
Thucydides 1.22 (to accompany CAMWS talk 27 March 2015 by Clayton Miles Lehmann) 
 

 
 

 
 

As for all the things each (of the speakers) said in a speech when they 

were either about to go to war or were already involved in it, it was 

impossible to remember distinctly the exact wording of the things that 

were said, both for me of what I had heard myself and for those who 

reported to me from somewhere else.  However, as I thought that each 

(of the speakers) most likely might have said the things that were 

required on the issues facing them at any given time, in this way they 

have been presented (by me) in the speeches, keeping as closely as 

possible to the whole reasoning of the things that had been actually said. 

Eckart Schütrumpf, Philologus 155 (2011): 229-56 at 231-32. 

 

In this history I have made use of set speeches some of which were 

delivered just before and others during the war.  I have found it difficult 

to remember the precise words used in the speeches which I listened to 

myself and my various informants have experienced the same difficulty; 

so my method has been, while keeping as closely as possible to the 

general sense of the words that were actually used, to make the speakers 

say what, in my opinion, was called for by each situation. 

Rex Warner (1954) 

 

With reference to the speeches in this history, some were delivered 

before the war began, others while it was going on; some I heard myself, 

others I got from various quarters; it was in all cases difficult to carry 

them word for word in one’s memory, so my habit has been to make the 

speakers say what was in my opinion demanded of them by the various 

occasions, of course adhering as closely as possible to the general sense 

of what they really said. 

Richard Crawley (1866) 

Ed and trans P J  Rhodes, Thucydides “History” I, Aris and Phillips Classical 

Texts (Warminster: Aris & Phillips, Ltd, 2014). 
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