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1. drunken wisdom from Alcaeus

a. fr.332
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b. fr.342
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c. fr.366
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d. fr.333
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e. fr.335
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2. other assorted pithy gnomai

a. fr.341 [cf. lliad 20.250]
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b. test. 427 (X Aesch. Septem 398)
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c. test. 442 (X Soph. OC 954)
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d. fr.364
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e. fr.344 (2 lliad 21.319)
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f.  fr.435 [cf. Pindar, fr. 106.4]
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3. Alcaeus, fr. 360
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Now we must get drunk and drink with all our might, since

Myrsilos is dead.

Plant no tree before the vine.

wine, dear boy, and truth

wine is the (window/mirror/measuring-stick?) of a man

It is not right to surrender our spirit to troubles, for we shall
not benefit from grieving, Oh Bycchis; the best of remedies is
to bring wine and get drunk.

If you say what you want you may hear what you don’t want.

This from Alcaeus: “Weapons with insignias do not wound,
nor do they have power of their own, unless the one carrying
them is noble.”

The mind/soul grows old last.

Poverty, wretched and unmanageable, who overpowers
a great people with her sister Helplessness.

I know that if a man moves gravel, stone not easily worked, he
will probably get a headache.

“the Nanny-goat of Scyros” (?!)

the bass (the fish) swims at the surface

For they say that once Aristodemus said this Adyog not
unwisely in Sparta: “Money is the man, and not one poor man
is good or honorable.”
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a few sayings of Pittacus

“It is difficult to be truly good.”

“Even the gods do not fight against necessity.”
“Rule (épym) manifests the man.”

“The rule of the *painted wood’ is strongest.”

“Make your victories bloodless ones.”
“Never berate a friend, or even an enemy.”
“Forgiveness is preferable to vengeance.”

S@hoooow

5. Alcaeus, fr. 129

“Give back what has been entrusted to you for safekeeping.”

The Lesbians established this great conspicuous precinct to be held in common, and put in it altars of the blessed immortals, and they
entitled Zeus God of Suppliants and you, the Aeolian, Glorious Goddess, Mother of all, and this third they named Kemelios
[Semelgios?], Dionysus, eater of raw flesh. Come, with gracious spirit hear our prayer, and rescue us from these hardships and from
grievous exile; and let their Avenger pursue the son of Hyrrhas, since once we swore, cutting . . . never (to abandon?) any of our
comrades, but either to die at the hands of men who at that time came against us and to lie clothed in earth, or else to kill them and
rescue the people from their woes. But Pot-belly did not talk to their hearts; he recklessly trampled the oaths underfoot and devours

our city . .. not lawfully . . . grey . .. written(?) . . . Myrsilus . . .

6. Alcaeus, fr. 148 (P.Oxy. 2295, fr.9)
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7. Alcaeus, fr. 400
70 yap Apegvt katddvny Kdiov

8. Alcaeus, fr. 428
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9. Alcaeus, fr. 335
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10. Alcaeus, fr. 348
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11. Alcaeus, fr. 426 LP
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ootV vdpeg avtodg chlev idotec, dvrodOa kol Teiyn kol
TOAELC.

. prosperous/happy . . .
.. now wretched . . .
.. lonely . ..
.. far from friends . . .
.. alone; but since . . .
..tolive...

. immortals . . .

It is noble to die in war.

Alcaeus is safe, but the Athenians hung up his (protection-
shield?) in the temple of Glaukopis Athena.

It is not right to surrender our spirit to troubles, for we shall
not benefit from grieving, Oh Bycchis; the best of remedies is
to bring wine and get drunk.

They established base-born Pittacus as tyrant of that gutless,
ill-starred city, all of them loud in his praise.

...the words which the poet Alcaeus said long ago and which
many have since borrowed from him, that cities are not stones
or wood or the craft of builders; but wherever there are men
who know how to defend themselves, there are walls and
cities.



12. Alcaeus, fr. 112
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13. Pindar, Paean 2.37-38
] dxai 8¢ teTyog AvdpdY
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Thucydides 7.77

Nicias: “16 1€ EOpmay yvidte, O SvSpeg oTpaTIdTOL, CVOyKaidV
€ OV DUV avdpdoty ayaboig yiyveohar g un dviog xwpiov
€yyvg 6mot av poakicBévieg cmbeinte kai, v vov dopoynte
TOVG ToAepiong, of e BAAOL TEvESpEVOL BV EmBVpETTE OV
EMOETV Kal ol ABnvaiot TV peyaAnv dOvopy TG TOAE®S
Kainep mENTOKLIOY ENavopODGOVTEG: AvOpes Yap TOALG, Kol
0V Teiym ovdE vijeg AvopdV Kevai.”

Herodotus 8.61

8.61.1 tadta Aéyoviog Oguotoriéog avtic 6 Kopiviiog
Adeinavtog ETEQEPETO, GLYAV TE KEAEDMV T® UT) E0TL TOTPIG
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8.61.2 t01e dM 0 OgpioToKAéNg KEWVOV TE Kai Tovg KopvBiovg
TOAMG T€ Kol Kakd Eleye, EmVTOIOL TE EdMA0VL AOY® MG €in Kol
TOMG kol v7| péCmv 1] mep ékeivolot, E6T” av dKOGLOL VEEG OQL
£oot temAnpopévar ovdapovg yap EAMvov avtoig Emdvtag
amokpovoechat.

... through foolishness . . .

.o time ..

.. . the son of Cronus himself . . .
... however he wishes . . .
...notgreatly ...

.. . tearful contest/struggle . . .
...the best men. ..

...long. ..

for warlike men are the city’s tower/stronghold
... that man wanted . . .

... fate held off . . .

...Zeus. ..

... lethimbringin...

... before heavy . ..
...somuchlpray...

... light of thesun. ..

... Cleanactidas . . .

... or Archeanactidas . . .

... honey-sweet . . .
...theylost. ..

the valors of men stand as the highest wall

“To sum up, be convinced, soldiers, that you must be brave, as
there is no place near for your cowardice to take refuge in, and
that if you now escape from the enemy, you may all see again
what your hearts desire, while those of you who are Athenians
will raise up again the great power of the state, fallen though it
be. Men make the city and not walls or ships without men in
them.”

8.61.1 As Themistocles said this, Adeimantus the Corinthian
attacked him again, advising that a man without a city should
keep quiet and that Eurybiades should not ask the vote of a
man without a city. He advised Themistocles to contribute his
opinion when he provided a city—attacking him in this way
because Athens was captured and occupied.

8.61.2 This time Themistocles said many things against him
and the Corinthians, declaring that so long as they had two
hundred manned ships, the Athenians had both a city and a
land greater than theirs, and that none of the Hellenes could
repel them if they attacked.



11. Alcaeus, fr. 117(b).21-40
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. making themselves a ship . . . for | do not have
..'you toiled . . . (gave) many favors . . . to those

coming after . . . ; what someone gives to a prostitute
one might as well throw into the waves of the grey
sea. (if someone) does not know this, I could
persuade; whoever keeps company with prostitutes,
these things happen: in the time after shame and
much destructive misery . . . deceives . . . furthest
border of ills . . . soul . . . with tears; but she . . .
another man . . . whoever . . . cold wave . . . Sisyphus

.bend. ..



