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The Rhetoric of Slavery in Demosthenes 36 and the Characterization of
Apollodorus and Phormion.

Texts: (All translations are my own unless otherwise noted).

1Emtipdc ¢ pot kot v év 1oig popiolg £&v Apkadig onunyopiav kot
npeoPeiav, Kai petaPepiijo0al pe @1g, 00OTOG OV AVOPATOOMINGS KAl HOVOV 0VK
£0TIYNEVOS GVTOUHOAOG,

But you find fault with my service as ambassador to Arcadia and my speeches
before the Ten Thousand there, and you say that I have changed sides, yourself
more slave than freeman, all but branded as a runaway. (Aeschines 2.79 Loeb).

2. £i okéYOLTo TPOG BVTOV EKAGTOG DAY TiV' 01KOL KATEMMEY OIKETYY, €10 DTTO
T0VTOV TEMOVOOO’ £avTov Ogin 1oV dmep Mueig VO TOVTOL. PN} Yap i XVPOg
il Mavng ij Tig ékaoTtog ékeivav, ovTog 8¢ Poppinv: arld TO TPAYNA TAVTO"
dovhot piv £keivor, dobhog &° ovTOG NV, deombTar &’ Vueis, deombtng & v £yd.

If only each of you would consider what household-slave he left at home, and
pretend that you have suffered the same things from that slave that we have
suffered from this man (aka Phormion). Do not keep in mind that each of them is
either Syros or Manes or something else, while he is Phormion. Regardless, the
matter is the same. They are slaves, and he was a slave, you all are masters, and |
was a master. ([Dem]) 45.86

3. ovKoDV dEvov, O i Kol Ogoi, kail Tépa devod, Tovg "EAnva pév avti
Bappapov momoavtag, YvOpLpov 6 avt’ avopourdoov, T060VTOV & dyaddv
NYEUOVOS, TOVTOVGS TEPLOPAY &V TOIS EoydTalS dmopilong OvTag £ovTa Kol
TAOVTOVVTA.



It is a terrible thing, oh earth and gods, even beyond terrible, that he (i.e.
Phormion) should allow those men who made him Greek instead of Barbarian, and
a notable man instead of a slave, who led him to such great fortunes, to be in the
most extreme poverties while he has plenty and is very wealthy. ([Dem.]45.73)

4. £it’ £ig ToV0’ fjkeig paviog (ti yap diro Tic £imn;) Dot 0VK aicOaver, HTL Kol
VOV NIElS név agrovvreg, Emeronmep anniiayn @oppiov, pnoév’ vToLoyoV
givan, £l mote 10D 60D TATPOS EyéveTo, VIEP 6oV Adyoney, 6V 8& pndémot’ &E
100V 6ol YevésOar TovTov AELOV, KOTO 60VTOD ALYELS.

You have come to such a point of insanity (for what else what one call it?) that you
do not understand, that we who now claim that, since Phormion has been freed, it
should not be held against him that he onced belonged to your father, are speaking
in your favor, whereas you are speaking against yourself. (Demosthenes 36.48).

5. Kaitou €l KoTO TOUT 01El 601 TPOSNKELY TAOV TOVTOV, OTL TOD TATPOS TOT’
¢yéveTo Tod 600, Ekeive mTpoonKkel parlov ij ooi: 6 yup av 60¢ ToTHP EKEIVOVY
¢yéveTo, MOTE KOl 6V Kol 00TOG £KEIVOV YiyvesO' £k TovTOL TOD Adyov.

For if you think that you have a claim on his property (i.e. Phormion’s), because he
onced belonged to your dad, Antimachus (that guy) has more of a right to it than
you: for your father belonged to those guys, so that both you and him (Phormion)
now belong to Antimachus (that guy) according to that argument.

(Demosthenes 36.46)
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6. 000¢ yap Ilaciov 6 60¢ Tatp ¢kt VPOV 0VOE TOD TATPOS AVTD
TAPAOOVTOS, GAAL TAPU TOTS AVTOD KVPLolg AvTicOEvel Kal ApyeoTpaT®
TPOATEITEVOVOL TEIPAV O0VS OTL YPNOTOS £6TL KAl OIKAL0G, EMOTEVO). E6TL O &V
éumopie Kol ypnpacwy £pyalopévols avlpmmors riepyov 60Eun Kl YpNoToOV
gival TOV avTOV 0avpacTov fhikov. odT’ oDy ékeive 000’ oi KOpLoL
naPESMKAV, GAL 00TOG £EQU YPNOTOS, 0UTE TMO 0 60G TUTI|P: GE YOP AV
TPoTEPOV TODOE YPNOTOV £Moincey, £i NV £ ékeive. £l 8 ToDT  dyvosig, 1
LOTIS GPOPUT TAGAV E6TL PEYIGTI TPOS YPNUUTIOUOV, AV GV AYVONGELOG.

Pasion, your father, also acquired his wealth not by a windfall or by inheritance
from his father, but he came to be trusted in the house of his masters, the bankers
Antisthenes, and Archestratus, because he showed himself to be useful and just. To
people working in commercial finance, it’s a marvelous thing for the same man to
be found industrious and also to be honest. That wasn’t something passed on to
Pasion by his masters; he was useful (or reliable) by his own doing. Likewise, your
father didn’t pass it on to Phormion; he’d have preferred to make you honest, if it
had been in his power! If you don’t understand that trustworthiness is the best of
all foundations for making money, you won’t understand anything. Apart from
that, Phormion has been useful in many ways to your father and to you and to your
business in general. (Demosthenes 36.43-44). (MacDowell translation with some
modifications)
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