &v mihm pikpod kadetpyuévog
oio T 8Ketvav gi¢ ToVG dpuevovpévoug Tdv véav. (Lib. or. 1.16)

4) Libanius’ Impostor Syndrome

My intention was to spend another four years additional to those I had already completed and
then to leave Athens, since I felt that my intellect needed to be improved still further:
however sufficient my ability might seem to other people, it did not seem so to me, and I was
harassed by the dread that the pundits, who were everywhere about me, would wish to trip
me up by exhaustive examination, and so I must still continue to research and increase my
knowledge. (transl A. F. Norman)

yvounv 8¢ elyov Etepo TéTTopa 11 TOIC HVUGUEVOILC npocemg oUtmg ABNvnOev dmelbeiv, O¢
TG Kot youyiic deopévng yevéaBat Beltiovog: kol yap €l 0Tt HAAGTO ATOYPADOVIMOG EO0KOVV
101G AAOAOIG ExEv, GAL’ 0VK QOTOG YE EQPUVOUNY ELOVTY , 0£0G OE LE EEETAPATTEY, OG
TEPIGTAVTEC 01 EKAGTOXOD GOPOL Pupig Bacdve koteveykeiv £0eAcovot: Seiv ovv £t
gmnrodvta povOavew. (Lib. or. 1.26)

Eunapius’ biography of Libanus (vit. 495-496)
5) Libanius’ lack of traditional education
Libanius came of a noble family and ranked among the first citizens. While he was still a
youth and his own master, since his parents were dead, he came to Athens, and there, though
he too came from Syria, he did not attach himself to Epiphanius, who enjoyed the very
highest reputation, nor did he attend the school of Prohaeresius. This would have been to run
the risk of being obscured, partly by so great a crowd of fellow-pupils, partly by the celebrity
of his teachers. But he fell into a trap that was set for him by the pupils of Diophantus, and
therefore attached himself to that sophist (transl. W. C. Wright)
ABdviov 8¢ Avtioyelo PEv VeYKeV 1) TG Komng KOAOV usvng Yvpiag Tpd TOAE®V,
Yedevkov Tod Nikdtopog snmkneavrog gpyov. v 82 TdV £V ysyovow)v Kol €ig Tovg dxpovg
ETélel. VEOG 0¢ MV £TL Kal KUPLOG £0VTOD, TATEP®V AToleAowmdTOV, dptkopevog AOnvale,
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ovte 0¢ €k Xvpiag Emopavio ntpociiAbe peyiotv &ovtt d6&av, ovte mapd [Ipoapéciov
gpoitnoev, og &v 1@ mAN0el TOV OPANTAV Kol 1@ peyédet T d0ENG TdV 010acKAAMY
KaALPONoOUEVOG. Evedpevbeic 6€ VIO TV Atogavieiwv, AOPAVT® TPOGEVELLEY EQVTOV:
(Eun. vit. 495)

6) The confident Libanius

As he gained confidence in his eloquence and convinced himself that he could rival any that
prided themselves on theirs, he resolved not to bury himself in a small town and sink in the
esteem of the world to that city's level. Therefore he crossed over to Constantinople.

(transl. W. C. Wright)

Baponoag 0¢ €mi 1@ AEyev Kal melcag E0VTOV MG EVAALOG €I TOTG €Ml TOVT®
peyoro@povodaty, oy eideto mepi PiKpav TOAY KpUTTEGHAL, KOl GUYKOTATITTEY TG THG
noAemg a&iopatt, AL éni v Kovotavtivov ol dwofarov (Eun. vit. 495)

7) The untalented Libanius

His style of eloquence in his declamations was altogether feeble, lifeless, and uninspired, and
it is very evident that he had not had the advantage of a teacher; indeed he was ignorant of
most of the ordinary rules of declamation, things that even a schoolboy knows. (transl. W. C.
Wright)

‘O 8¢ AOYOC a0T®, TTEPL HEV TAG HEAETOS, TAVTEADG AoV Kol TEBVNKOG Kol dmvoug, Kol
Srapaivetai ye 00TOC PR TETLYMNKAOC SBAGKALOV: KOi Yap T0 TAEIGTA THY KOWVAY Kod moudi
yvopipov tepl 10 perétag nyvoet: (Eun. vit. 496)

Libanius’ Autobiography (or. 1)

8) Libanius’ framing of his background

My family was one of the greatest in a great city — in education, wealth, the provision of
shows and games, and in oratory which opposes itself to the ill-temper of governors. (transl.
A. F. Norman)

gv &1 peyiot peyiotovug ivar cuvéPn yévog Todpov mondeiq e kol mhovTm Kai yopnyioig Kol
ay®dot kol Aoyolg, dcot popaig apydévtwv dravidotv. (Lib. or. 1.2)
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