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Failed Visions: The Goatherd's Cup and Daphnis in Theocritus' First Idyll

1.) The Goatherd's Evaluation of the Cup (/d. 1.56):
aimolkov Banpa: tépag K€ Tv Bopov drtvéat

A goatherd's wonder, a portent that might overpower your heart.!

2.) "Competition of Compliments'" (/d. 1.1-11):

[®Vpoic:] "AdV T1 10 yiBOpiopa Kal G TiTLg, aimdAe, TV,
0 moti Toic maryaict, peAicdeTat, adL O Kol TV

ovpicdeg: petd IMdva T devtepov AOAOV AmolsH.

od ka THvog AN kepadV Tpéyov, oiya TO AayT.

oi ka 8 oiya AaPn tijvoc vépoc, ¢ & katappel

0 YlLopog: Yap® 08 KaAdV Kpéag, E0TE K™ AUEAENG.

[oimodog:] &d10v, @ mowunv, TO TedV HEAOC T} TO KaTaysg
TV’ and T0¢ mETpag KataAeifetor Vyodev HOwpP.

ai ko Tl Moioat tav oftda ddpov dymvral,

dpvo O cakitav Aoyt Yépag: ai 6€ K ApEoK)

VoG dpva Aafelv, To 6¢ Tav d1v Dotepov AER).

[Thyrsis:] Sweet whispers sings the pine there by the springs, goatherd, and sweetly also
do you pipe. After Pan, you will take the second prize. If he chooses the horny goat, you
will take the nanny. If he takes the nanny as reward, the kid falls to you. And the kid has
good meat before you milk her.

[Goatherd:] Sweeter, O Shepherd, is your song than the plashing water that flows down
above from the rocks. If the Muses take the ewe for their gift, then you shall have the
stall-fed lamb as reward. And if it pleases them to take the lamb, then you will lead away
the ewe after.

3.) Thyrsis' Competitive Song (/d. 1.23-24):

ai 88 deiong /mg 8xo toV Apvade moti Xpduv oog Epicdav...

If you sing as once you did when you vied with Chromis of Libya...

! Theocritus is quoted from the edition of Gow, Apollonius Rhodius, from Vian. All translations are my own.
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4.) Priapus' Speech to Daphnis (Id. 1.85-91, refrain omitted ):

... & dVoEpdG TIC Byav Kod dunyavog 661,

Bovtag pav Eréyen, vov & aimdA® avopl Eotkac.
Onooc B’ dooph) TaC unkadag olo Patedvran,
TareTon OPOUAUMS, HTL OV TPAYOG AVTOC EYEVTO...
Kol ™ & énel kK doopiig Toc mapBévog oo yeAdvTL,
Thxeat OQOaAUDS, OTL 00 UETA TOTOL YOPEVELC.

Ah! Some wretched and helpless lover you are. You were called a cowherd, but now you
seem like a goatherd-man. Whenever a goatherd sees his bleating nannies being mounted,
his eyes melt, because he is not a billy goat... And you, when you see the maidens
laughing, your eyes melt because you are not dancing among them.

5.) The Presence of Priapus (/d. 1.21-23):
debp’ VIO Thv TrEAéay Eadmpeda, Td te [pmw
Kai Tév kpovidmv katevavtiov, dmep 6 OdKOG

TIVOG O TOUEVIKOG Kol Tol dpOEC. ..

Let's sit here, under the elm, opposite Priapus and the springs, where there's a shepherd's
seat and oaks.

6.) Goatherd's Vision Redux (Id. 1.149-52):
Nvide To1 10 démag: Baoat, Pilog, MG KaAOV OGdeL
‘Qpav memhvcBol viv éml Kpdvoist Sokncelc.
3" 101 Kiooaifa, ™ 8 épelyé viv. ai 8¢ yipapa,

0V U1 OKIPTACGETTE, U O TPAYOS DUULY AVOUOT.

Here is the cup: see, friend, how good it smells. You will think it has been washed in the
springs of the Hours. Come here Kissaitha! And you, milk her. You nannies, don't prance
around, lest the billy goat rise up for you.

7.) Daphnis' Silence (1.92):
TOG O 000V moTeEAEEND”™ O fovKOLOG. ..

The cowherd did not respond to them [Priapus and the other visitors]
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8.) Daphnis' "Vision" (/d. 1.132-36):
VoV {a pev popéotte Batot, opéotte & dxavoar,
0 08 KaAd vapKIGGog €n dpkevBolot kKopdoat,
whvto &° Avaida Yévolto, Kal & Titug dyvog Evelkat.
Adovig émel Bvdoket: Kol Tag Khvag GAapog EAKot,
KNE 0pE€®V TOl OKATES ANdOGL YoPHGUIVTO.

Now, let the brambles bear violets, and the thistle too! And the let the beautiful narcissus
bloom on the juniper. Let everything be inverted, and the pine bear pears, since Daphnis
is dying. And the deer tear up the dogs, and the owls from the mountains rival the
nightingales in song.

9.) The Argonauts Witness terata (Ap. Rhod. Arg. 1.1140-48):

N 8¢ mov edayéesoty Emi epéva OTjke Bundaic
avtain oaipwv, Ta o° €owdTa oot EYevTo.
dévdpea UV KapTOV Y€0V GOTETOV, APl O TOGGIV
avTopATN EVE Yoio Tepeivng vBea moing:

Ofipec 6 €ilvovg T KT ELAOGYOVE TE MTOVTEG
ovpfiow caivovteg EmnAvbov. 1 8¢ kail dALo

Ofike Tépag- €nel ob TL mapoitepov HoaTL VaeY
Atvdvpov, GAAE ooy TOT  avePpaye dtydadog adTmg
€K KOPLOTC GAANKTOV...

The goddess beseeched with holy offerings surely took them to heart, and there were
seemly signs. Trees flowed with fruit uncountable, and around their feet the earth
spontaneously grew flowers from tender grass. Wild animals abandoned their dens and
thickets and approached them with wagging tails. And she made another portent: never
before had Dindymon flowed with water, but then, just so, a ceaseless spring seethed
from the dry peak for them.
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