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Immigration Policies in the Age of Theodosius

A) Themistius, Oration 14 (spring / summer 379 AD):

181a-b: [a] avO’ amdviov MUV yéyovag
glg vip, Gvtl maviwv &g o& Opduev, avti
Aok®v, avtl Opaxdv, avti TAAvpidv, avo’
OmMT@V, AVTL TTiC BAANC TOPACKEVTG, OTOOT
oK10¢ abpomwtepov neavictn, Kol
TPOTPOTASO VY €Aadvopey  of  Té®G Kol
OlwKoOpevoL. 810 TAG TEPL GOV AEUTOUEVOG
Nuiv éAntidag [b] éotkapev, dvamnvéousy, TOV
dpopov TG evmpayiog EpeEetv oM Zkvbaug
motevoley kol oféoev TNV vepopévnv A
névto. mopkaidy, fiv odk Ectnoev Aluog, ov
Opaxdv Opia, kol TAAvpIdY, dvemdpevTa Kot
0001mOP®- . .. TOLEIG OE oM Kol TOVG YE®PYOLG
eoPepovg toig PapPdapoig, Kai TOVG
UETOAAENG, KOl TOV XPUGOV APEVTOG KEAEVELS
1OV Gidnpov petoaddedely. Kol 6TPOTOS 0VTOG
Gyevotog 1Modvmabelag 1M cvveppuNKEV
€0ehovtng

B) Themistius, Oration 15 (January 381 AD):

190d- 191a: 190 [d] toryapodv @GV TOig
OmAOIC OVK €KpATNOOpEV, TOVTOLG Ti Of
miotel mpoonyayopedo  aOTOKANTOLS, Kod
domep M poyviytig Abog novyi EérkeTar Ta
owNplo, oVT® Kol aVTOG AKOVITL EPEIMKVGM
tov [étnv duvaoty, kai flkel oot E0ehovTng
0 malot oepvog kol dymioyvopwmv 191 [a]
ikémg €ig v oMy v Pacirida, od ToOV
natépa 0 moppeyédng Kovotoviivog eikdvi
amepeldicoeto Th VOV £Tt AvaKeluévn Tpog Td
0mo0000u® 10D PovAevtnpiov. ovt® SO
ayadn| faciiel ToAA®Y AoTidOV dSuVUTOTEPQ

181a-b: [a] “we look to you in place of all
others Dacians, Thracians, Illyrians, men at
arms and the rest of our armament all of
which vanished away quicker than a shadow,
and we, who were ourselves pursued, beat
them vigorously. It is because of the hopes
left to us in you that we have taken a stand [b]
that we draw breath and believe that you shall
now check the impetus of success for the
Scythians and quench the conflagrations that
devours all things, which neither the river
Haemus could halt nor the boundaries of
Thrace or Illyria.....already you make even
farmers a terror to the barbarian, and the
miners too, whom you command to neglect
gold and dig for iron. And this army which
has not tasted the life of luxury has now come
together voluntarily”(7Trans. Heather- Moncur
2001, 225-226)

190d- 191a: 190 [d] “...Those whom we
have not conquered by arms, we attract
voluntarily through faith in you and, as the
magnetic stone gently draws iron to itself, so
you drew on the gethic chieftain without
effort and he comes to the royal city as a
willing suppliant to you, 191 [a] he who was
once proud and haughty of spirit, whose
father Constantine won over with the statue
which even now stands at the rear of the
Senate House. Thus a good reputation is more
powerful for a king than many shields”
(Trans. Heather- Moncur 2001, 243-244 )
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C) Themistius, Oration 16 (January 383 AD):

1) 208 b-c: yivockav Ot doomep Ov
peiCova  Ad1kNG®GL, T0GOOT® UAAAOV GV
EYVOKAGY  €0VTOIG  GLVOLGOUEVOV,  EYVD
Behtiovo etvon TV éml TOiG MUOPTNUEVOLG
ovyyvounv  tg  Gxpt  t®V  €oyxdtov
erovekiog. kol (ntdv 66TI; avT@® TPOG TV
viknv tavtnyv dokovicetal...[e] odk £5e76n
xpoévov  mpOg  ebpeotv tod  pdAioTo
gmmoeiov....méunel kabamep AyAAEDS TOV
étaipov én’ AUEIVOoIY 01mVOIC

2) 211 a-b: nétepov oLV PEATIOV VEKPGHV
gumificat TV Opdkny 1 YeopydV; Kol TaQmV
amodeiton [b] peotv 1 avlpomov; kal
Badilewy oU aypiag §| OU eipyoouévng wod
apuely  todg meQovevuévoug 1 TOLg
apobvtag; kol petowilewv, € toyor, Opoyag
kai BiBuvoug 1j cuvowilev odg keyepdpeda;
axobm mopd TV Ekelbev dpikvovuévemv OTL
petamolodol TOV  Gidnpov €k T®V  EpdV
Kol TV  Oopdkov g OSwéAlog VOV Kol
dpemdvag,
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1) 208 b-c: “(Theodosius) realized that
forgiveness towards those who had done
wrong was better than to fight it out to the
bitter end. And seeking someone who would
be of service to him in gaining this victory....
[c] he lost no time in finding the most suitable
man (Saturninus)....(Theodosius) sends him
out just as Achilles did his companion
(Patroclus) but with better auspices” (Trans.
Heather- Moncur 2001, 277)

2) 211 a-b: “Was it better to fill Thrace
with corpses or with farmers? To make it full
of tombs [b] or living men? To progress
through a wilderness or a cultivated land? To
count up the number of the slaughtered or
those who will till the soil? To colonize it
with Phrygians or Bithynians perhaps, or to
live in harmony with those we have subdued?
I hear from those who have returned from
there that they are now turning the metal of
their swords and breastplates into hoes and
pruning hooks” (7rans. Heather- Moncur
2001,280)

D) Synesius, De regno, 22a- 26¢ (398 or 399 AD)

“Arming peoples who have been raised under different laws...is like mixing in wolves
with your sheep dogs....the Scythians must be excluded; all romans must be pressed into service.
The military must be kin with them it defends, or it will prey upon them. The first step will be to
ban these skin-wearing foreigners from the roman civic honors they insult.....the foreign
infection must be purged from the army, before it spreads. The Scythians are an effeminate race
the Romans conquered of old. They have come to us as suppliants driven from their own land.
Theodosius raised them up. But now they repay his compassion with insolence.. hordes of
foreigners extort subsidies from us. We must recover our military strenght and drive them forth.
The task will not be too hard for soldier- citizens led and inspired by their own king” (Summary

from Cameron —Long 1993, 105-106)
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