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When the Governor is a Subject: The Rhetoric of Misrule in Philo’s In Flaccum and De legatione ad Gaium

1) Excerpt from Philo’s description of the riots of AD 38 (Leg. 127, 129): unkétt obv vropével v dvoxwolov
olol Te Ovteg €€exéovTo el éonuiag Kal alyladolg kal pvipata, YALXopevoL omaoat kabagov kat apAapoig
a€oc. el 0¢ Tveg 1) mookateAn|PONoaV €V Toig AAAOLS HéQeTL TG TMOAEWG T) &y Vola TOV KATATKNPAVTWY
KAK@V dyp00ev magey€vovto, TOAVTEOTWY ATEAAVOV OVUPOQDYV, T KATAAEVOILEVOL T) KEQAHLW
TITQWOKOUEVOL T) TOLVOL KAADOLG Kol DOUOG T KALQLWTATA HEQT) TOD OWHATOG Kotk HAALOTA KEPAAT|V AXOL
BavaTov KatayvOpEVOL.

€teQog 0& AOX0G 1V €PedOeVWV TOIS TOL TOTAUOD ALHETL TTOOG AQTIAYT)V TWV Katayouévwv Tovdaiwv kat wv
Kat' Epmoolov Ekoplov- EmeloBalvovteg ya taig vavol tov ¢Optov €v 0Peat TV Kupiwv é£edogouvv Kkal
avtovg éEaykwviCovteg évemipmpaoav, VAT xowpevot ndaAiots, olat, kKOVTOlS Kal Tals €Ml TV
KATAOTQWHATWY oavioL.

Since they [the Jews] could not endure the confinement, they poured out like water into the wilderness, the sea-
shore, and the tombs, striving to breathe clear and wholesome air. If any of them either had been left behind in
the other districts of the city or through ignorance of the evils that had befallen, came in from the countryside,
they had the benefit of every sort of misfortune, whether they were stoned, wounded with sharp tiles, or beaten
on the vital parts of their body, especially the head, with the branches of oak and maple trees—even to the point
of death.

Another band was lying in wait on the banks of the river to catch any Jews who happened to return there, in
order to plunder their goods. They boarded the ships and in front of their owners took their cargo, bound the
owners, and set them on fire, using the rudders, handles, punting-poles, and rowers’ benches as fuel.!

2) Philo’s ideal hearing before the imperial council (Leg. 350): ducototov pév ya éoya tadta v- kabloat
HETO OUVEDQWV AQLOTIVONV EMAeAeyéVY, EEeTalopévng UOBETEewS HeYIOTNG €V TEToAKOO(0IG
éteov novxaoBelong kal VOV TEATOV eloaryopévng Emi puoliot moAAals twv AdeEavdoéwv Tovdalwv,
éxatépwOev oTNVAL TOUG AVTIOIKOUG PETA TV OLVAYOQEVOOVTWY, &V EQEL LEV AKODOOL TG
Katnyopiag, év HégeL d¢ NG amoAoyiag mEog pepetonpévov Vdw, dvaotavia fovAevboaoBat peta
TV OLVEDQWYV, TL XOT) PaveQ@s amodprvacOol YV T duKaloTtatn)

For this was to have been the task of a judge: to sit with counsellors chosen for merit, since the matter before them
was of the greatest importance and nothing of it had been heard for four centuries. Moreover, now for the first
time, this charge was being brought against the multitude of Alexandrian Jews. He ought to have stood on either
side the disputing parties with the advocates who speak for them, to have listened to them in turn, and in turn to
have heard their defence according to the water clock, and to have risen to confer with his counsellors regarding
what it was necessary to declare in public according to just sentiment.

1 All translations my own.



3) oL 0" — €yKkOTwGe Yo elXov — 10 kKatNAA&X Ol dokelv Adyw HOVOV EmLLoQPATAVTES, EQYOLS DE KATX dLAvVOLAY
AOVHPATA HVIOKAKODVTEG KAl (OTEQ €V Bedtow kaBumokpovopevol yvnolav ¢priav 6Aov avtov
ovvapmalovol Kol YiveTal 0 pEV AQXwV UTIKO0G, Ol O UTIKOOL 1]YELOVEG, ELOTYOVLLEVOL LLEV
aAvolteAeotatag yvopag, VOV d¢ tavtag émodpoaylopevot

But [Flaccus” Alexandrian enemies], because they carried a grudge and only changed their appearance to seem to
have reconciled themselves, did so in word only. But in their deeds and their intentions, they bore irreconcilable
malice. Just like actors in the theater who pretend a genuine friendship, they captured him utterly. And so the
governor became a subject, and the subjects governors. They therefore advanced the most unprofitable
propositions, and straightaway ratified them.

4) Isiodorus and Lampo’s argument to Flaccus (In Flacc. 21-23):

OLVTAEALEVOL TTAVTEG 0UTOL BoVAgVA BovAevovot kata Twv Tovdalwv agyatewtatov kat @ PAdKKQ
neooeABOVTeG Wia paoiv: “Eopetl pnév oot ta amo TiBeolov Népwvog Tob matddg, €0oet d¢ kai 1) pet’ Ekelvov
EATILG, O £Talpdc oov Mdakowv, alowr O 0UK €0TL OOL Tt ATIO TOV KQATOUVTOG: DL O] TAQAKATTOV TJHAC EVQELV
duvatwtatov, 0P’ ob I'alog é€evpeviodnoetatl. 6 ¢ magakAnTog 1) MOALS AAeEavdéwv éotiv, v TeTipnke pEV
€€ doxnGc amag 6 Leaotog oikog, dadeQovVTws O 0 VOV U@V de0TIOTNG. TAQAKATTEVOEL D€ TUXOVOK TLVOG
TioteaL 00V dwEEAG: Hellov O dyaBov ovdev avth) mapéels 1) Toug Tovdalovg €kdovs Kal TEOEpEVOG.”

These men conspired together and formed an exceedingly grievous plan against the Jews and brought this
message to Flaccus in private: “Your hope, the son of Tiberius Nero is fallen, and your other hope alongside him,
your friend Macro.2 Nor is your standing with your master auspicious. Therefore we must find a new advocate,
through whom Gaius may be made well disposed, and that advocate is the city of Alexandria, which the
household of every Augustus has honored since the beginning, but especially our present lord. The city will now
be an advocate, provided it receives a particular gift from you. You will do nothing better than to have given up
and abandoned the Jews.”

5) Caligula’s dismissal of the Jewish Alexandrians (Leg. 367): kal aveOelc mTEOSC TO HAAAKWTEQOV,
TOOOVTOV €lm@V 0V TToVN ol HAAAOV 1) dLOTLXELS elval pot dokoDoLY AVOQWTIOL KAl AvONTOL UT)
TUOTEVOVTEG, OTL B0V KekAjpwHaL VoW, dntaAdattetal mpoota&ag kal uiv anéoxeodat (Leg. 367)

And then he [Gaius] took up a softer demeanor and spoke thus: “I think them men unfortunate rather
than wicked, and foolish for not believing that I posses the nature of a god,” and having said this, he left
and told us to depart also.

6) Claudius’ rescript to the Alexandrians from AD 41 (PLondon 6.1912, selections from col 4-5): antAwg d¢
TEOOTYOQEVW OTL AV LT KATATvONTE TNV 0AE00L0V 0QYT|V TAVTNV KaT AAAAWY avBadiov éyPBlacOdrjoopat
detéat olov Eotv NYepwV GLAGVOQWTOG €ig 0QYTV dikalav petafeBAnévoc. dloTe Tl kal VOV
dtapagtvgopat tva AAeEavdeis pév moaéws Kol PrravOowmws mpoodpéowvtat Tovdato<i>g toig v avTnv
TOALV €k TOAAQV XQOV@V 0lKOoLOL

Kal undev twv meog Bonokeiav avTols VeEVOULOREVWY TOD BeoD Avpatvwviatl dAAAX Eéwoty avTolg Tols €0eoty
xonoBatl oig kat émi ToL B0l LePaotov, AmeQ Kol Eyw dlakovoag apdotéowy ERefaiwoan: kat Tovdaiolg d¢
AVTIKQUG KeEAEUW HNdEV TANW WV TIROTEQOV E0XOV TEQLEQYALeoBaL undé womeQ €v duol MOAeTLY

2 Tiberius Nero Gemellus was one of two sons of Drusus, the emperor Tiberius’” son. Gaius had Gemellus assassinated in AD 38.



KATOLKOUVTAG dV0 Teeofelag EKTTEUTIELY TOD AOLTOD, O Ur) TEOTEQOV TOTE ETEAX O™, UNndé EémomaigeLy
YUHVAOLAQXIKOIG T) KOOUTTLKOLS &YWOL, KAQTIOVHEVOUG UEV TX OlKElX ATOAaVOVTAG D€ €V aAAoTola OAEL
TeQLOVOinG aAmaviwy ayabwv, unde énayeobal 1] meooteoOal o Lvolag 1) Atyvn<t>0v katamAéoviag
Tovdaiovg €€ oV pellovag vmovolag avaykaoOnoopat AapPavery: L dE U1, TAVIA TEOTIOV AVTOVG
émefeAevoopal KaBATEQ KOWTV TVa TG OLKOVLLEVNG VOOOV €EeYelQoVTaG. 0tV TOVTWV ATIOOTAVTEG
apdoTeQOL HETA TEAOTNTOS Kal prAavBowriag TN meodg dAAAovg (v €é0eAnonte Kal éyw mEdvolav Thg
noAews \ moujoopatl/ TV AvwTtAtw kabdmneg ék MEOYOVWY oikelag ULV VT XOVOTC.

I tell you plainly that unless you desist from this destructive hatred against one another I will be compelled to
show what a well-disposed emperor can be when turned to wrath. Therefore I earnestly entreat you now that the
Alexandrians be peaceful and humane to the Jews who have resided in their city for some time and not to abuse
them in respect to the worship of their god, but permit them to enjoy their customs as in the time of the divine
Augustus, which I have likewise sanctioned having heard both sides. As for the Jews, I command them directly
not to seek anything beyond that which they have possessed previously, nor in the future to send two delegations
as if they lived in two cities, a thing which has not been done previously. Nor should they force themselves into
the Gymnasiarchic or Cosmetic Games, as they enjoy control of their own affairs, as well as an abundance of good
things in another’s city. They should neither urge on nor let in Jews sailing from Syria or Egypt, a circumstance
from which I will be compelled to have darker suspicions. Otherwise, I will proceed entirely against them, as if
they were causing a plague throughout the whole world. If all of you, from both sides, avoid these things and
consent to live peaceably and benevolently towards one another, I will show care for a city which has been like
one of our own from the time of our forefathers.
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