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1. Eur. 14 296-300. 6 6¢ xepl ondcog Eipoc, poGyovg dpovoag &G HEGOC AEmV OTmG, Taigl
oNPw Aaydvog £¢ mAevpdc 0 1eig, Sokdv Epivig Oeag apivesOon tdde, dG aipatnpov mEloyog
€EavOelv aAOC. / ... but he drew his sword and rushed like a lion into the midst of our cattle,
striking their flanks with his iron sword and thrusting it into their sides, thinking in this way to
ward off the Furies, so that the waves of the sea blossomed red with blood.

2. Aesch. Supp. 885. pa I'a. ud I'd, Podv poPepov andrpene, ® md, [ag mod, Zed. / Mother Earth,
Mother Earth, turn away his fearful cry, O Zeus child of Earth.

3. Eur. Phoen. 586. & 0<oi, yévoic0e TV amdTpomor koxdv koi Evppactv tv’ Oidimov
tékvolg 00te. / O gods, may you all be averters of evils and reconcile the sons of Oedipus.

4. Aesch. Per. 201-205. £nci & avéotnV Kal yEPOTV KAAAPPOOL Eyovca TyTc, cuv Ounmdiom
yepi PopOV TPocEsTny, amoTpémorot daiposty 0Ehovsa Odcot Téavoy, Ov TéAn Tade. / When I
rose and washed my hands in the well-running spring, I approached the altar with incense in my
hands, being willing to sacrifice by burning a thick solution of meal + honey (pelanos) to the
averting gods.

Aesch. Per. 215. 0g00¢ 8¢ mpootpomaic ikvovuévn, &l Tt pAodpov £18e¢, aitod tdvS dmoTpomiv
TEAETV, TAL O Ayad’ éxteAn) yevéohan col te Kol Tékvolg 6ébev kai ToOAeL iloig € miot. / If,
however, it is something inauspicious that you have seen, visit the gods with supplicatin and
entreat them to avert the evil and to bring to pass what will be beneficial to you, your children,
the kingdom, and all else that you hold dear.

5. Aesch. Ag. 845-850. koi 10 p&v Kakdg &xov dmmc xpovilov €0 pevel Bovdevtéov: dtm 8¢ Kai
Ol UPUAKOV To®VIDY, ITOL KEAVTES T TELOVTEC EDPPOVAC TEWPUoOUESON T drosTpEYar
vooov. /| Where all goes well, we must take counsel so that it may long endure; but whenever
there is need of healing remedy, we will by kind appliance of cautery or the knife endeavor to
turn away the disease.

6. Xen. Hell. 3.3.4. ¢k d¢ To0TOV BHOVTEC KOl TOIG AMOTPOTTAIOLS KOl TOIG GMOTHPOL, Kl LOALG
KaAMepoavtes, Enavoavto. / There-upon they made offerings to the gods who avert evil and to
those who grant safety, and having with difficulty obtained favourable omens, ceased sacrificing.

7. Xen. Symp. 4.33. ovkodv, £pn 0 KaAriog, kal edyn undénote TAoVTELY, Kol av Tt dvap
ayabov 1dnc, 1oic amotpomaiolg Bveig; pna Aio Todto pEVTOL, EQN, EYM® 0V TOLD, AAAG [LAA
QIAOKIVOOVOC VTTOUEVD, AV To0EV TL EAmilw AqwecaOar. / “Your prayers, also,” said Callias, “are
doubtless to the effect that you may never be rich, and if you ever have a fine dream you
sacrifice, do you not, to the deities who avert disasters?”



8. Thuc. 6.18.6. xai ur vVudag 1 Nikiov T®V AdY®V ATpayocHvn Kol S1AeTAGLS TOIG VEOLS £ TOVG
npecfutépoug amoTpéyn, ... / Let not the speech of Nicias, tending only to laziness and to the
stirring of debate between the young men and the old, avert you from it...

9. Aeschin. In Ctes. 3.201. tic o0V 0TtV GmOTPOTT| TOV TO0VTMV AOYOV, £Y0) Tpoepd. / What is
the turning-away of such speeches, I will tell you.

10. Polyb. 3.102.7. 161¢ 8¢ pukpov avabappncag EneEnAde kal Bpayd Tpo Thg oTpatonedeiog
TapeUPardV LOAMG dresTPEYATO TOV EvestdTa Kivovvov. / This encouraged Hannibal to make
a sally: and having got into order of battle a short distance from the camp, he just managed with
difficulty to avert the threatened danger.

11. Plut. Num. 15.5. gingiv, ‘avOponov’ Tov 8¢ avdig EKTpémovra 10 ToD TPOsTUYLUTOC SEVOV
gnepécbat, ‘Opi&iv;’... / ‘Of men,’ said Jupiter. Thereupon Numa, trying once more to avert (to
turn aside) the horror of the prescription, asked, ‘with hair?’

12. Plut. De Is. Et Os. 63. tov yop Toedva ¢ooct T01¢ 6eloTpolc amoTpémey Kol dmokpovesdal,
dnhodvreg: 811 i POopdc cuVSeodong ko ioThonc, avdic dvalvet THY VGV Koi dvioTnot Sid
TG Kwwnoewc M Yéveolc. / They say that they avert and repel Typhon by means of the sistrums,
indicating thereby that when destruction constricts and checks Nature, generation releases and
arouses it by means of motion.

13. Plut. De Amore Prolis 5. v yap D¢ texodoa SEAPAKIOV T} KOOV S16TapaEn GKVAGKIOV,
abvpodot kal tapdtTovtal, kal 0eoic amotpomara OHovst Kai Tépag vopilovov , G TAGL KOTA,
QOO 7 OTEPYEWV T TIKTOUEVA KO TPEPELY OVK AVOpElv Tpoohkov. / For if a sow tears to pieces
her suckling pig, or a bitch her puppy, men grow despondent and disturbed and offer to the gods
sacrifices to avert the evil, and consider it a portent on the ground that Nature prescribes to all
creatures that they should love and rear their offspring, not destroy them.

14. Plut. Quest. Con. 7.2. ... olov £860kel 10 mepi TV yéralov sivar Ty V10 yoaAaloLALK®Y
aipatt omdlokog 1j pakiolg yovoikeiolg amotpemopévny... / ... that those officers that are
appointed to watch the coming of the hail avert the storm by offering a mole's blood or a
woman's rags...

15. Plut. Quest. Rom. 83. g0pedijval 6 Pact YpNGLOVG TODTA TE TPOIMAODVTOC MG EML KUK
YEVNOOUEVQ, KOl TPOGTATTOVTOG AALOKOTOLS TIGL daiploot Kol EEVOIC AmoTpomig EveKa TOD
Emovtog Tpoéabar 600 pev [p. 128] "EAAnvag, 600 ¢ I'ardrtag {HvTog antodt katopuyévtag. /
They say that oracles were found foretelling that these events would come to pass for the bane of
the Romans, and enjoining on them that, to avert the impending disaster, they should offer as a
sacrifice to certain strange and alien spirits two Greeks and two Gauls, buried alive on the spot.

16. Plut. Quest. Con. 7.6. Hote Taoysy 100G dewmvilovtag, & Taoyovoty ol tf Exdrn kai toig
GToTPOTAiONG EKPEPOVTEC; / ...50 that the inviter must be in the same case with those that set
forth suppers to Hecate and the Gods who avert evil...

17. Plut. Quaest. Rom. 111. o0 pnv 000€ Kabapedey HGovto Tavtdmacty ol Todotol To {Pov kol
yap Olvumiov pev odvdevi Oedv kabiépmtal, yOovig o0& deinvov ‘Exdtn nepnduevog ig tptddovg



amotTpomaimv Kol kabapciov Enéyel poipav. / Nor, in fact, did the men of old think that this
animal was wholly pure, for it was never sacrificed to any of the Olympian gods ; and when it is
sent to the cross-roads as a supper for the earth-goddess Hecaté, it has its due portion among
sacrifices that avert and expiate evil.

18. Plut. Quest. Graec. 3. v t1ig AOnvag iépetav obtw Kahodoty, 6Tt Toteltal Tvag Busiog kol
iepovpyiag amoTpomaiovs... / This is the name which they give to the priestess of Athena
because she performs certain sacrifices and ceremonies to avert evil.

19. Paus. 2.11.1. évtedbev 6¢ dmotpanciow énl TOANV Kahovpévny Tepav,... mpod 100 Popod o6&
avT® pvijuo Enonel kéymotat, kol Tod tdeov tAnciov giciv Amotpomatol 0goi: mopd ToVTOIG
dpddov 6ca "EAANveg éc amotpomny kak®dv vouiCovow. / With respect (to them) having turned
away from here to the gate called Holy... They made a burial mound for Epopeus himself before
the altar, and near the grave are the Apotropaic Gods,; around them the Greeks do those many
things which they believe/perform [for] the turning-away of evils.

20. Paus. 2.34.3. 10070 ¢ &1 1010016V £6TIV 0VK 0100, ELeyov 8¢ ol mepi T MéOava, Emel
oAy ye O Bucioug eidov kai Enmdaic avOpdrov dmotpémovrag. / If this be the case I do
not know, though the people around Methana said that it was true, and I have seen before now
men trying to keep off hail by sacrifices and spells.

21. Paus. 9.22.1. éc 6¢ 100 ‘Eppod ta iepa 100 18 Kproedpov kai ov IIpduayov kadodot, Tod uev
€ v EmikAnow Aéyovov o¢ 0 ‘Epuiic opioty amotpéyal vocov Aotumdon mtepl 10 TEY0G KpLov
TEPLEVEYKAV,... / There are sanctuaries of Hermes Ram-bearer and of Hermes called
Champion. They account for the former surname by a story that Hermes averted a pestilence
from the city by carrying a ram round the walls...

22. Paus. 5.1.7. ‘Eppod te év Ilehomovviicm vaov idpvoacot kai Odcar t@ 0@ [Téoma EAeyov
ot 'H\glow mpdtov, amotpemopevoy 10 éml T Mvoptilov Bovato puvipe ék tod 0god. / The
Eleans say that Pelops was the first to dedicate a temple to Hermes in the Peloponnese and to
sacrifice to the god, he having turned away the wrath of the god on account of the death of
Myrtilus.

23. Strabo Geo. 16.4.17. ctififovtol &° EmUEADC MG ol YOVOIKES, TEPIKEVTUL OE TOIG TPAYAOLS
Kkoyyio avti Backaviov. / The women carefully paint themselves with antimony. They wear about
their necks shells, as a protection against fascination by witchcraft.

24. Plut. De Is. et Os. 65. 510 koi AéyesOoi v “Iow aicBopévny 81t koeL Teprayocdm
QUVAOKTI POV EKTN UNVOG totapévov Doawoi: / Which they say is the reason that Isis is reported,
upon her finding herself to be with child, to have hung a certain amulet or charm about her upon
the sixth day of the month Phaophi...

25. Ath. 6.253e. &\\ot név fj popay yap dméyovsty Ogoi, §j odk Exovoty Ata, i 0Ok glotv, fj oV
TPOGEXOVGLY UV 000E &V, € 6& Tapovl OpdueY, 00 ELAIVOV 00OE ABvov, GAL AANOWVOV.
evyouecsba oM oot/ The other gods are either far away, or deaf, or do not exist, or they pay us no
attention. But you we see here, not made of wood or stone, but real. To you, then, we pray.
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