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1 - Plutarch, Life of Pericles 12.5 
τοῖς µὲν γὰρ ἡλικίαν ἔχουσι καὶ ῥώµην αἱ στρατεῖαι τὰς ἀπὸ τῶν κοινῶν εὐπορίας παρεῖχον, τὸν 
δʼἀσύντακτον καὶ βάναυσον ὄχλον οὔτʼ ἄµοιρον εἶναι ληµµάτων βουλόµενος οὔτε λαµβάνειν 
ἀργὸν καὶ σχολάζοντα, µεγάλας κατασκευασµάτων ἐπιβολὰς καὶ πολυτέχνους ὑποθέσεις ἔργων 
διατριβὴν ἐχόντων ἐνέβαλε φέρων εἰς τὸν δῆµον, ἵνα µηδὲν ἧττον τῶν πλεόντων καὶ φρουρούντων 
καὶ στρατευοµένων τὸ οἰκουροῦν ἔχῃ πρόφασιν ἀπὸ τῶν δηµοσίων ὠφελεῖσθαι καὶ µεταλαµβάνειν. 
 
«And it was true that his military expeditions supplied those who were in the full vigor of manhood with 
abundant resources from the common funds, and in his desire that the unwarlike throng of common laborers 
should neither have no share at all in the public receipts, nor yet get fees for laziness and idleness, he boldly 
suggested to the people projects for great constructions, and designs for works which would call many arts 
into play and involve long periods of time, in order that the stay-at-homes, no whit less than the sailors and 
sentinels and soldiers, might have a pretext for getting a beneficial share of the public wealth (trans. by B. 
Perrin)». 
 
2 - IG I³ 476 - Erechtheum accounts, a. 408/7, l. 46-54, 270-280. Dionysodoros living in Melite, the 

encaustic painter. 
 
6th prytany 
 

 
 

 
To painters in encaustic, 
for painting the cymatium on the 
inner epistyle, at 5 ob. a foot, 
contractor, Dionysodoros living in Melite, 
guarantor, Herakleides of Oa, 30 dr. 
Sum total to painters in encaustic, 30 dr. 
 

8th prytany 
 

 
 

To a painter in encaustic, for painting the 
cymatium on the inner epistyle, 
at 5 ob. a foot, 113 feet, 
to the contractor, Dionysodoros, living in 
Melite, we gave in addition to what he had 
received before, Herakleides of Oa being the 
guarantor, 44 dr., 1 ob. 
Sum total of payments to the painter in 
encaustic, 44 dr., 1 ob. 

 

Unit price: 5 ob. per foot; painted surface: 113 feet; total price: 113 feet x 5 ob. = 94 dr. 1 ob.  
Preserved payments: 30 dr. (6th pr., advance payment) + 44 dr. 1 ob. (8th pr., balance) = 74 dr. 1 ob. 
[Other advance payment = 94 dr. 1 ob. – 74 dr. 1 ob. = 20 dr.]. 
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3 - IG I³ 475 - Erechtheum accounts, a. 409/8, l. 97-132. Expenditures for chiseling the pediment 
blocks for the east gable and for shaping the blocks for the gable towards the Pandroseum.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Expenditure for work. Pediment blocks 
for the east gable: for the remaining 
work on the central block and its 
backer, 5 feet long, 3 ½ feet wide, 1 
foot thick, to Axiopeithes living in 
Melite, 1 block and its backer, 20 dr. 
For the remaining work on the blocks 
next to the central block and their 
backers, 7 feet long, 3 feet wide, 1 foot 
thick, to Axiopethes living in Melite, 
for 1 block and its backer, 15 dr.; to 
Phanokles living in Koile, for 1 block, 
16 dr.; to Kephisodoros living in 
Skambonidai for the backer for this 
block, 10 dr. For the two wedge-shaped 
blocks and their backers, 5 feet long, 1 
½ foot wide, 1 foot thick, to Lysias, son 
of Alkippos, of Kephisia, for 1 block 
and its backer, 10 dr. To Eudikos living 
in Agryle, for 1block and its backer, 8 
dr. Number of blocks, 5. Backers, 5. 
Total expenditures for work on the east 
gable, 79 dr. On the gable towards the 
Pandroseum: for shaping the central 
block, 4 feet long and wide, 1 ½ foot 
thick, to Ameiniades living in Koile, 1 
block, 40 dr. For shaping the block next 
to the central block and its backer, 7 
feet long, 3 feet wide, 1 foot thick, to 
[…]magathos of Xypete, for 1 block 
and its backer, 20? dr. For shaping a 
wedge-shaped block and its backer, 5 
feet long, 1 ½ foot wide, 1 thick, to 
Lysanias living in Kydathenaion, for 1 
block and its backer, 8 dr. Number of 
blocks, 3. Backers, 2. Total 
expenditures for work on the gable 
towards the Pandroseum, 60? dr. 
 
 
 
 

East gable: 5 workers, 10 blocks, 79 dr. 
Gable towards the Pandroseum: 3 workers, 5 blocks, 60? dr. 
 
 



 

3 

4 - IG I³ 475 - Erechtheum accounts, a. 409/8, l. 240-256. Expenditures for a roof. 
 
 

 

 
 
To carpenters for planning cross-pieces for 
the roof, 7 palms long, 10 dactyls wide, at 
1 ½ ob. each, 45 dr. to Komon living in 
Melite, for 180 cross-pieces; 17 dr. to 
Timomachos of Acharnai, for 68 cross-
pieces; 11 dr., 4 ½ ob. to Tlesias of Kettos, 
for  47 cross-pieces; 21 dr. to Mikion 
living in Melite, for 84 cross-pieces; 2 dr., 
1 ½ ob. to Euthydomos of Melite, for 9 
cross-pieces. Sum total for work on the 
cross-pieces for the roof, 97 dr. Payments 
to artisans for piece-work and day labor. 
For laying tiles above the ceiling upon the 
temple, to Kteson of Lakiadai, 24 dr. For  
laying the rafters and the cross-pieces, by 
day labor, to Gerys, for 6 days’ work, 6 
dr.; to Mikion, for 3 days’ work, 3 dr.; to 
Kroisos, for 5 days’ work, 5 dr. 

 
 
 
5 - IG I³ 475 - Erechtheum accounts, a. 409/8, l. 28-34. Expenditures for placing and dressing the 

blocks of the frieze on the north wall. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
On the north wall: for placing blocks 8 feet 
long, 2 feet high, 1 foot thick, to Phalakros 
of Paiania, 4 blocks, 40 dr. For placing 
backing-stones for these, 2 blocks of 
Pentelic marble, from the stoa, 4 feet long, 
2 feet high, ¾ of a foot thick, at 3 dr. each, 
to Phalakros of Paiania, 2 blocks, 6 dr. For 
placing other backing-stones between the 
wooden beams, of Aeginetan stone, from 
the stoa, 4 feet long, 2 feet wide, 1 ½ foot 
thick, at 2 dr., 5 ob. each, to Phalakros of 
Painia, 8 blocks, 22 dr., 4 ob. For dressing 
the top surface of these, 14 tetrapodies, to 
 Phalakros of Painia and his assistant, 49 
dr. 
 

 
 
Total amount paid to Phalakros, 117 dr. 4 ob. 
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6 - IG I³ 475 - Erechtheum accounts, a. 409/8, l. 206-224. Expenditures for a coffered ceiling. 
 

 

 
 
 
[…] living in Melite made [ ] for 
smoothing the two box-wood frames of 
this, and gluing them, at 6 dr. each, 12 
dr. For dowelling on the astragalus, 
having received it turned in the lathe, 37 
dr. For gluing in the moldings of two 
ladders and truing them up, tested by the 
stone straight-edge, at 10 dr. each, 20 dr. 
For gluing in four moldings of the square 
frame, 4 in number, and for truing them 
up, tested by the stone straight-edge, at 3 
dr. each, 12 dr. For gluing in ten small 
cymatia, 10 in number, and smoothing 
them, tested by the stone straight-edge, 
at 3 dr. each, 30 dr. 
 
 

 
Total amount paid to […] living in Melite, 111 dr. 

 
 

 
 
7 - I.Eleusis 165 - Building specifications for the transport of the 14 column capitals of the portico 

of the Telesterion from Pentelikon to Eleusis, c. 333-307? 
 
 

 

        
 
 

 
He shall bring the fourteen capitals for the portico 
at Eleusis from Pentelikon to Eleusis, three when 
he has received them from the stone-cutter, 
making the contract by the block. The size of 
twelve of the stones, in length and width, at the 
top, along the plinth 6 ¾ feet minus 1 dactyl, and 
at the neck where it is circular 5 feet and 2 dactyls 
in diameter, 3 feet minus 2 dactyls in height. The 
two corner blocks in height like the other capitals, 
in width and length, at the top and at the bottom, 
larger than the twelve capitals, as indicated in the 
design. He shall unload all of them in the 
sanctuary where indicated by the architect. And 
the latter shall be present whenever the blocks are 
brought and unloaded. And he shall take over the 
first at once, and then the next, and the rest which 
the stone-cutters have made, according to 
measurement. Contractor: Biottos P[- ca. 20 -], 
guarantor Dem[- ca. 26 - Pa]iani[eus - ca. 30 .] 
–  – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 
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8 - Plutarch, Life of Pericles 14.1-2. 
τῶν δὲ περὶ τὸν Θουκυδίδην ῥητόρων καταβοώντων τοῦ Περικλέους ὡς σπαθῶντος τὰ χρήµατα καὶ 
τὰς προσόδους ἀπολλύντος, ἠρώτησεν ἐν ἐκκλησίᾳ τὸν δῆµον εἰ πολλὰ δοκεῖ δεδαπανῆσθαι· 
φησάντων δὲ πάµπολλα· “Μὴ τοίνυν, ” εἶπεν, “ὑµῖν, ἀλλ' ἐµοὶ δεδαπανήσθω, καὶ τῶν ἀναθηµάτων 
ἰδίαν ἐµαυτοῦ ποιήσοµαι τὴν ἐπιγραφήν.” εἰπόντος οὖν ταῦτα τοῦ Περικλέους, εἴτε τὴν 
µεγαλοφροσύνην αὐτοῦ θαυµάσαντες εἴτε πρὸς τὴν δόξαν ἀντιφιλοτιµούµενοι τῶν ἔργων, 
ἀνέκραγον κελεύοντες ἐκ τῶν δηµοσίων ἀναλίσκειν καὶ χορηγεῖν µηδενὸς φειδόµενον. 
 
«When the orators, who sided with Thucydides and his party, were at one time crying out, as their custom 
was, against Pericles, as one who squandered away the public money, and made havoc of the state revenues, 
he rose in the open assembly and put the question to the people, whether they thought that he had laid out 
much; and they saying, “Too much, a great deal,” “Then,” said he, “since it is so, let the cost not go to your 
account, but mine; and let the inscription upon the buildings stand in my name”. When they heard him say 
thus, whether it were out of surprise to see the greatness of his spirit or out of emulation of the glory of the 
works, they cried aloud, bidding him to spend on, and lay out what he thought fit from the public purse, and 
to spare no cost (trans. by R. Osborne)». 
 
 
9 - I.Eleusis 159 - Accounts of the epistatai of the sanctuary a. 336/5 or 333/2, l. 64-89. Transport 

of 23 column drums from Pentelikon to Eleusis. 
 

 

 
 
Preserved cost of the transports 
 
1st drum: 33 teams, 402 dr.; 2nd drum: 33 teams, 402 dr.; 3rd drum: 33 teams, 402 dr.; 4th drum: 32 teams, 390 
dr.; 5th drum: 30 teams, 366 dr.; 6th drum: 28+3 teams, 366? dr.; 7th drum: 27+? teams, ???; 8th +9th drums: 
??, 310? dr.; 10th -14th drums: ??, ???; 15th drum: 24? teams, 245 dr.; 16th drum: ??, ???; 17th drum: ??, 228 dr. 
+ 244 dr.; 18th drum: ??, +108 dr.; 19th drum: ??, 385 dr.; 20th drum: ??, 318 dr.; 21st drum: ??, 371 dr.; 22th 
drum: ??, 376 dr.; 23th drum: 31 teams, ??? = Total amount +4,913 dr. 
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